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IRAQ. August 1, 1940. 
~ ARCHIVES 
CONFIDENTIAL. : Sgction 1. 
[E 2829/2829 /93] Pe i Copy No. 
Sir B. Newton to Viscount Halifax.—(Received August 1.) 
. 310. 
fre ford. Bagdad, June 29, 1940. 


WITH reference to your circular despatch of the 9th June, 1938, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith a revised report on the leading personalities of Iraq 


for the year 1940. 
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The Royal Family. 


. King Feisal II. 
. Abdul Illah, His Royal Highness the 


Amir. 
. Zaid, His Royal Highness the Amir. 


Other Personalities. 
Abbas-i-Mahmud Agha. 
Abbas Mahdi. 


Abdul Aziz-al-Mudhaffar, M.B.E. 


Abdul Aziz-al-Qassab. 
Abdul Ghafur-al-Badri. 
Abdul Latif Nuri. 
Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid). 


. Abdul Qadir-al-Gilani. 

. Abdul Qadir-al-Rashid. 

. Abdul Wahid, Shaikh. 

. Abdullah-al-Damlyji. 

. Ahmad, Shaikh of Barzan. 

. Ahmad-al-Shaikh Daud, Saiyid. 


Ahmad-i-Ta 


. Ahmad Danial Kbaiyss 
. Ajil-al-Yawar. 


Mushtaq. 

Ali Jaudat. 
Ali Mahmud Shaikh Ali, 
Ali Mumtaz. 
Amin-al-Umari. 
Amin Zaki Sulaiman. 
roe 

sim-al-Nagib, Sai 
Ata fest Shi = 


Bebekr Agha. 
Daud-al-Haidari. 


Husain Afnan, Saiyid. 
Husain Fauzi-bin-Hassan, 
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Ibrahim Hilmi-al-Umar. 
Ibrahim Kamal. 
Jafar, Abu Timman. 
Jafar Hamandi. 
Jalal Baban. 
Jamal Baban. 
Jamil-al-Rawi. 
Jamil-al-Madfai. 
rarer 

mil irji. 
Khalid Sulaiman. 
Khalil Ismail. 
Khushaba, Malik. 


. Mahmud Subhi Datftari. 

. Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh. 
. Mahmud, Shaikh. 

. Mar Shimun. 

. Maulud Mukhlis. 

. Muaffaq-al-Alousi. 

. Muhammad Ali Mahmud. 

. Muhammad Amin Zaki. 

. Muhammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghata 


Saiyid). 
Mune Ridha-al-Shabibi. 


. Muhammad Salih-al-Qazzaz. 
. Muhammad-al-Sadr, Saiyid. 
. Musa Shabandar. 

. Mustafa-al-Umari.  - 

. Muzahim-al-Amin Pachabji. 
. Dr. Naji-al-Asil, 

. Naji Shaukat. 

. Naji-al-Suwaidi. 

. Nasrat-al-Farisi. 

. Nishat-al-Sanawi. 

. Nuri-al-Said. 

. Rashid Ali-al-Gilani, 

. Rashid-al-Khojah, 


Raaf-al-Bahrani, 


.-Rauf-al-Chadirji. 


Rauf-al-Kubaisi. 


. Sabih Najib. 


Sadiq-al-Bassam. 


77. Said-bin-Ali. 85. Tahsin Qadri. 

78. Said-al-Haji Thabit. 86. Talib Mushtaq. — 
79. Salah-al-Din Ali-al-Sabbagh. 87. Taufiq-al-Suwaidi. 
80. Salman-al-Barrak. 88. Thabit Abdul Nur. 
81. Salih Jabr. 89. Umar Nazmi. 

82. Sami Shaukat. 90. Yunis Bahri. 
83. Shakir-al-Wadi. 91. Yusuf Ghanimab. 
84, Taha-al-Hashimi. | 92. Yusuf Iz-al-Din. 


Tue Roya. FAMILy. 


1. King Feisal II —Born in Bagdad the 2nd May, 1935. Succeeded to the 
throne on the death of his father, Ghazi I, on the 3rd April, 1939. His mother 
is a sister of the Amir Abdul Illah. He has an sg nurse and also a newly- 
arrived English governess, Miss Salman. Is a bright, intelligent child. 


2. Abdul Illah, His Royal Highness the A mir.—Only son of Ali-bin-Hussein, 
ex-King of the Hejaz, who died in 1935. Born in the Hejaz 1912. Came to 
Bagdad as a child with father in 1926, after the latter’s expulsion from the 
Hejaz. Educated partly at home and partly at Victoria College, Alexandria. 

He speaks good English. : ; 

In November 1936 he married in Bagdad the daughter of Salah-al-Din Fauzi 
Beg and grand-daughter of Amin Yahiyah Pasha of Cairo. _ 

He is keenly interested in Arab horse racing and maintains a large stable. 

Became Regent on the death of King Ghazi on the 3rd April, 1939. Although 
in Iraq he only enjoys the title of Highness, it is considered proper for foreigners 
to refer to him as His Royal Highness. =4 

During the first year of the Regency he has begun to show a promising 
_ capacity for his official duties. He is pro-English and straightforward. 


3. Zaid, His Royal Highness the Amir.—Born in Constantfireple in 1900. 
Youngest son of the late a of the Hejaz. Half-brother of ya or 
King Feisal and the Amir Abdullah (of Transjordan). His mother was a Turk. 
Educated in Constantinople. Fought with the Arab Nationalist forces during 
the Great War, and won the good opinion of the British officers with the Sharifian 
army. 

- Came to live in Iraq in 1922, and was commissioned in the Iraqi cavalry. 
Acted as Regent for a short time in 1924 during King Feisal’s absence. 

In 1925 he went to England and studied agriculture at Oxford for nearly 
three years. During this es he took an active part in the social life of the 
university and rowed in the torpids for Balliol. In 1928 he joined his father 
in Cyprus and remained there until King Hussein’s death in 1931. Appointed 
Iraqi Minister at Angora in January 1932. 

In 1933 it became known that one of his sisters had contracted a clandestine 
marriage with Atta Beg Amin, some time first secretary at the Iraqi Legation at 
Angora (and later at the Legation in pegs he Royal Family were 
indignant, and Zaid was transferred to Cairo in January 1934 as the first Iraqi 
Minister at King Fuad’s Court. He did not, however, proceed to this post, whic 
he ultimately refused to accept. At the end of 1934 he was busy in Athens 
engaged in litigation concerning extensive properties which he claims to have 
inherited: in Greece. Appointed et ee at Berlin in September 1935. In 
the spring of 1937 it was suspected that he had been using his position as Traqi 
Minister to give false certificates for arms destined for Spain. He was recalled 
i a for enquiries, but apparently established his innocence and returned to 

rlin. 

- Bot is a pleasant, well-mannered man, and speaks excellent English and 
urkish. ; 

_ In 1933 he married a Turkish lady who had been divorced by her husband. 
This mésalliance mattered little so long as he was not living in Iraq, but when 
he was withdrawn from Berlin in the spring of 1938 and came to live in 
Bagdad it was counted against him wipe But for his wife he would probably 
have been made Regent after the death of King Ghazi in April 1939. dince the 
summer of 1939 he has been living in Istanbul. ; 


3. 


OTHER PERSONALITIES. 


1. Abbas-i-Mahmud Agha.—Chieftain of the Pizhder tribe (Kurdish) (see 
Babekr Agha). Generally on the side of disorder when trouble is brewing. n- 
tains a tradition of being at feud with Babekr Agha, but both take care that this 


enmity shall not weaken the strength of the tribe. 


2. Abbas Mahdi.—Shiah. Born 1898. Secretary to Iraqi Legation in Tehran 
1931. Minister for Education, November 1932. Resigned with abinet in March 
1938. Appointed Director-General of Tapu in October 1933. 

; Became Minister for Economics and unications in February 1934, but 
resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934. Reappointed Director- 
General of Tapu, December 1934. : 

Appointed Master of Ceremonies in the Palace, March 1937. Joined 

Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet in June 1937 as Minister for Economics and 


Communications, and was appointed Minister for Justice in the Cabinet formed 


by Jamil-al-Madfai in August 1937 after Hikmat Sulaiman’s resignation. 
Transferred to the Ministry of Economics and Communications in October 
1988, and resigned with whole Cabinet in December 1938. 


3. Abdul Aziz-al-Mudhaffar, M.B.E—Sunni of Bagdad. Born_ 1897. 


= 


era English, German and French well. Served as superintendent in Deputy — 
ilita: 


ry Governor’s Office, Bagdad Rasafah, under the Government of Occupa- 
tion from March 1917, and in 1919 became Mudir of Rasafah. Secretary to the 
Ministry of Interior, December 1920, and Director of the Press Bureau in 1922. 
Director of Census Department 1927. 

Appointed Mutessarif of Mosul, May 1931. Withdrawn September 1931 for 
incompetence and tried for apes 2a oh aa of public funds. Found not guilty 
and appointed to be member of Muntafiq Land Court. Lost this post when the 
court was abolished in June 1932. In the summer of 1933 was appointed first 
signi | to the ig ai at Tehran, and in May 1934 was transferred to 
be consul-general in Beirut. : 

Appointed counsellor to the Iraqi Legation in Paris, May 1935. 

In the epring of 1937 he was accused of giving false certificates for munitions 
bought for Spain and recalled to Iraq. In Syria he was arrested, but extradition 
was refused and he was released, but remained in Syria. He is married to a 
daughter of Naji-al-Suwaidi, and this family connexion brought about his full 
exoneration in December. ; 

He returned to live in Bagdad in January 1938, and shortly afterwards it 
was oy announced that it had been proved that he was innocent of the 
charges made against him in 1937. Since his return he has gone into business. 


4. Abdul Aziz-al-Qassab—Sunni of Bagdad. Kaimakam of Kut under the 
Nagib’s Provisional Government and did very well. In October 1921 he was 
appointed Mutessarif of Mosul on probation for six months, but refused to go 
without the salary of a full mutessarif. In the beginning of 1922 he went as 
Mutessarif of Karbala, was transferred to Muntafiq in January 1923, and to the 
Ministry of Interior as Director-General of General Administration in June of 
the same year. ‘Appointed Mutessarif of Mosul in January 1924. A capable and 
well-intentioned” official without much st h of character. Minister of 
Interior, Jan 1928. Minister for Justice, November 1929. 

Went out of office with the resignation of Naji Pasha’s Cabinet in March 
1930. Has not held any other Cabinet post since. Has an adequate pension. 
Appointed Chief Administrative Inspector, Grade I, November 1933. 

He was appointed Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Jamil- 
al-Madfai in h 1935, but resigned with all his colleagues twelve days later. 
Elected a Deputy for Bagdad in the general elections of August 1935. Appointed 
yea ot a aaa of Accounts in December 1937, in succession to ‘aufiq-al- 

uwaidi. 


5. Abdul Ghafur-al-Badri—Ex-cadet in the Turkish arnty 
Penictient in rg ~~ army. | stele 
; ince 1920 has editor of the Nationalist newspaper, the Istiglal. Thi 
ournal has been suspended many times for its violeett aitacks on the British 
vernment and on British officials in Iraq. 
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Elected Deputy for Diyala 1933. Re-elected for Kut in the general election 
of 1934. Lost his seat in hostel 1935. His paper, the Istiglal, was suspt ded 
in November 1936 for one year by Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet for pub ishing 
attidies defending Yasin-al-Hashimi’s administration. ' 4 
This order was cancelled when Jamil-al-Madfai succeeded Hikmat Sulaiman 
in August 1937. 

Elected Deputy for Kut, December 1937. ae a 

In October 1938 he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for publish 
unfounded allegation against the Government in his paper the Jstiglal. Rel 
when Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister on the 25th December, 1938, and 
returned for Kut in the elections of June 1939. 


P 6. Abdul Latif Nuri—Born in dad 1888. Gazetted as officer in the 
Turkish army in 1908. Joined the Iraqi army in 1921. Promoted agid 
(lieutenant-colonel) in 1926 and zaim (colonel) in 1929. He has held the command 
of the Northern and Southern Districts, and has passed the senior and junior 
officers courses, and was posted to the Northern District in 1933. Promoted 
amir ee Cee) in 1932. : A 

Joined General Bakr Sidqi as leader of the army revolt against Yasin-al- 
Hashimi in October 1936, and became Minister of Defence in the Government 
formed by Hikmat Sulaiman. 

Resigned after the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1937 and was then 
placed on retired pay. 

7. Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid)—Shiah of Shutia (Muntafiq). Born about 1894. 

Belongs to an influential family and owns a large estate (Abu Hawan 
Mugatah). Deputy for Kerbala in Turkish Parliament, and in Iraqi Chamber 
in 1927. Minister for Education under Rashid Ali-al-Gilani, March—October 
1933. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the election of 1934. - 

He was a strong partisan of Yasin Pasha and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the party of National Brotherhood (Hizb-al-Ikha-al-Watani). 

After the dissolution of the party in 1935 he played no part in politics, until 
he was again elected to the Chamber in December 1937. 

He was again returned for this constituency in June 1939. 


, 8. Abdul Qadir-al-Gilani—Elder brother of Yusuf Gilani. Born Bagdad 
1904. Entered Government service 1926, and shortly afterwards was appointed 
attaché in the Iragi Legation in London. While in London he readied at the 
London School of Economics. 

Appointed third secretary at Iraqi Legation in Cairo 1934. Promoted second 
secretary 1938. On many occasions he was in charge of the legation and main- 
tained excellent relations with the British Embassy. In Egypt he married an 
3) pao girl of good family and was popular in Egyptian society. Appointed 

aster of Ceremonies at the Royal Palace, April 1940, where he appears likely 
to exercise a good influence. Speaks good English. ‘ 


9. Abdul Qadir-al-Rashid.—Sunni of Bagdad, related to the Gilani family. 
Born 1894. Speaks English well. 

Appointed secretary to the Council of Ministers in 1924 in succession to 
Hussein Afnan. Remained in that post, the duties of which he discharged with 
noteworthy tact and efficiency, until November 1932, when he was appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Naji Shaukat’s Cabinet. Resigned with Cabinet 
in March 1933. as appointed an assistant manager in the Rafidain Oil 


Company in October 1933. 


/ 10. Abdul Wahid, Shaikh—Chief of the Fatlah tribe, son of Haji Sikkar, 
once the most powerful sheikhs on the Euphrates. Abdul Wahid cultivates 
extensive properties on the left bank of the Mishkab from Abu Sukhair to the 
Ibrahim. Throughout recent years he has steered his course with a view to 
maintain to the utmost his political and tribal influence. His support and loyalty 
were carefully cultivated by King Feisal, and all political parties have thought 
it worth while to try to make him an adherent. te june many friends and many 
bitter enemies, and is reputed to deal harshly with his fellahéen. ; 

_ He was prominent as a leader of discontent in the Middle Euphrates area 
in the spring of 1935, working with Rashid Ali-al-Gilani to overthrow Ali 
Jaudat’s Cabinet. ey 


: 5 - a 


He had much influence during. Yasin-al-Hashimi’s tenure of office, but. so 
— it that after Yasin’s fall in October 1936 he was afraid to return to his 
tribe. 

He was elected to the Chamber in February 1937, but in July 1937 he was 
arrested and imprisoned for fomenting tribal disturbances in Diwaniyah. After 
the fail of Hikmat Suiaiman’s Government in August 1987 he was released from 
prison, but kept under surveillance first in Sulaimani and later in Samawa. 

He was permitted to return to his home in July 1938 and elected Deputy for 
Diwaniyah in June 1939. 


11. A bdullah-al-Damluji—Formerly called Abdullah Said Effendi. Born 
1895. A native of Mosul. Studied medicine in Constantinople and calls himself 
doctor, though it is believed that he did not graduate. ms to have been 
serving in the Turkish army when Ibn Saud occupied Hassa in 1913, and to have 
transferred his allegiance to Ibn Saud. Soon rose to a position of influence in 
Ibn Saud’s Court, and came to Bagdad as his unofficial representative in 1921. 
Was Ibn Saud’s Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1922 and Bm gp the Ugqair 
Protocol. Went with the Amir Feisal-al-Saud to London in 1926, and took part 
in the negotiations leading to the conclusion of the Treaty of Jedda in 1927. 
After this his influence waned owing to the intrigues of Fuad Hamza and 
Yusuf Yasin. orks 

In August 1928 he represented the Court of Nejd, the Hejaz and its 
dependencies at the Medina allway Conference at Haifa. The conference was 
a failure, and when it ended, instead of returning to the Hejaz, Abdullah 
Damluji came to Bagdad, posting his resignation to Ibn Saud. Arrived Bagdad, 
September 1928. Appointed Iraqi Consul-General, Cairo, in 1930, recalled 
October 1930, and appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. This at first was 
resented by Ibn Saud, and for a short time Damluji’s presence at the head of the 
Iraqi Ministry for Foreign Affairs seemed likely to embarras Nejdi and Iraqi 
relations, but when Nuri Pasha visited Jedda in April 1931 Ibn Saud stated 
that he no longer wished to raise any objection to Damluji’s appointment. Was 
left out of office when Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1931. 
Appointed Director-General of Health, July 1932, and succeeded Safwat Pasha 
as Court Chamberlain at the end of 1933. 

Returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Jamil-al-Madfai’s second 
Cabinet in February 1934; resigned in July and was reappointed Director- 
General of Health in September. 

. He was suspended in 1935 and tried for misappropriation of public funds. 
He was os ey and reinstated in his post at the end of December, but resigned 
a few months later. 

For nearly two | bso he remained out of public life, but in July 1937 he was 
appointed Master of Ceremonies at the Palace in succession to Abbas Mahdi. 

He headed the Iraqi representatives at the funeral of Ataturk in November 
1988. Soon after Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister in December 1938 he was 
removed from the Palace to an obscure appointment in the Health Department, 
which was later abolished. 


12. Ahmad, Shaikh of Barzan—A chieftain of the Kurdish Zibar tribe. 
Headquarters at Barzan at the foot of the Chia-i-Shirin. Exercised powerful 
influence over the Barosh and Mazuri Bala areas to the north-west of Rowanduz. 
Friendly relations, were established with him in 1919, but no administrative 
control was exercised in his tribal area. In 1920 he was implicated in the murder 
of two British officials. He and Faris Agha of Bera Kapra were declared outlaws 
with a price on their heads, and Barzan was destroyed by troops, but his country 
was not occupied. In 1922 he welcomed Turkish agents into Barosh and Mazuri 
Bala, and in September 1922 his men made an unsuccessful attack on Amadiyah. 
A month later Barzan was again destroyed by the Royal Air Force co-operating 
with Assyrian irregulars. In 1923, the Turks having been driven from Rowanduz, 
Sheikh Ahmad turned on their retreating columns and came into Aqra to make 
peace with the Anglo-Iraqi authorities. His outlawry was cancelled, and he was 

rmitted to continue in unmolested control of his tribal villages nnd mountains. 
‘In the summer of 1931 he began a private war with a neighbouring chieftain of 
Baradost, Sheikh Rashid of Lolan. He was everywhere successful, drove Sheikh 
Rashid to flight into Persia and set fire to his villages. Government intervention 
became necessary to restore order. Iraqi troops were concentrated early in 1932, 


y 


" 


r 
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and after some sharp fighting, followed by intensive air action by the Royal Air 
Force, Sheikh Ahmad was defeated and driven across the Turkish border in June. 
He and his two brothers, Muhammad Sadiq and Mulla Mustafa, were interned 
for a time in Turkey, but the two latter contrived to find their way back into their 
old haunts in the following winter. After holding out in the mountains for some 
months they surrendered and were pardoned in July 1933 and allowed to return 
to their villa . A short time afterwards the Turks surrendered Sheikh Ahmad 
to the fred Goverutuent on condition that his life should be spared. For a little 
over a year he lived in comfortable and honourable detention in Mosul, but in 
November 1934 it was found that he was in collusion-with Khalil Khushawi, who 
was eng the peace of the Barzan area, and he was thereupon removed 
to Hillah. 

- Permitted to come to dad in April 1935. A short while later he went 
to live in Sulaimani. He finds it very hard to maintain a large family on the 
allowance of 30 Iraqi dinars a month that he receives from the Iraqi Government. 


13. Ahmad-al-Shaikh Daud, Saiyid—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1875. 
He comes of a family of learned men, his father was a well-known teacher in 
Bagdad, under whom most of the men of Sheikh Ahmad’s generation studied. 
In the early days of the occupation he was a prominent Nationalist. He was 
arrested and deported to Henjam in August 1920, but was allowed to return to 
Bagdad in February 1921. * Elected to the Constituent Assembly in March 1924, 
he opposed the treaty of 1922 and voted against it. Failed to secure a seat in the 
subsequent general election, but was successful at a by-election. In October 1925 
he became P pNaiptiec? i but in January 1926 voted against ratification of the 
extension of the treaty period. Minister for Auqaf under Abdul Muhsin Beg in 
January 1928, but resigned office April 1929. Elected to the Chamber as Deputy 
for Bagdad in October 1933, and retained this seat in the elections of 1934. 
_ Lost his seat in August 1935. 
He is now an ageing man and is unlikely again to play a prominent part in 
itics, 
ud} Made a Senator in May 1937. Resigned October 1937. 
His daughter Sabiha (a teacher on the Women’s Training College) became 
the first woman student in the Bagdad Law College in 1937. 


14. Aone ee Kurdish notable of Suleimani, born 1898, who has 
had the advantage of a better education than most of his contemporaries. He has 
held a number of administrative appointments since the first days of the occupa- 
tion of the Suleimani Liwa. Was appointed mutessarif after the reoccupation 
of Suleimani in 1924. The Iraqi Government have several times endeavoured to 
replace him by others less gpa ae to Kurdish aspirations, but those chosen 
have not been successful. ad Beg has now (1933) been mutessarif without 
interruption since 1930. He is connected by marriage with the ruling families 
of the Pizhder tribe, and owns property in the Surdash nahivah. A pleasant and 
yeni man, who has always been popular with British civil and military 
officers. 

Transferred as mutessarif to Arbil in April 1935. 

Made an administrative inspector April 1939. Placed on pension in spring 


of 1940. 


15. Ahmad Zaki-al-Khaiyat—Shiah Baghdadi. Born 1896. Educated 
Bagdad Law School. Has held the following posts: Secretary of the Ministry 
of Education, consul-general at Muhammerah and Bombay, kaimakam in several 
acpi Mutessarif of Kut and Hillah and Land Settlement Officer. Appointed 

irector-General of Posts and Telegraphs in July 1937. 


16. Ajil-al-Yawar—Paramount Sheikh of the Shammar Jarba (Arab) tribe 


of Iraq. 
His tribal authority is exercised over the Northern Jazirah from the Sinjar 


to the Aqarquf depression to the west of Bagdad. A fine man physically, who 


has cleverly adapted himself to the changing political conditions which have 


followed the British occupation of Iraq. For some years after the division of the 
Jazirah between the British and French mandates, tribal troubles were caused 
by his rivalry with Diham-al-Hadi, the chief of the Shammar, whose territory 
now lies in Syria. Latterly (1933), however, both Diham and Ajil have settled 


z 


down to a mutual acceptance of the division of the tribes, and have seemingly 

to leave each other in peace. Ajil is eager to adopt modern methods of 
cultivation, and has a number of ee pumps. He has also profited largely 
from the activities of the British Oil Development Company, whose field lies in 
the Shammar tribal territory. 


~ = 


His eidest son, Sufug, was educated at the American college ait Beirui, but 
has now finished his schooling and has returned to live with the tribe. He is a 
great help to his father. righ 

Ajil visited England for the Coronation in May 1987 and afterwards 
travelled in Germany and France. a ; : 

In November 1938 he came into conflict with the Aqaidat tribe of Syria on 
account of his collecting khawa from Aqaidat caravans collecting salt at Milha 
Adaid on the frontier. The dispute was settled by Syrian and Iraqi frontier 
commissioners. ; Hes, 

An ancient feud between the Shammar and the Ubaid broke out nc why 
February 1939. A Shammari related to Ajil murdered the Shaikh of the id, 
and three days later an Ubaid tribesman murdered a Shammar Shaikh outside 
his house in d. ig 4 

After a period of tension the feud was settled in May by.a tribal court 
presided over by the Prime Minister. Both sides accepted peace and pledged 
themselves to maintain it. ; . 

During 1938-39 the German: Legation in Bagdad made a special effort to 
establish close touch with Ajil, and several German travellers visited him, but 
he is generally believed to be pro-English. He visited England again in 1939. 
He made much money out of the railway extension work from Baiji to Mosul. His 
brother was imprisoned in Syria early in 1940 for raiding across the border. 


17. Akram Mushtag.—Born Bagdad 1903. Moslem Sunni. Brother of Talib 
Mushtaq (q.v.). Gazetted officer in army 1927. Passed through Cranwell and 
appointed to al Iraqi air force in 1930. Promoted captain 1932. Took an 
active part in the coup d’Etat of October 1936. Promoted major 1937 and 
lieutenant-colonel in 1938, Appointed Commander of Iraqi air force in 
September 1937. Retained this post until April 19389, when he was relieved of 
his command and commission and appointed Director of Civil Aviation. Married 
a daughter of Sheikh Ahmad-al-Sheikh Daud in spring of 1940. 


18. Ali Jaudat.—Sunni, of humble Mosul origin. Born 1886. Officer in the 
Turkish army, fought at Shuaibah; subsequently surrendered to the British and 
spent most of 1915 at Basra. Was there ae a to encourage Turkish officer 
prisoners to face the Sharif. He was a member of the Ahd-al-Iraqi. After the 
war he was Military Governor of Aleppo after the resignation of Jafar Pasha 
early in 1920, and was subsequently in Deir. Returned to Bagdad with the Amir 
Feisal in June 1921, and in October 1921 was given the post of Mutessarif of 
Hillah, which he held till September 1922. He took a very active part in the 
anti-mandate agitation, and was finally dismissed (on the advice of the High 
Commissioner) for defrauding the Treasury by underestimating revenue deman 
on supporters of his political views. In° January 1923 he was appointed 
Mutessarif of Karbala in the hope that he might be able to reconcile the 
mujtahids. He was unsuccessful, and in ae was transferred to Muntafiq, where 
he did very well. Minister of Interior in the Askari Cabinet, November 1923— 
ool ee and voted for the treaty. Appointed Mutessarif of Diyala, and later 
of ra. In early 1930 was made Director of the Ministry oF the Interior. 
Minister for Finance under Nuri Pasha, March 1930. Resigned from Nuri 
Pasha’s Cabinet in September 1930, as a protest against the Anglo-Iraqi ried 
of that year, and his seat in the Chamber in 1931, together with Rashid Ali-al- 
Gilani and Yasin-al-Hashimi in March 1932. -Re-elected for Mosul 1933. 
Appointed principal pare secretary to the King, March 1933. Became Prime 

inister and Acting Minister of the Interior in August 1934. Was forced to 
resign in February 1935 on account of the agitation worked up against’ him 
throughout the country Sl sous apie and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani. He was 
made President of the Chamber in March 1935 and appointed Iraqi Minister in 
London in August 1935. Transferred to Paris in December 1936, 

-. He-came to Bagdad on leave in October 1937 and decided not to return to his 
post at Paris. is 
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' Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet in April 
1939. Hesigned with whole Cabinet in February 1940. _ 
Has a son, Nizar, who is at Downing College, Cambridge. 


19, Ali Mahmud Shaikh Ali—Born 1902. Sunni Arab connected with the 
Ubaid tribe. Graduated at the Bagoec Law School in 1923 and practised as a 
lawyer for about thirteen years. He also learnt to speak English and French. 
He became well known as an extreme Nationalist and contributed many articles 
to the newspaper the Istiglal attacking British P sorag Iraq. He was arrested 
‘in 1924 on account of his agitation against the first Anglo-Iraqi Treaty, but was 

uitted on trial. He was brought before the courts again in 1930 for a similarly 
violent agitation against the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance signed in that year 
and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment. He has twice been elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies. He was one of the members of the delegation of Iraqi 
notables which visited Palestine and Egypt in 1936, and a short time after his 
‘return he was appointed (through the personal influence of Yasin-al-Hashimi, the 
Prime Minister} to a judgeship in the Court of Appeal. In this post he has shown 
more talent and good sense than was to be expected from his past career. 
Appointed Minister of Justice in Hikmat Sulaiman’s reorganised Cabinet in 
June 1937. Resigned August 1937 and returned to the Bar. 

Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in November 1938, 
but was permitted to return when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet in December 
1938. In February 1939 he was appointed Mutessarif of Basra, where he soon 
began to make treble for the Sheikh of Koweit. After holding this rd gamer 
for about a year he was transferred to Bagdad to be Director-General of Customs 
and Excise. As a mutessarif he allowed his political prejudices to colour too 
deeply his administrative activities. ; 


20. Ali Mumtaz—Born 1901. Sunni of Bagdad. Belongs to the Daftari 
family. Graduated at Bagdad Law College and entered Government service in 
1920. Married a daughter of Yasin-al-Hashimi in 1933. Appointed -Director- 
General of Revenues in 1935, but was obliged to leave Iraq for a time when Bakr 
Sidqi overthrew Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government in 1936. In January 1939 he 
was reappointed Director-General of Revenues by Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet. 


21. Amin-al-Umari.—Born Mosul 1889 of the notable family of the Umaris. 
Passed out of the Military College in Bagdad in 1906 and then entered the 
Artillery School in Constantinople, where he remained for three years. Gazetted 
second lieutenant in 1909 and posted to Adana. Later he served in 1910 in 
operations against the Shammar and in 1911 and 1912 against the tribes in 
Samawa, Abu Sukhair and Rumaitha. Entered the Turkish Staff College in 1912. 
Fought in the Balkan war and was mentioned in despatches for work on 
the Chitaljah lines. After the war of 1914-17 he took part (with Jamil-al- 
Madfai) in the Arab insurrections at Deir-ez-Zor and Tell Afar. He returned 
to Mosul after the general amnesty in 1920 and joined the Iraqi army at the 
time of its formation. He was promoted Assistant Chief of the General Staff in 
1935 and General Officer Commanding the Northern Area in 1937. In August 
1937 he refused to carry out the orders given to him by the Government to arrest 
a number of officers charged with co-operating in Bakr Sidqi’s murder, and this 


successful defiance brought about the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet. Soon | 


after, when Jamil-al-Madfai came into office, Amin-al-Umari was transferred to 
command of the Bagdad District. 

Went to Europe on leave in the winter of 1938 to undergo medical treatment. 
As a soldier he is out of date and obstinately refuses to modernise his 
tactical ideas. Was relieved of his command and p on pension in February 
1940 because of the influence which he endeavoured to exercise in political matters 
outside his proper sphere. ; 


/ 22. Amin Zaki Sulaiman—A Moslem Pyant of Turkoman origin. Born 
1887 in Bagdad. Received his military training in Istanbul and appointed second 
lieutenant in the Turkish army in 1905. 

He joined the Iraq army in 1921 as a captain, and was promoted major in 
1926 and lieutenant-colonel in 1930, when he was placed in command of the 
4th Iraqi Infantry Battalion. 

He was promoted colonel in 1934 and appointed to the command of. the 
Northern Division with headquarters at Mosul, and a month later he was 


@ 


9 


sp ene quarter-master-general. In October 1935 he was given the command 
of the Euphrates Division, Diwaniyah. Promoted brigadier in June 1936. 
He was much opposed to the Bekr Sidqi régime in 1936. He remained with 
the Euphrates Division until August 1937, when he was a pointed G.O.C., the 
2nd Division, Kirkuk, which position he was still holding when he was appointed 
acting C.G.S. in March 1940. Promoted major-general in June 1940. 
e is now 53 years old and is the senior officer now serving in the Iraq 
army. Is a staunch supporter of Taha-al-Hashimi, and is considered a capable 
officer and a strict disciplinarian, but is generally unpopular in the army with 


both officers and men. 

23. Arshad-al-Umari.—oOf the well-known Umari family of Mosul. Born 
1888. Trained as an engineer in the days of the Turk. Municipal ve any in 
Constantinople. Staff officer during the war. Speaks French and understands 
some English. Member of the first Iraqi Parliament and supporter of Abdul 
Muhsin Beg. Appointed by latter first Iraqi Director-General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. Made Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of Bagdad), November 1931, and 
during his two-year tenure of that appointment did much for the improvement 
of the amenities of Bagdad. Was appointed Director of Irrigation in November 
1933. Joined Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in August 1934 as Minister for Economics 
and Communications. Resigned with the Cabinet in February 1935 and remained 
without a post until May 1936, when he was appointed Director-General of 
Municipalities. In November 1936 he again became Mayor of Bagdad, in which 

ity he is well known and liked by most of the foreign community. Believed 


cal 
to he sino Beitich. , 

24. Asim-al-Nagib, Saiyid—The fourth son of Saiyid Abdul Rahman and 
younger brother of Saiyid Mahmud. Born Bagdad 1879. Appointed Naqib on 
the death of Saiyid Mahmud in July 1936. A man of little character, but he has 
successfully acquired the conventional appearance of a Sunni Alim and holy man. 


25. Ata Amin.—Born 1897. Appointed secretary to the Iraqi Legation in 
London, September 1932, on transfer from a consular post at Angora. 

In the summer of 1933 it was discovered that he had, while in Turkey, 
married one of the sisters of the Amir Zaid, the Iraqi Minister in Angora and 
younger brother of King Faisal. This was regarded as a scandal at the time, 

ut later on he was forgiven. Appointed first secretary to the Iraqi Legation 
at Rome, October 1934. Transferred to London as counsellor in August 1935. 
Transferred to Paris as chargé d’affaires in August 1938 and to Berlin in 


February 1939. 
In July 1939 he returned to Rome and remained there until June 1940, when 


he was transferred to London. 


_ 26. Bebekr A gha.—A powerful chief of the Pizhder (Kurdish) tribe of Qalah 
Diza (on the Lesser Zab River, north of Suleimani). Has always been honest 
and friendly in his dealings with the Government, whether British or Iraqi. An 
able and most estimable man, who has been liked and respected by all who have had 
close contact with him. 

His rival for tribal influence is Abbas Mahmud Agha, who has always tended 

to be against the Government. Both, however, visited Bagdad in October 1933 
and protested their loyalty and obedience to the Iraqi Government. 

e has behaved well since the Iraqi Government established normal adminis- 


tration in the Pizhder area in 1938. 


27. Daud-al-Haidari:—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1880. Son of Ibrahim 
Effendi, ex-Sheikh-al-Islam. The family comes from Arbil, where Ibrahim 
Effendi has a small propery: Daud Pasha was a Deputy and an aide-de-camp 
to the Sultan Abdul Hamid. Speaks Turkish better than Arabic. He was in 
Constantinople during the war, and returned to Bagdad in 1921. Appointed, in 
October 1922, Amin-al-Umana (Chamberlain) in the King’s palace. Member for 
Arbil in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and Vice-President. Voted for 
the treaty 1924. Hazb-al-Shab and opposed treaty of 1926. Minister for Justice 
under Taufiq Suwaidi, April-November 1929. Disliked and distrusted in Arbil. 

Re-elected to Chamber of Deputies to represent Arbil in general election of 
1930, but has not held Cabinet appointment since Taufiq Suwaidi’s Cabinet 
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resigned in August 1929. In 1930 became lawyer for the British Oil Development 
Company in Bagdad, and has done quite well out of this work. Was not e ected 
to the 7 Hote in the elections of 1934. 


28. Daud-al-Sadi, Saiyid—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1887. Prominent 
extremist. Lawyer. Usually connected with all Nationalist agitations and 
intrigues. Elected to the Chamber for Hillah in August 1935. = ; 

ppointed public prosecutor in i 1936 by Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Cabinet. 
Resigned in December after Yasin’s fall. 

lected to the Chamber for Kut in December 1937 and again in June 1939. 
Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai in December 1938, but returned .as 
soon as Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister. 


¢ 29. Fadhil Jamali, Dr—Born Kadhimain 1902. Shiah. Educated at the 
American University of Beirut 1921-27. Columbia University, New York, 
1927-29. Wrote a thesis on education among the tribes for his doctorate. On 
his return to Iraq he was appointed to the Ministry of Education, where he soon 
made his mark. In 1933 he was made Director-General of Instruction, and has 
filled this post with success. Keen and competent, but with a natural predilection 
for American methods. 

In early 1938 he was invited by the British Council to visit the United 
Kingdom to study British educational. methods. He was well entertained and 
shown the best colleges and schools of all kinds. As a result he became far more 
favourably disposed towards British education. It is often said that his influence 
in the Ministry of Education is anti-British, but, however that may be, he has 
always collaborated in the most friendly manner with the embassy in developing 
the work of the British Council in Iraq. 


30. Fahmi-al-Mudarris—Born about 1874. Superintendent of the Govern- 
ment press under the Turkish régime. Joined the Amir Feisal in Syria and was 
with fim in London in 1920. Appointed Chamberlain on King Feisal’s accession. 
Was in close touch with the extreme Nationalists in 1922, and at the High 
Commissioner’s request was dismissed from the Palace. In June 1924 he was 
appointed rector of the Al-al-Bait Theological College, but lost this post in 1930 
when the college was closed. In March 1932 he was expelled from Bagdad to 
Arbil on account of his subversive political activities, but was permitted to return 
to the capital « month later. Since then he has not been prominent in politics, 
but frequently contributes articles to the press in which he expounds Nationalist 
views. 

Appointed rector of the Al-al-Bait Theological College in 1937. Was placed 
on pension a year later. 


31. Faris A gha.—Chieftain of the Zibar tribe (Kurds), who lives at Huki in 
the Aqra district. From the time of the British occupation of the Mosul liwa in 
1918-19 until 1923, he has a stormy record of hostility towards the authority of 
the Government. Since 1923 he has been quieter, though he and his tribesmen are 


always a perpetual on to the peace of the Agqra district, and the local ° 


authorities have little real authority among his villages. He has an old feud with 
Ahmad of Barzan, whose territory lies adjacent to that of Faris on the opposite 
side of the Greater Zab River. Elected Deputy in February 1937, but lost his seat 
in the elections of June 1939. 


32. Hanna Khaiyat—Syrian Catholic of Mosul. Born 1884. Medical 
diploma at Beirut and Paris, much medical and administrative experience and 
extremely able on both sides. Head of the Mosul Hospital under the Government 
of Occupation. Appointed Minister of Health 1921. When the Ministry was 
abolished in 1922 he accepted the post of Director of Medical Services. Speaks 
excellent French. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs October 1931. arom Inspector-General of Health in 1933. Became 
director of the Bagdad General Hospital and dean of the Royal Medical College 
in September 1934. a ny eke ly rmepee of Health September 1937. 
Inspector-General of the Ministry of Social Affairs in December 1939. 


Z 33. Hikmat, Sulaiman.—Sunni. Born 1886. Director of Education in 
Bagdad under the Turks. Also Assistant Governor. Member of C.U.P. Was in 
Constantinople at the time of the occupation. Returned in January 1921 and was 
a candidate for the Ministry of Education.‘ Made Director of Posts in April 
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1922 and Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in April 1923. Minister of i 39 
Interior in the second Sadun Cabinet. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the 
eaeaee election of 1930, but. became Minister for Interior in March 1933. 

igned from Cabinet with Rashid Ali in October 1933, and from Chamber in 
November 1933. He played an active part in organising intensive opposition to 
Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in the early months of 1935, but refused office in the Cabinet 
formed by Yasin Pasha after Ali Jaudat’s fall. Paid a long visit to Turkey in 
the summer of 1935 and returned full of praise for modern Turkish methods. 
In the autumn of 1935 he was offered the portfolio of the Ministry of Justice, but 
did not accept it. Is very influential in political circles, where his intelligence is . 


much respected. , 

In. October 1936 he joined with Bakr Sidqi in the plot which resulted in the 
successful military revolt against Veshvel Tishaa Government, and upon 
Yasin’s resignation he became Prime Minister. He remained in office until 
August 1937 when, after the murder of Bakr Sidqi, he and his Cabinet resigned. 
As a Prime Minister he was disappointing. His intentions were excellent, but 
his impatience with detail and administrative routine, coupled with the malign 
influence exercised by Bakr Sidgqi over the Cabinet, prevented him from achieving 
anything of importance. ; 

A well-mannered man of wide Liberal views. 

In 1938, though he took no active part in politics, he was on the alert to keep 
Nuri-al-Said from returning to power. When Nuri-al-Said formed a Govern- 
ment in December 1938, he sent messages of will to Hikmat and later calls 
were exchanged between Hikmat and Sabah, Nuri’s son. In spite of their 
reconciliation, he was arrested early in March 1939, tried by court-martial for 
treason and sentenced to death. This was at the same time commuted to five 

ars’ imprisonment. In the summer of 1939 he was removed to Sulaimani, where 


e. 
ie was interned in a comfortable house. ; 

34. Husain A fnan, Saiyid.—Grandson on the maternal side of Baha Ullah, 
the Persian reformer. Born at Acre in 1889; educated at the Quaker School at 
Brumana, the American College, Beirut, and Cambridge, where he graduated. He 
is married to a tiresome woman. Freethinker, but very proud of his grandfather. 
Appointed Secretary to the Council of Ministers in November 1920, which post he 

‘filled with distinction until dismissed in 1924 by Yasin Pasha. He then took up 
commerce in partnership with Shafiq Haddad, but failed. In 1928 he was 
‘chef de protocole,’’ and in January 1930 secretary to the Iraqi 


appointed “‘c. 
Legation in London. Transferred in September 1932 as secretary to the Legation 
at Angora, but the post was abolished soon after his appointment. In May 1934 


he was given a peek von in the Railway Directorate. 

35. Husain Fauzi-bin-Hassan.—Sunni of Kurdish origin. Born in Bagdad 
in 1889. Entered the Military College in Istanbul and received a commission in 
the Turkish army in 1909. Joined the Iraqi army (artillery) in May 1922. 
Promoted major 1925. He has passed the Senior Officers’ Course at Belgaum, 
India, and has twice been attached to units in England for training. Promoted 
lieutenant-colonel in 1929 and colonel in 1933. In 1934 he was appointed 
Commandant of the Staff School, Bagdad, and in February 1935 he was given the 
command of the Northern District. In August 1935 he became a brigadier, and 
in November 1936 he was made G.O.C., 1st Infantry Division. A pleasant man 
with good manners. He speaks good English. He had nothing to do with the 
military revolt of October 1936. After the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1937 
he was appointed Chief of the General Staff. Relieved of his appointment and. 
placed on pension in February 1940 for interference in politics. 

36. Ibrahim Hilmi-al-Umar—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1895. Clever writer 
and experienced journalist. Was in Syria during the war and at one time worked. 
1 and started the Lisan-al-A rab 


for T. E. Lawrence. Came back to Bagdad in 1 

on pro-Feisal and pro-British lines. A year later he changed sides and, joined 

the Shiah agitation against the first elections. Went to Persia with the. Ulema 
a ‘British policy in the Persian press. Returned to Bagdad in March 


and attack 
1923, and in May 1924 became editor of the Mufid, a DeWEpEDe run by Jafar 


Pasha. Continued active in journalism until 1931, when he was made 
Superintendent of the Press Bureau in the Ministry of the Intetior. Since then 
he has kept quiet. Ibrahim Hilmi is a thoroughly worthless and contemptible 
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character, who will do anything (or anybody) for ey drink. Appointed 
Acting Director of the Department of Propaganda and Publicity in the Ministry 
of Interior in June 1935. Placed on pension in November 1936 after the fall of 
the Hashimi Cabinet, but later he was re-employed in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and put in charge of foreign propaganda. In August 1937 he was 
reinstated in fis old post as Director of Propaganda and Publicity in the Ministry 
of the Interior. meee 

Visited Germany in 1938 and returned much impressed by the organisation 
of German propaganda. In June 1939 Talib Mushtaq was placed over him as 
Director-General of Propaganda, Publicity and Broadcasting. 


37. Ibrahim Kamal.—Sunni. Born 1895. Captain in the Shereefian army. 
A very good officer in the field, where he commanded a battalion. Wounded at 
the first battle of Maan. Legal officer to O.C., Damascus, under Feisal’s régime. 
Came to Iraq with Jamil-al-Madfai in 1919 making propaganda for the 
Shereefians. as afterwards at Dair, but not known to have participated in the 
attack on Tall Afar. He was in Damascus in April 1921, but subsequently 
returned to Iraq, and was said to be engaged in inciting people against any form 
of British control. Was appointed commandant of police, Bagdad, on the resigna- 
tion of Abdul Latif Felahi. He did well in some ge and kept excellent 
discipline, but was removed after innumerable complaints of various kinds. After 
leaving the police he took up the legal profession. Entered Parliament as a 
Nationalist, but later gave up politics for a well-paid and influential post in the 
Ministry of Finance. Since then he has given no trouble. Appointed Director- 
General of Customs and Excise in June 1934. 
Proved to be a very efficient director. In November 1936, after Hikmat 
Sulaiman had had Rustam Haidar removed, Ibrahim Kamal was appointed 
rincipal private secretary to King Ghazi. He was not happy in this post for 
ong and in July 1937 reverted to the Customs Department as Director-General. 
In August 1937 he joined Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet as Minister of Finance. 
Concluded convention for the south of Iraq with the Iraq Petroleum 
Company. 
sees with whole Cabinet in December 1938 after the military coup made 
against them by Nuri-al-Said. 
Tried by court-martial in February 1940 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar and acquitted. 


38. Jafar, Abu Timman.—Shiah of Bagdad. Born about 1885. Well 
educated, with a good deal of influence. Always a strong Nationalist, he joined 
with Yusuf Suwaidi, Muhammad Sadr, Sheikh Ahmad Daud and Ali Bazirgan 
in the independence movement of 1920 and actively incited the tribes to rebellion. 
He evaded an attempted arrest in August 1920 and fled from Bagdad to Najaf. 
Returned in September 1921 and was energetic in promoting all Nationalist 
movements, or preged the anti-mandate agitation. Minister of Commerce from 
April 1922 till the end of June, when he resigned after a prolonged opposition 
to the terms of the treaty. He then organised the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist 
party), of which he became —— secretary. He was subsequently arrested and 
deported to Henjam, where he remained till May 1923. On his return to Bagdad 
he relapsed for a time into private life, and refused to join the Shiah Hizb-al- 
Nahdhah. Returned to politics on his election to the Chamber in a Bagdad 
by-election June 1928. Reformed the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party) 
September 1928. Telegraphed “gs he ge to the Labour party on their 
success in the general election in England in 1929. Lost his seat in the Chamber in 
the election of 1930, but remained active as the secretary-general of the Nationalist 
party. Resigned from the Nationalist party in October 1933, declaring that he 
was withdrawing from politics until there should be a change of heart among those 
in public life. He returned to active Melee in January 1935 and einen with 
Yasin-al-Hashimi and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani in attacking Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet. 
He did not, however, join them in the Cabinet formed after the latter’s 
ee Elected president of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce in November 
During the summer of 1936 he became an active critic of Yasin-al-Hashimi’s 
Administration and led a deputation to King Ghazi to protest against the severity 
of the measures taken by the Government to suppress tribal disorders in 
Diwaniyah. In October, after Bakr Sidqi’s successful military revolt, he joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet as Minister for Finance. 
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In June 1937 he resigned as a protest against the influence of Bakr Sidgi 
in Cabinet affairs, and the undue severity with which he considered that the 
Government were conducting punitive serpy against the tribes in Samawa. 
Made a Senator in Febru 1937, but lost his seat in the summer of the same 
year under article 31 of the Constitution. 

39. Jafar Hamandi—Born 1894. At the time of the outbreak of war in 
1914 he was a school-teacher in Bagdad. After the war he graduated at the 
Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a junior judgeship in Kadhimain. 
Later he was given an appointment in the Ministry of Justice. In 1930 he was 
transferred to the Ministry of the Interior and became kaimakam of Najaf, then 
after serving in several other districts he was made Mutessarif of Kut in 1936 
and was later transferred to the same post in Hilla. He was appointed Minister 
for Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet in June 1937. Resigned in August 
1937, and in September he was appointed Director-General of tribal affairs in 


the Ministry of the Interior. 
Appointed Mutessarif of Kut September 1938, and transferred to Muntafiq 


February 1939, to Kerbala in September 1939. 

40. Jalal Baban.—Kurd of the Baban family. Born 1892. “ 

In early days of British occupation he was actively associated with extreme, 
Nationalists and was deported to Henjam in 1920. Released in 1921. AP inted' 
kaimakam in 1923 and continued to serve in the civil administration, holding the, 

ts of mutessarif in Nasiriyah, Karbala and Arbil until November 1932, when: 
ia became Minister for Economics and Communications in Naji Shaukat’s 
Cabinet. Became Minister for Defence under Rashid Ali-al-Gilani in March 
1933. Resigned with the latter in October 1933. 1 tha Minister for Educa- 
tion in February 1934, resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934, 
and was appointed Director-General of the Ministry of Finance in December 
1934. Transferred to be Director-General of the Ministry of Economics and 
Communications in June 1935. Appointed Director-General of Finance in 
December 1936. 

In August 1937 he joined Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet as Minister for 
Economics and Communications. Resigned in May 1938 on account of insinua- 
tions made by his colleagues (not without reason) that he had made a corrupt 
agreement with a Government road contractor. Appointed Minister of 
Communications and Works in September 1939; resigned with whole Cabinet 
in February 1940. 

41. Jamal Baban.—A Kurdish lawyer. Born 1890. Served for some time 
as a judge in the Northern Liwas. Became Deputy for Arbil in the general 
election of 1928. Appointed Minister for Justice in Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet March 
1930. Resigned with Nuri Pasha in October 1932. Reappointed Minister for 
Justice in Jamil Madfai’s Cabinet in November 1933. tained his portfolio 
when Jamil-al-Madfai reformed his Cabinet in February 1934 and remained at 
the Ministry of Justice in Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet formed in August 1934. Resigned 
with the whole Cabinet in February 1935, and in October joined the party 
organised by Jamil-al-Madfai to oppose Yasin Pasha. Owed his continued 
presence in successive Cabinets perhaps more to the tradition that each Cabinet 
must have one Kurd than to his personal abilities. 

Returned for Arbil in the elections of June 1939. 


42. Jamil-al-Rawi—aA Bagdadi; born 1892, officer in the Turkish army. 
Served in the Shereefian forces during the Arab revolt. Chief aide-de-camp to King 
Ali in Jedda, and came to Iraq with His Majesty after Ibn Saud’s conquest of the 
Hejaz. Elected Deputy for Dulaim in the general election of 1928, became vice- 

resident of the Taqaddum party and Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies. 
inister for Communications and Works in Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet formed in 
March 1930. Became Minister for Defence in January 1931, but lost his portfolio 
when Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1931. Appointed Mutessarif 
of Kirkuk July 1932. Transferred to Kut in October 1935. His services were 
dispensed with by the Hashimi Cabinet in March 1936. In Decembeg_A936 he 
was in Jerusalem and in touch with the Grand Mufti and the Arab movement in 

Palestine.. Appointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires in Jedda September 1939. 
43. Jamil-al-Madfait—Of Mosul, born about 1886. Led the party which in 


June 1920 came from Dair and called upon the tribes to rise against the British 
in the name of the Shereef. Entered Tall Afar after the murder of Captain 
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Stuart, which he had instigated. — himself leader of the Northern Mesopo- 
tamian army. On the approach of British troops from Mosul returned to Dair. 
Returned to Iraq 1923. Bote: after, a mutessarif and saw service in a 
number of different liwas. Appointed Minister for the Interior under Nuri Pasha 
in March 1931. Became President of the Chamber in December 1930, following 
Jafar Pasha’s resignation, Resigned October 1931, at-the same time resigning 
from Nuri Pasha’s party as a protest against the high-handed actions of Muzahim 
Beg Al Pachachi, then Minister for the Interior. Composed his quarrel with 
Nuri Pasha in November and was re-elected President of the Chamber on the 
30th November. Again elected President in November 1932 and March 1933. 
Became Prime Minister in November 1933. Resigned in February 1934, but 
resumed office with a reformed Cabinet about ten days later. Resigned again in 
August 1934, but accepted portfolio of Defence in Cabinet which was then formed 
by Ali Jaudat. Became Prime Minister in March 1935, but was forced to resign 
by Yasin Pasha’s agitation in the Euphrates after being in office for only twelve 
days. In October 1935 revived the party of National Unity as an opposition to 
Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet, but vasetyed little support. Declined an invitation to 
join the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936. In the winter 
of 1936-37 he went to the Yemen to obtain the adhesion of the Imam to the Pact 
of Arab Brotherhood, signed by Saudi Arabia and Iraq in April 1936, and in 
August 1937, after the resignation of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet, he became 
Prime Minister. 

He lacks administrative ability, but is a figure in the political world. Is 
generally popular because he expresses his opinion in an honest, downright 
manner. 

Throughout 1938 he held his Cabinet together and carried on the govern- 
ment of the country in difficult circumstances with success. Forced to resign on 
the 25th December, 1938, by a military demonstration organised. by Husain Fauzi, 
the Chief of the General Staff, and Taha-al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. 
Continues to enjoy considerable political influence. 


44. Jamil-al-Wadi—Sunni of Bagdad. Brother of Hamid-al-Wadi, aide- 
de-camp to the Amir Abdullah, and Shakir-al-Wadi, formerly aide-de-camp to 
the late King Feisal. 

Appointed a judge in 1923 and became director of the Land Registry Depart- 
ment (Tapu) in 1931. 

Appointed Minister for Justice November 1932. Resigned with Cabinet in 
March 1933. Appointed Director-General of State Domains Lands (in the 
Ministry of Finance) October. 1933. Returned to the Ministry of Justice in June 
1934 as member of the Court of Cassation, and a month later was appointed 
Chief Public Prosecutor. Appointed Director-General of Posts and Taagraphs 
in April 1935. 

Appointed 2 eh ae private secretary in the Palace in July 1937, but lost 
this post when Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet fell, and was passed into obscurity 
as an inspector in the Ministry of Justice. 

Appointed Director-General of Tapu in January 1938, and of Land Settle- . 
ment in August 1939 when the latter Department was amalgamated with Tapu. 


,_., 45. Kamil Chadirji—Sunni, born Bagdad 1901, brother of Rauf Chadirji. 
His sister is the wife of Mahmud Subhi-al-Daftari. Educated locally and 
raduated at the Law School. For a short time he held a minor post in the 
inistry of Finance, but soon gave up the civil service for journalism and 
political agitation. In 1930 he was editor of Al Ikha-al-Watani, and his paper 
was suppressed for its attacks on Nuri Said’s Government. He later edited 
Al Akhbar, which suffered the same fate as Al Ikha-al-Watani. In May 1934 
he was convicted and fined £20 for publishing false news in a third newspaper, 
Sawt-al-A hali, of which he was the oe editor. In September of the same 
id he was arrested and charged with the publication of pamphlets attacking 
.ing Ghazi, but he was released a few days later as there was no evidence against 
him. He holds left wing views on social and political questions. He was 
55a Minister for Economics and Communications in the Cabinet formed 
by Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936. ; 

_ He resigned in June 1937 on account of his disapproval of the Cabinet’s 
policy te rs 2 mri and left ae ye peatd for several months. When he 
returned in the autumn he was sus of encouraging communistic propaganda. 

Nothing was heard of him duiing 1938-39. tig Hea 
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46. Khalid Sulaiman.—Brother of Hikmat Sulaiman (g.v.).. Born 1877. 
Returned in 1926 from Constantinople, where he had spent most of his life in 
commerce. Was Minister for Education under Tanta | uwaidi in April 1929. 
In the reshuffle of portfolios which followed Abdul Muhsin Beg’s suicide in 
November 1929, Khalid Beg was made Minister for Irrigation and Agriculture 
under Naji Pasha Suwaida. A pleasant, honest and likeable man, but has no 
influence in politics. Appointed Director-General, Public Works Department, 
J. er Heo Transferred to be Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in 
September 1934. Appointed Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1935. 

Retired in March 1939 and now lives on his pension and looks after the affairs 
of his imprisoned brother Hikmat. 

47. Khalil Ismail—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1903. Graduate of Law 
College, Bagdad. Held various positions under the Ministry of the Interior 
1925-32. inted Secretary to the Cabinet 1932. Director-General of 
Ministry of Interior 1935. Director-General of Education 1936. Pleasant, 
reasonable, speaks English well. 

. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry te moran Affairs in August 
1937, but in October he was sent to be Mutessarif of Amarah. 
Director-General of Ministry of the Interior September 1938. 


48. Khushaba, Malik.—Assyrian chieftain of the Lower Tiari tribe, aged 
e 


about 55. Presbyterian, and generally in disagreement with Mar Shimun. 
educated by American missionaries at Urumia. A striking personality with a 
romantic record as fighter and leader. Supported the Iraqi Government in thei 
efforts to settle the Assyrians satisfactorily in Iraq and thereby incurred the bitter 
enmity of Mar Shimun. Many of his followers were, however, quite innocently 
massacred in August 1933 in spite of their friendly attitude towards the Iraqi 
Government. He desires to leave Iraq, but does not wish to be resettled in the 
same place as Mar Shimun. 
, ince hope of moving all the Assyrians from Iraq has been abandoned, Malik 
Khushaba has settled down to a quiet life in his village. 


49. Mahmud Subhi Daftari—Sunni of Bagdad. Lawyer. Born 1890. Went 
with his father to Constantinople during the occupation and returned in 1919. 
Appointed Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of dad) April 1930, but was dismissed 
in September 1931. Appointed principal of the Law School November 1931, but 
resigned immediately after his appointment. Became Director-General of Tapu 
December 1932 and Amin-al-Asimah October 1933. Transferred to the Ministry 
of the Interior as Director-General of Municipalities in November 1936. He soon 
quarrelled with Arshad-al-Umari, the Amin-al-Asimah, and resigned. He was 


made a Senator in October 1937. 
‘Pleasant, well intentioned and noticeably more moderate in politics than in 


his earlier days. 

. Became Minister of Justice in Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in December 
1938, but devoted more attention to his entertaining than to his official duties. 
Resigned February 1940 with whole Cabinet. 


50. Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh.—Chief of the Amarat, Anaiza (Arab) 
tribe of Iraq. He succeeded his father in 1927. Born about 1896. Intensely 
proud, but wiser than he appears to be. He has endeavoured to maintain good 
relations with the Iraqi Government, though the Nationalist element in Bagdad 
regard him with some suspicion on account of his father’s close friendship with 
the British. His tribal area is from the Euphrates southwards to the Nejd 


border. 

51. Mahmud, Shaikh—Of the family of Barzinja ped ic He has 
inherited from his father and grandfather great tribal and religious influence 
throughout Southern Kurdistan. He was made Hukumdar of Suleimani in 1918, 
shortly after the British occupation. In June 1919 he revolted against British 
authority, was wounded and deported to Henjam Island in the Persian Gulf. 
He was reinstalled as Hukumdar of Suleimani in 1922, after the Turks had forced 
the British political officers there to withdraw. In 1923 armed action had to be 
taken against him to check his endeavours to establish his influence in the Kirkuk 
and Arbil Provinces. Suleimani was reoccupied in 1924, but Sheikh Mahmud was 
not brought to terms until 1927. ‘These were that he was to abst&in from politics 
and live outside Iraq in one of his Persian villages close to the border. He chose 


ewe 


to 


16 


Piran and stayed there quietly until 1930, when an outbreak of Kurdish 
Nationalist feeling in Suleimani again tempted him into the political arena. 
Air and ground forces had again to be sent against him, and on the 31st May 
he surrendered at Panjwin. He was granted an allowance and sent to live at 
Hilla. From there he was later removed to Ramadi, and in the summer of 1933 
he was permitted to take a house in Bagdad. He receives an allowance of 
900 rupees a month from the Iraq Government. He has three sons, Rauf, Baba Ali 
and Latif. Rauf is quiet and industrious and is a student in the Law College. 
Elected Deputy for Sulaimani in December 1938 and again in June 1939. 
Baba Ali, after completing his secondary schooling at Victoria College in 
Alexandria, was sent to Columbia University, New York, to study political 
economy. On his return in 1938 he was given pay igee in the railways. Latif 
is the pet of his father, and will follow closely in his footsteps, if he has a chance 


to do so, 
His properties in Sulaimani were confiscated in 1931, but restored by special 


Act of Parliament in December 1938. 


52. Mar Shimun.—Eshai, Mar Shimun, Patriarch of the Assyrians 
(Catholicos of the Church in the East). 

Born about 1909. Succeeded to the patriarchate in 1920 when a child. 
Educated in England at a seminary in Canterbury. Since coming of age and 
assuming the authority of his ition, Mar Shimun has actively fostered 
discontent among the Assyrians. atever his position as the head of a spiritual 
community, his temporal authority is not acknowledged by a large number of 
Assyrians, estimated at a maximum at 12,000. His aim has been to establish the 
whole community in a compact enclave under his own spiritual and temporal 
authority. He was the inspirer of the mutiny of the levies in 1932 and of the 
exodus to Syria in 1933. ported by the Iraq Government in the summer of 
1933, he was gre an asylum in Cyprus, where his father David and his aunt 
Surma joined him. In October 1933 he went to Geneva to oer to the League 
of Nations against the massacre of Assyrians which followed the Assyrian attack 
on the Iraq army at Dairabun (Faishkhabur) in August 1933, and in November 
went to England to obtain support from friends and sympathisers there. On his 
deportation King Feisal granted him and his family a provisional allowance of 
£780 a year, subject to his correct behaviour. This allowance was stopped b 
King Ghazi in the summer of 1934 on account of the propaganda whic 
Mar Shimun persistently carried on against Iraq. 

While paying lip-service to the League of Nations and always ready to 

tition that y on behalf of the Assyrians, he has proved disloyal to its 
ecisions whenever they have conflicted with his personal ambition. By preferrin 
Rentpoee power to spiritual 2 Nene he has been the means of inflicting muc 

needless suffering on a deserving people. During the year 1934 he was mostly in 

England, paying several visits to Geneva when Assyrian affairs were under | 
discussion. He remained in Europe throughout 1935 and 1936, spending much 


time in London. 
In 1939 he was granted British naturalisation and went to live in Cyprus. 


53. Maulud Mukhlis—Sunni. Born about 1875. A fine soldier, he behaved 
with great gallantry with the Sharifian army and was badly wounded. His 
exploits do not lose in the telling. Served in Syria and was sent in 1920 to Dair, 
where the agreement between the British Governmnt of Occupation and the Arab 
Government was reached under his auspices in April. A hot Nationalist, he 
continued to spread anti-British Pi soca = among the tribes until he was 
recalled by King Feisal in June. mained in Syria after the fall of the Arab 
Government and returned to Bagdad in July 1921.. He lost no time in joining the 
extreme Nationalist group. There was no post to offer him in the Iraq army, but 
he was given some land near Tikrit and settled down to cultivate it, with 
occasional visits to Bagdad and Mosul to take part in Nationalist activities. In 
May 1923 he was appointed Mutessarif of Karbala, to deal with the Ulema. He 
is no administrator, but he kept things quiet at the time of the exodus of the 
mujtahids. An impulsive man, who allows his pan-Arab sentiment to rule his 
actions. He was bitterly hostile to the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in 
October 1937 after Bakr Sidqi’s coup d’ Etat and openly condemned the murder of 
Jafar Pasha. In February 1937 an attempt was made to assassinate him and 
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three of Bakr Sidqi’s aides-de-camp were suspected. Maulud then went to live in 183 
Syria, but returned soon after Bakr Sidqi’s murder in August 1937. Has been 
a Senator since 1925. , 

He was elected president of the Chamber in December 1937. 

Attended the Arab Parliamentary Conference on Palestine arranged by 


Alubba Pasha in Cairo in the summer of 1938. 
Re-elected President of the Chamber November 1938 and again in June and 


November 1939. 
354. Muaffaq-al-Alousi—Born about 1894. Belongs to a learned family of 
Bagdad. He is a graduate of the Sorbonne whence he returned to Bagdad in 


1926. Was appointed a professor in the law school and afterwards in 1928 
r: Affairs. Two years later he 


Director-General in the Ministry for ete 

quarrelled with the Minister, Abdullah Damluji, and withdrew to Beirut. In 

1931 he accompanied Nuri Pasha to Mecca to i the Iraq—Nejd ‘‘ Bon- 
1932 he went again to , this 


Voisinage ’’ Agreement. In the autumn of 
time to take up a post as judicial adviser to King Abdul Azziz-al-Saud. He 


remained in Arabia for about a year and then returned to dad. In May 1934 

he was appointed first secretary in the Iraqi Legation in Tehran. Transferred 

to be consul at Beirut in May 1935. Appointed consul-general at Bombay 
December 1936. Dismissed from the Foreign Service in November 1937. 

Remained in Syria until January 1939 when he returned to Iraq. Return 

to the Foreign Service in February 1939 and posted to Paris as chargé d’affaires. 

Transferred to be consul-general at Damascus June 1939. i 

- 55. Muhammad Ali Mahmud.—Sunni. Born 1895. A lawyer who has served 

in man ts under the Ministry of Justice, including that of Director-General 

of the Ministry, Director-General of Tapu and judge of the Court of Appeal. 

agdad in 1935 and for Arbil in 1936. 


Elected to the Chamber as Deputy for 
Has twice been elected Vice-President of the Chamber and held the post of 


chairman of the Finance Committee in 1937. Appointed Minister of Finance in 

Hikmat Sulaiman’s reformed Cabinet in June 1937. He resigned in August 1937 

with the whole Cabinet. He has a reputation for moderation and sound judgment. 
Elected Deputy for Arbil December 1937 but lost his seat in June 1939. 


56. Muhammad Amin Zaki—A Kurd of Sulaimani. Born 1880. Well <- 
educated and speaks French, German and English. Formerly staff officer in 
Turkish army. as made Minister for Communications and Works in November 

uently held the portfolios of Education and Defence. Exerted 


1926, and su 
little influence in the Cabinets in which he has held office. His policy is to try to 


please the Kurds by supporting Kurdish Nationalists without compromising his 
position with the Arabs. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the general election of 
1930. Again Minister for Economics and Communications July 1931. Resigned 


October 1932. Appointed Director-General of Economics and Communications 

March 1933, but became unemployed when this post was abolished in September 

1934. Became Minister for Hioedinics and Communications in March 1935 in 
ed when the Cabinet fell in October 1936. 


* Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet. Resign 
Elected Deputy for Sulaimani in December 1937 and again in June 1939. 


Became Minister for Economics in March 1939 in Rashid Ali’s third Cabinet: 


57. Muhammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghata (Saiyid)—Shiah Alim of Najaf. 
One of the few Arab Divines of importance. 

Attended the Moslem Conference at Jerusalem in 1931 as Iraqi a, oy 
Visited Persia on a prolonged tour in the summer of 1933, and returned to Ir 
in February 1934. In the spring of 1935 he took a prominent part in the trib 
insurrections on the ag ta and gave his full support to the tribes which took 
up arms against Yasin Pasha’s Government. He hoped to persuade them to make 
a united front with the Ulama‘in an attempt to force on the Government a series 
of sectarian demands intended to secure for the Shiah community a greater share 
in the government of the country. He was only partially successful and, after the 
ieee the tribes by the army, he wisely withdrew to silence in the shrines 
of Najaf. 

Declared a jihad for Palestine in the summer of 1938. 

In 1939 it was suspected that he had accepted money from the German 


Legation to foster anti-British feeling. 


[21617] D 


18 


58. Muhammad Ridha-al-Shabibi.—Shiah of Bagdad, born about 1880. 
Belongs to a well-known family. Member of Constituent Assembly and Minister 
for }ednoaéion in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in 1924. Again given the portfolio of 
Education in the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1935. His reactionary 
views soon brought him into conflict with this colleagues and with the chief 
permanent officials of his Ministry, and he resigned in September 1935. He 
President of the Senate, February 1937, and was reappointed Minister for 
Education in Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1937. He is president of the 
Bagdad branch of the Pen Club and has a considerable reputation as a man of 
letters. Resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai in December 1938. 


59. Muhammad Salih-al-Qazzaz—Bagdad Mechanic. Born about 1898. 
Has recently come into prominence as a labour leader and agitator. A profes- 
sional dem e, he always thrusts himself in the van of any bazaar troubles, 
and has been especially conspicuous in encouraging discontent among the labour 
employed by the foreign companies operating in Iraq. Played a leading part in 
organising the boycott of the Bagdad Electric Light Company in the autumn 
and winter of 1933. :; 22 ; 

During the premiership of Yasin-al-Hashimi he was not allowed to agitate, 
but when Hikmat Sulaiman came into office in October 1936 Muhammad Salih 
became the treasurer of the Popular Reform League which was organised by 
Kamil Chadirji with a left-wing programme. His activities became so tiresome 
that in February 1937 he was sent to live in Ramadi, where he remained until 


December 1937, when he was released. 


60. Muhammad-al-Sadr, Saiyid—Born about 1885. An influential Shiah 
divine of Kadhimain. Was a violent Nationalist in the early days of the British 
occupation, and played a prominent part in the insurrection of 1920. He fled 
to Syria when the insurrection was put down, but returned with the Amir Feisal 
in June 1921. Took an active part in the anti-mandate controversy of 1922, but 
after the proclamation of the Constitution in 1924 greatly modified his views. 
Appointed a Senator in 1925, and elected President of the Senate in 1929. He 
has subsequently been re-elected to this position at each new session, until 
February 1937, when Ridha-al-Shabibi was elected instead. He was re-elected 
President of the Senate in December 1937 and again in December 1937, June 1939 
and November 1939. 


61. Musa Shabandar.—Bagdadi Sunni, born 1899. 

‘ ? son of Mahmud Shabandar, a wealthy land and property owner of 
agdad. 

Went to Berlin soon after the armistice, and has since been living in Europe, 
mostly in Zurich and Berlin. Has frequently contributed anti-British articles 
to the Bagdad press, using the pen-name of ‘‘ Alwan Abu Sharara.”’ 

Came to Bagdad in autumn of 1932, and in January 1933 was appointed: 
secretary of the permanent Iraqi delegation at the League of Nations. 

Speaks English, French and German. Appointed first secretary to the Iraqi 
Legation in Berlin in October 1935. 

Early in 1937 he was accused of giving certificates of export to Iraq for 
munitions destined for Spain and recalled to Hagdad, where he was placed under 
arrest. In December proceedings against him were dropped and it seems doubtful 
whether there was ever any real evidence against rhe, Elected Deputy for 
Amarah, December 1937. 

Lost his seat in June 1939. ce, oe gg to the Diplomatic Service in June 
1939 and sent as Chargé d’ Affaires to Berlin. Returned to Bagdad October 1939, 
and was appointed Assistant Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. Capable and helpful. 


62. Mustafa-al-Umari.—Sunni of the Umari family of Mosul. Born 1893. 
Graduated in Law School in Bogiad just before the war. Served as an officer in 
the Turkish forces fighting in Mesopotamia during the war and was made a 
prisoner just before the fall of Bagdad. Ret to Iraq after the armistice 
and entered Government service. Since then he has served in the Wagf Depart- 
ment and in the Ministries of Finance and Interior. His posts include the 
following: kaimakam in several districts, Accountant General, Director-General 


lv * 


of the Ministry of the Interior and mutessarif in a number of liwas. In 1936 
he was appointed Mutessarif of the Muntafiq liwa and in June 1937 he joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet as Minister of the Interior. He retained this port- 
folio in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in August 1937. , 

During the first half of 1988 he acquired a reputation for taking large 
bribes, ant though no allegations were proved, the Prime Minister thought it 
well to austen ith to another Ministry. He accordingly went to Justice in 
October 1938. In December 1938 he resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai’s 
Cabinet after the mili demonstration organised by Husain Fauzi and Taha- 
al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. He is a Senator. 


63. Muzahim-al-A min Pachahjt.—Sunni of a: Born 1888, a lawyer. 
Elected Deputy for Hillah in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and sat in 
the first Chasahes in 1925. Minister of Communications and Works in the 
Hashimi Cabinet, August 1924. In 1927, while in London, he made a close study 
of British politics. Recalled to B d in February 1928 and joined the active 
Nationalists. His ideas seemed to be tinged with communism. Was prominent 
in anti-Zionist manifestations in sammer of 1929. Became Minister of Economics 
and Communications in January 1931, and, shortly after, Minister of the Interior, 
in which post he unexpectedly gave satisfaction to his British advisers. Resigned 
in October 1981 on account of a difference with his coll regarding his 
dismissal of the Amin-al-Asimah. Towards the end of ne 1932 he was charged 
with complicity in the circulation of scurrilous anonymous letters, lapcre a 
tions against the personal honour of the King. Resigned his seat in the Chamber 
and was committed for trial with four othe: J it 

ns ppb in October 1932. In October 1934 he was appointed Minister at Rome 
and permanent delegate at Geneva.. In November 1935 he was relieved of his 


duties at Geneva. Appointed Minister at Paris in July 1939. 


64. Dr. Naji-al-A sil—Bagdadi, born 1895. First became prominent in 1922 
as semi-official Hashimite representative in London. Continued to represent 
Hashimite interests in London until final conquest of the Hejaz by Ibn Saud. 
Dr. N ai then became destitute in England, and was deported to Iraq in October 
1925. In Iraq he was soon employed under the Ministry of Defence in the Iraqi 
peed Medical Service. Appointed Iraqi Consul-General and Chargéd’ Affaires 
in Jedda in August 1931. Returned to eer in June 1932 to be present duri 
the visit of the Amir Feisal, son of King Abdul Aziz-al-Saud. Appointed co y 
Mohammerah, October 1932. Acting Director-General in the Ministry for 
riser peat April 1933. Appointed counsellor in the Legation at Tehran, 

pril 1935. 

In June 1936, while on leave in Bagdad, he was appointed Master of Cere- 
monies at the palace, and accepted the portfolio of Foreign Affairs when Hikmat 
Sulaiman formed his Cabinet in October 1936. Resigned with Hikmat Sulaiman 
in August 1937, and was not included in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai. 

A pleasant man of considerable intelligence. 


65. Naji Shaukat—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1891. Studied in Constantinople 
and became a reserve officer. Joined the Sharif and was at Aqabah with Colonel 
Lawrence, for whom he has a great admiration. Returned to dad in 1919. 
Early in 1921 he was given an appointment under the Mutessarif of Bagdad, and 
subsequently became mutessarif. He showed considerable administrative ability, 
and maintained cordial relations with his British advisers. He was appointed 
Mutessarif of Kut in October 1922, of Hillah in 1923, and of Bagdad in 1924. 
Minister for Interior, June 1928, Minister for Justice, September 1929, and 
reverted to Interior in the changes which followed Abdul Muhsin’s suicide. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at eae in September 1930. Recalled to Bagdad in 
October 1931 to take up portfolio of Interior. Became Prime Minister in 
November 1932. Received the Order of Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy in 
January 1933. Resigned premiership March 1933. Minister for the Interior 
in November 1933, resigned February 1934. Again appointed Minister at Angora 
April 1934. He accompanied Taufiq Rustu Aras, the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on his official visit to Bagdad in the summer of 1937, and was 
then offered a Cabinet post in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. He declined 
because of his objection to Bakr Sidqi’s influence. . 
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Became Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
eee 1938, but resigned in April 1939. Deputy for Bagdad in the elections 
of June 1939. 

{ Became Minister for Justice in Rashid Ali’s Cabinet in March 1940. 

66. Naji-al-Suwaidi—Born in Bagdad 1883. Educated at Bagdad and in 
the school of law at Constantinople. Speaks French and English. Public 
Prosecutor in the Yaman 1905; president of the Commercial Tribunal, Basra, 
1908; member of the Bagdad Court of Appeal 1910; Kaimakam of Kadhimain 
1910-11; of Najaf 1911; and of Hindiyah 1912; Civil Inspector for Diarbekr, 
Urfa and Mardin, 1913; Inspector for the Eastern Region (Adana to Mosul) 
1915; Civil Inspector of the ppm Vilayet 1916, whence he was transferred to 
Konia; Civil Inspector in the Ministry of the Interior, Constantinople, 1917. 
Returned to Syria after the armistice and was appointed Deputy Military 
Governor of Bagdad, but resigned the appointment after a few days and returned 
to his former post in Aleppo. Returned to Bagdad in March 1921, and was active 
in the preparations for the reception of the Amir Feisal. Was appointed Minister 
of Justice in September 1921 and held the post till November 1923, having served 
for a short time also as Minister of Interior. Deputy for Bagdad in the 
Constituent Assembly, March 1924. He opposed the treaty and voted against it. 
Became Prime Minister in November 1929. His Cabinet resigned in March 1930. 
Re-elected for Bagdad in the general election of 1930, but resigned his seat in 
March 1931 as a protest against the alleged unconstitutional conduct of the 
Government. Accompanied King Feisal to Tehran in April 1932. Appointed 
Senator January 1933. Joined Jamil Madfai’s Cabinet in February 1934 as 
Minister for Finance, and a with his colleagues in August 1934. He 
presided over the Arab Congress held at Bludan (Syria) in August 1937, to protest _ 
against the Lemar of His Majesty’s Government in Palestine, and on returning to 
Iraq reorganised and strengthened the Palestine Defence League. 

In 1938 he did useful work on Government committees. 

Became Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali-al-Gilani 
in March 1940. * 

67. Nasrat-al-Farisi—Lawyer of Bagdad, born about 1890. In the earl 
days of the Iraqi Government he held somewhat extreme Nationalist views, whic 
he voiced as a Deputy in the Chamber. Was Jater given an appointment in the 
Ministry of Justice, where he served diligently for a number of years. 

Minister for Finance, November 1932. Resigned with Naji Beg Shaukat 
in March 1933. Appointed Minister for Finance in Jamil Beg Al Madfai’s 
Cabinet in November 1933. Resigned in February 1934. Appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in April 1935. Appointed Iraqi 
delegate at Geneva in June 1937. ; 

Steady and intelligent, but inclined to be obstructive. ; 

Was relieved of this appointment in the summer of 1938 when it was decided 
to withdraw the Iraqi delegation from Geneva. He then returned to the Bar. ~ 


68. Nishat-al-Sanawi.—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1893. Studied in the School 
of Law, Constantinople. He was in Bagdad before the occupation, went to Mosul 
with the Turks, and was employed in various capacities there. Returned after the 
armistice and took service under the British Administration. Was appointed 
Director of the Law School when it was reopened in 1919; criminal magistrate, 
February 1922; judge in the Court of Appeal, March 1923. Amin-al-Asimah, 
Bagdad, 1925-30. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry of the Interior in 
April 1930, and became ies og of the Law School, February 1981. 
Reappointed Director-General in the Ministry of the Interior, November 1931. 
oe Administrative Inspector, November 1933. Became Director-General 
of Municipalities in June 1935. 

Appointed Chief Finance Inspector, May 1936. Placed on pension about 
end of 1938. 

4 _ 69. Nuri-al-Said—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1888, son of an accountant of 
Mosul descent. Educated in Constantinople, speaks Turkish, German, French and 
po Served in Balkan War. He was one of the founders of the Ahd in 1918, 
and came from Constantinople to Iraq in order to start branches there. He was in 

Basra at the time of the occupation as a patient in the American hospital; 

joined the Arab army in the Hejaz in June 1916, and commanded the troops till 
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the arrival of Jafar Pasha (his brother-in-law); served as C.G.S. till the fall 


of Damascus. A good strategist very receptive of ideas, clever, hard-working, 
rash and hot-headed under fire. A modernist with an exceptionally alert intelli- 
ce. Was awarded the D.S.O. 1917 and the C.M.G. 1919, and accompanied 

eisal in London, Paris and Syria in 1919 and 1920. He always wished for a 
reasonable gg mcr ee between the French and the Arabs, and dissuaded 
King Feisai from offering resistance to the French on the ground that he could 
not hope for support from the British. When the break came in July 1920 he 
went with Feisal to England. Returned to Bagdad in February 1921 and took 
charge of the Ministry of Defence during the absence of Jafar Pasha at the 
Cairo Conference. On his return he became C.G.S. and Director-General of 
Police, and held these appointments till October 1922. Acting Minister of 
Defence from November 1922 to November 1923. Held the same portfolio ie 


Jafar Pasha’s Cabinet. Minister of Defence again in November 1926, an 


retained that portfolio with only short intervals out of office until he became 
Prime Minister in March 1930. apne and signed the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
of June 1930. Visited Jedda in 1931 to negotiate a ‘‘ Bon-Voisinage ’’ Treaty 
with Nejd and the Hejaz. Resigned with the whole Cabinet the 19th October, 
1931, but reaccepted office on the same day in a reformed Cabinet. Visited Angora 
with King Feisal July 1931, and again in December—January 1931-32. Durin 
latter visit he signed with Turkish Government an Extradition Treaty, a Treat 
of Commerce and a Residence Conventign. Resigned premiership in October 
1932. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1933, but did not proceed. 
Became Minister for Foreign Affairs in Cabinet of Rashid Ali Gilani in March 
1933. Resigned with Rashid Ali in October 1933 and accepted portfolio of 
Foreign airs and Defence under Jamil-al-Madfai in November 1933. 
Resigned in February 1934, but returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
August 1934 under Ali Jaudat’s eae ares Resigned with Ali Jaudat in 
February 1935, but retained the portfolio of Foreign Affairs in the succeeding 
Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai, and returned again to the Ministry in 
the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March. 1935. 

In October, after Bakr Sidqi’s successful military revolt, Nuri Pasha, fearing 
for his life, fled to Egypt with his family, where he carried on a restless 

itation from Cairo to secure his return to Iraq. He came back in October 1937 

after the murder of Bakr Sidqi and the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. 
He was offered the post of Traqi Minister in London, but did not accept it. In 
early December he went to Syria with the intention of working privately for a 
solution of the problem of the future of the Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 

But for two short visits to Bagdad, Nuri-al-Said spent the whole of the 
a 1938 outside Iraq, occupied principally in desultory conversations about 

alestine with politicians in Syria, Egypt and London. On each of his short 

visits to Bagdad his presence gave rise to rumours concerning his political 
intentions, but these died away as soon as he left. 

In December 1938 he came back to stay, and a few days later a military 
et by Taha-al-Hashimi and Husain Fauzi 


demonstration in his favour or 
overthrew Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet and brought Nuri-al-Said into office as 


. Prime Minister. He represented Iraq at the opening of the London conversations 
about Palestine in January 1939. 
Resigned the premiership in February 1940, but at the Regent’s request 
reformed his Cabinet and continued in office until the end of March, when, with 
his own collaboration, a new Cabinet was formed by Rashid Ali. 


70. Rashid Ali-al-Gilani.—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1892. A distant relation 
of the is In Turkish times was a clerk in the Waqf Department. Fled to 
Mosul with the Turks on the capture of Bagdad, and after the fall of Mosul 
practised as a lawyer. In May 1921 he was appointed a judge in the Court of 
Appeal. His work as a judge won him the good opinion of his advisers. Was 
sppatiied Minister of Justice in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in 1924. Resigned over 
the signing of the Turkish Petroleum Company’s Concession in March 1925, 
which, at Yasin Pasha’s instigation, he strongly opposed. Became Minister of 
Interior in the second Saduniyah Cabinet in Siar 1925, but resigned almost 
immediately on being elected President of the.Chamber of *Deputies. From 
November 1926 to January 1928 was Minister of the Interior. Re-elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies in the general election of 1930, but resigned his seat in 
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March 1931, in. company with Yasin-al-Hashimi, Naji-al-Suwaidi and Ali Jaudat, 
as a protest against the conduct of Nuri Pasha’s Government. Became a 

rominent leader of the Hizb-al-Ikha-al-Watani (the party of National 

rotherhood). He encouraged the — strike in July 1931, hoping thereby to 
embarrass Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet. ppointed chief private secretary to the King 
in July 1932. Became Prime Minister in March 1933. Resi October 1933. 
Appointed Senator in summer of 1934. Helped to organise the disturbances on 
the Euphrates which forced Ali Jaudat to resign in March 1935 and, as Minister 
for the Interior, joined the Cabinet then formed by Yasin-al-Hashimi. 

After Bakr Sidgi’s military revolt against the Hashimite Cabinet in October 
1936, Rashid Ali fled to Constantinople. He came back in October 1937. _ 

During 1938 he made several speeches in the Senate attacking the policy of 
Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet. 

Deported to Anah December 1938. Returned a few days later when 
Nuri-al-Said succeeded Jamil-al-Madfai as Prime Minister. Appointed chief 
private secretary to the Palace in January 1939, and remained in this post after 
King Ghazi’s death in April 1939. Became Prime Minister in March 1940. 


71. Rashid-al-Khojah—Sunni of dad. Born 1884. Staff officer in 
Turkish army. Came to Damascus after the armistice. Prominent member of 
the Ahd-al-Iraqi. He returned to Bagdad in November 1920 and was appointed 
mutessarif in January 1921. He is weak and much under the thumb of the extreme 
National group. In February 1922 he was appointed mutessarif of Mosul, where 
he was completely under the influence of Mustafa Sabunji. As his presence in a 
frontier division was considered inexpedient by the Iraqi Government, he was 
removed and reappointed mutessarif o en pr Appointed Iraqi consul-general 
at Cairo October 1928, and Director-General of Education January 1930. Consul- 
general, Beirut, August 1931. Chargé d’Affaires and Rett ag at Jedda, 
August 19338, but did not take Hp Pest Ap inted Minister for Defence under 
Naji Shaukat, November 1932. igned with Naji Shaukat’s Cabinet in March 
1933. Elected President of the Chamber of Deputies November 1933 after 
resignation of Jamil-al-Madfai. Reappointed Minister of Defence in February 
1934, resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934. Re-elected 
President of the Chamber in December 1934. Again appointed Minister for 
Defence in Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in March 1935, but resigned with the whole 
Cabinet after bys only twelve days in office. Elected to the Chamber in August 
1935 and joined the hg ihre led by, Jamil-al-Madfai. Appointed principal 
private secretary in the Palace in September 1937. 

Appouned Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by 
Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet in January 1939. 


72. Rauf-al-Bahrani.—A Shiah of Bagdad, born about 1897. Graduated at 
the Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a clerical post in the Ministry of 
Finance, where he rose to be Accountant-General (not altogether by merit). 
Appointed Minister for Finance in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in March 1935. 

Resigned October 1936. . 

_ Appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise, January 1938. Became 
Minister of Finance in February 1940 and of Social Affairs in March. 


_ 1%. Rauf-al-Chadirji—Sunni of Bagdad. He was Mayor of Bagdad at the 
time of the cutting of New Street and earned a great deal of personal unpopularity 
thereby. Left for Berlin shortly before the occupation, and subsequently went 
to Switzerland, returning to — in the summer of 1920, up to which time 
permission to return had been refused him. Speaks French, En Fish and German 
well. He set up practice as a barrister and consorted much with British officials. 
He took no part in the Nationalist agitation; nevertheless, when his father was 
deported to Constantinople in is ati he was asked to return with him. He came 
back in 1921 and resumed his legal work without taking any part in politics. He 
has most of the business of foreign firms in his hands owing to his knowledge of 
English. He was in England on a visit during the summer of 1923, returnin 
home in September. A retiring man of modernist opinions. Deputy for Hillak 
in the Constituent Assembly in March 1924. He was strongly opposed to the 
passage of the treaty without amendments and voted against it. Chosen director 
of the law school August 1924. Minister of Finance, nd Saduniyah Cabinet 
and afterwards became Minister of Justice in Jafar Pasha’s Cabinet in November 
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1926. Iraqi Minister to Angora autumn 1929. ye post as Minister at 
Angora in ber 1930, and returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. : : 
Appointed Iraqi Minister in London in December 1936, and proceeded to his 
post early in 1987. Resigned March 1940 and remained in England, where he 
as a well-paid post with the Iraq Petroleum Company. 
A cultured, likeable and intelligent man. 


74. Rauf-al-Kubaisi—Sunni; of Kubaisah origin. Born 1885. He was 
commandant of gendarmerie in Aleppo under Jafar Pasha in 1919 and did useful 
work in keeping order before the advent of the French in July 1920. Refused 
office under the French and returned to dad in February 1921. He was 
appointed Kaimakam of Suq in November 1921, but was removed in June. He 
then for a time joined the extreme Nationalist group in Bagdad. Appointed 
Director-General of Prisons in 1924 and subsequently erg no part in politics. 
Appointed Mutessarif of Basra January 1930. Dismissed for incompetence, April 
1931. Appointed Director-General of Augaf in summer of 1933, and Director- 
General of Census in November 1937. 

Mutessarif of Bagdad November 1938 and Director-General of Auqaf April 
1939. Resigned June 1940. 


75. Sabih Najib.—Born 1892. Gazetted to the Turkish army in 1912. Joined 
Iraqi army 1921, and reached the rank of lieutenant-colonel 1929. Passed a staff 
course in so and for some time was Commandant of the Iraqi Staff College 
in Bagdad. s English and French and some German. Appointed Director: 
General of Police in March 1931. Represented Iraq on the Syrio-Iraq Frontier 
Delimitation Commission in 1933. Appatiited counsellor, Berlin, June 1935. 
Transferred to Geneva as Iraqi delegate to the League of Nations in November 
1935. 


He was appointed Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
December 1937, with the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary. 

Made Minister for Defence in October 1938. Resigned with the whole 
Jamil-al-Madfai Cabinet the 25th December, 1938. 

Tried by court-martial in February 1940 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar, Minister of Finance. Acquitted on this charge and sentenced 
to one year’s imprisonment for having used insulting language when speaking 
of the Government at a semi-public gathering Was panded by the Regent 
after serving only a few weeks of his sentence. 


76. Sadigq-al-Bassam.—Shiah of Bagdad. Born 1895. Graduated: at the 
Bagdad Law School, and for several years practised as a lawyer. Deputy for 
Kut 1930-34. In the Chamber he gave steady 4 rt to Yasin Pasha, and was a 
member of the Ikha-al-Watani party. In June 1935, as a reward for his political 
services, he was appointed Director-General of Government Lands and Properties 
in the Ministry of Finance, and became Minister of Education in Yasin Pasha’s 
Cabinet in September 1935. Resigned in October 1936. 

Elected Deputy for Kut December 1937 and for Bagdad in June 1939. 
Became Minister of Economics in September 1939. Joined the Cabinet formed 
by Rashid Ali in March 1940 as Minister of Education. 


77. Said-bin-Ali.—Mir (chief) of the Yazidis. Lives at Baidra near Mosul. 
Weak character, drinks heavily and indulges in every sort of vice. Much under 
the control of his mother, Maiyana, who is a woman of personality and was at one 
time a noted beauty. The Yazidis are dissatisfied with, Said Beg on account of 
his profligate living, and from time to time there is a movement to depose him and 
substitute another member of the ruling family. So far, however, traditional 
loyalty has been strong enough to keep Said in his position. 

. 78. Said-al-Haji Thabit—Born Mosul 1883, Sunni. Merchant. - Elected 
Deputy for Mosul 1925. page to the Islamic Congress in Jerusalem 1931. 
Deputy 1933-34-35. Nationalist. He has taken a prominent part in all 
movements in og he support of the Arabs in Palestine. President of the 
Palestine Defence Society, which is particularly active in ap sig money for the 
Arabs of Palestine. He attended the Bludan Arab Congress in August 1937. 

Elected Deputy for Mosul June 1939. : 
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“ 79. Salah-al-Din Ali-al-Sabbagh.—Born about 1896. Educated at Istanbul 
and graduated as an officer from the Turkish Military College. Taken prisoner 
in the war 1914-18 and released to join the Amir Feisal’s army. Gazetted 
second-lieutenant in the Iraqi army 1921. Has done courses at Belgam and 
Sheerness and also attached to British units. Instructor at Bagdad Military 
College 1924. Appointed Director of Operations in the Ministry of Defence 
September 1937, and became O.C. 3rd Division March 1940. Is an efficient 
officer, but has the reputation of being a careerist with ambition. —_—_ = 
Belongs to the group of senior officers who are particularly active in politics. 


80. Salman-al-Barrak.—A tribal notable of Hillah, Minister of Irrigation 
and Agriculture 1928-29. Has been in the Chamber of Deputies for many years 
and has frequently held position of Vice-President. 


¢ 81. Salih Jabr.—Shiah lawyer of Najaf, born about 1890. Employed for 
some time as a judge. Elected Deputy February 1930 and resigned from the 
bench. Asauired notoriety in the Chamber as a persistent asker of questions and 
ready speaker. Appointed Minister for Education under Jamil Madfai 
November 1933. Resigned February 1934. Elected Deputy for Muntafiq December 
1934. Appointed Mutessarif of Karbala in April 1935, where he proved 
successful. In October 1936 he accepted the portfolio of Justice in Hikmat 
Sulaiman’s Cabinet. Resigned in June over the Euphrates disturbances and 
went away for several months. He returned when Jamil-al-Madfai formed a ~ 
Cabinet and was appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise. 

Became Minister for Education in Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
December 1938. Elected for Diwaniyah June 1939. Minister for Social Affairs 
in February 1940. Resigned in March 1940. . 


4 82. Sami Shaukat—Born Bagdad 1893. Sunni. Brother of Naji Shaukat. 
Graduated at Military College of Medicine, Constantinople, 1916. Joined the 
Arab army in Syria in 1919. Appointed to Iraqi Health Service 1921 and 
subsequently served for several years as Director-General of Education. Became 
Director-General of Public Health in 1936. An ardent Arab Nationalist. 

Appointed Director-General of Education in March 1939. He has done much 
to increase military education in the secondary schools. Became the first Minister 
for Social Affairs in September 1939 and Minister for Education in February 
1940. Resigned in March with whole Cabinet and was reappointed Director- 
General of Education in April 1940. 


83. Shakir-al-Wadi.—Sunni of dad, born 1894. Brother of Jamil-al- 
Wadi. Served as an officer in the Turkish army from 1915 to the armistice. 
Joined the Iraqi army in 1921. Captain 1928. In 1929 he was attached for 
training to various units in England, and in 1930 he was promoted major and 
made aide-de-camp to King Feisal. He was on King Feisal’s staff during His 
Majesty’s State visit to England in 1933. Promoted lieutenant-colonel in 1935 
sand attended the Staff College course. Returned to Iraq 1936 and was appointed 
G.S.O. 1 in the Kirkuk Division, of which Bakr Sidqi was the G.O.C. He was 
right-hand man to Bakr in the eergt revolt of October 1936. He is intelligent, 
capable and ambitious and is one of the few officers in the army who are of good 
family, have a decent private life and presentable manners. After Bakr Sidqi’s 
murder in August 1937 he was ee military attaché in London, but a few 
weeks later he was dismissed and placed on the retired list. 

Banished from Bagdad in Dateonber 1938 for intrigues against Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Government, but permitted to return in January 1939 after Nuri-al-Said 
had formed a Government. Appointed to the ies diplomatic service in June 
1939 as second secretary to the Iraqi Legation, Tehran. Has been in charge of 
the legation since his appointment and has done well. ° 


‘84. Taha-al-Hashimi.—Brother of the late Yasin-al-Hashimi. Born 1888. 
Served in Turkish army and was employed in Arabia and the Yemen during the 
war. Was given a post on the Turkish General Staff in Constantinople in 1920, 
but returned to Bagdad in 1922 to join the Iraqi army, and was at once appointed 
Officer Commanding Troops in Mosul. Appointed chief of the General Saft and 
came to Bagdad in 1923. Was attached to Sir Percy Cox in May 1924 for the 
boundary negotiations with the Turkish Government which followed the signi 
of the Treaty of Lausanne. The post of chief of the General Staff was abolished 
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shortly after his return in —— 1924, and for a while he acted as tutor to the 
(then) Crown Prince Ghazi. — chief of the Census Department in 1926 
and Director of Education in 1928. In 1930 he returned as chief of the General 
Staff to the eg of Defence, and was promoted farig (general). In 1931 he 
visited the Imam Yahiyah of the Yemen and concluded a treaty of friendship 


between the Yemen and Iraq. A ee 
He is popular with the British officers of the military mission. In September 


1935 he was appointed Acting Director-General of Education in addition to his 
other duties. 2A 
He was in Angora in October 1936 when Hikmat Sulaiman and Bakr Sidqi 
forced Yasin-al-Hashimi to resign and wisely did not return to Iraq. He came 
back in September 1937 and was offered the post of Director-General of Works. 
He refused this offer on the ground that it was beneath his dignity to accept any 
position lower than that of Chief of the General Staff. « 
Elected Deputy for Bagdad in December 1937. Opposed Jamil-al-Madfai’s 
Cabinet in the Chamber. orked actively on the committee of the Palestine 
Defence League in 1938. On the 25th December, 1938, in collaboration with 
General Husain Fauzi, he organised a mili demonstration against Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Government, and became Minister for Defence in the Cabinet ,which 
Nuri-al-Said formed when Jamil-al-Madfai resigned. Became a Deputy for 
Bagdad in the elections of June 1989. Retained the portfolio of Defence ‘in the 
Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in March 1940. ‘ 


85. Tahsin Qadri.—Sunni of Damascus. Born 1893. Was with Feisal in 
Damascus and accompanied him to Europe in July 1920. Came with him to 
Bagdad in June 1921, and was appointed an A.D.C. to the King in August. 
Married the daughter and heiress of Abdul Wahhab Pasha Qartas of Basra. 
Appointed Master of Ceremonies in the palace March 1932. Accompanied 
King Feisal on his State visit to England in 1933 and received the K.C.V.O. 

In June 1936 he was compelled to resign from the palace on account of the 
scandal of the marriage of Princess Azzah. He was later appointed counsellor 
to the Iraqi Legation in Tehran and took up his in November 1936. 
Appointed consul-general at Bombay in December 1937. Speaks English and 
French. Pleasant and clever. 

Appointed Director of Ceremonies in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
February 1939. Became consul-general in Beirut in July 1939. 


86. Talib Mushtag.—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1900. Father was minor official... 
Took part in the anti-mandate agitation of 1922 and in the spring of 1923 was one 
of those responsible for anti-British posters issued over the signature of the 
Sie ay Committee of Iraq Secret Societies. ng (84 ve Inspector of Schools in 
1924 and held a variety of appointments under the Ministry of Education until 
November 1931, when he was appointed first secretary to the Iraqi Legation at 
Angora. Appointed Director of the Consular Department in the Ministry for 
pete ot Pi _ in November 1935. Appointed consul-general at Beirut in 

ugust 1937. 

_ Withdrawn and dismissed from the service in Feb 1938. He remained 
for a time in Syria, but returned to Bagdad when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet 
in December 1938. Appointed Accountant-General in Jan 1939 and Director- 
General of Propaganda, Publicity and Broadcasting in May 1939. Became 
consul-general in Jerusalem May 1940. 


87. Taufig-al-Suwaidi—Born 1889. Studied law in Bagdad and Con- 
stantinople and international law in Paris. In 1913 became first interpreter to 
the Ministry of Education, Constantinople. Represented Iraq at the Arab 
Conference held in Paris in July 1913. After the armistice went to Syria and 
was appountes judge in Damascus. Returned to Bagdad in October 1921 and in 
November was appointed Assistant Government Counsellor and Director of the 
Law School. Minister for Education January 1928. Prime Minister 1929. 
President of the Chamber 1929. Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1981. Joined 
Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in July 1934 as Minister for Foreign Affairs, but 
resigned with the whole Cabinet in August. Held Cabinet office for twelve days 
as Minister for Justice in Jamil-al-Madfai’s short-lived Cabinet in March 1935, 
and in October was appointed Comptroller-General of Accounts. He became 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs in Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1937, and 
headed the Iraqi delegation to the League of Nations in September. There he 
handled the Assyrian and Palestinian questions with tact and moderation. 

Again represented Iraq at the League of Nations in the autumn of 1938, and 
afterwards visited London as the guest of His Majesty’s Government. There he 
had conversations with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies about Palestine. _ 

Resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet on the 25th December, 
1938, as the result of a military demonstration made against them. Represented 
Iraq at the London conversations on Palestine in 1939 after Nuri-al-Said had 


returned to Iraq. 

88. Thabit Abdul Nur—Born 1890. Son of Aziz Abdul Nur, a prominent 
Jacobite Christian of Mosul. He was christened Nikole. Was an officer in the 
Turkish army, embezzled money and fled to Syria to join Shereefian cause. At this 
time he changed his name to Thabit, became a Moslem and performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Came to Bagdad in November 1921 and became prominent 
in extreme Nationalist politics. Elected Deputy for Mosul in general election of 
1930, and appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Communications in June 1931. The post was abolished in March 1933. Tried 
in 1932 for Sees the funds of the Agricultural Exhibition (April 
1932), but acquitted. ; 

Appointed counsellor in the Iraqi Legation in London December 1933. This 

t was abolished and he was appointed Iraqi Oil a tne in London in 
Tair 1934. Appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Communications in June 1935. His post was abolished in November 1936, and 


he remained without employment until December 1937, when he was appointed — 


to the Iraqi Diplomatic Service. 

Early in 1938 he was appointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires at Jedda. There he 
ut forward a number of fantastic ae to the Saudi Arabian Government 
or which he had been given no authority by the Iraqi Government. The Saudi 

Government soon detected the folly of his schemes and gave up taking him 
seriously. In December 1938 and January 1939 he was in Sanaa visiting the King 
of the Yemen. 

He was on leave in Germany on the outbreak of war in September 1939 and 

chose to remain there rather than return to Iraq. It is believed that he helps in 
the preparation of Arabic broadcasts from Berlin. 


sf 89. Umar Nazmi.—Born Kifri 1893. Graduated at the Bagdad Law Coll 
1913. Appointed Judge, Khaniqin 1913; Baqubah 1914; on the outbreak of the 

war joined the Reserve Officers’ School and was named Public Prosecutor to the 
Military Court, Bagdad. Appointed Judge, Civil Courts, Kirkuk 1921; Arbil 
1923; Kirkuk 1924; Vice-President, Civil Courts, Mosul 1924; Hillah 1925; 
President, Civil Courts, Diala; Mutessarif of Kirkuk Liwa 1927. Mutessarif of 
Kut and Basra Liwas; Administrative Inspector 1931; Mutessarif of Mosul 
Liwa 1934. ‘ 

Held other Government posts up to August 1937, when he was made to be 
Director-General of Revenues. Became a Minister of Economics and Communica- 
tions in December 1938 in the Cabinet of Nuri-al-Said. 

Made a Senator April 1939. Minister of Interior in September 1939 and 
Acting Minister of Justice in February 1940. Joined Rashid Ali’s Cabinet in 
March 1940 as Minister of Communications and Works. 


90. Yunis Bahri.—Born about 1904. Of the Jubur tribe of Mosul. From his 
early days he has been well known for his unprincipled character and immoral 
private life. From 1923 to 1926 he held minor clerical posts in Government 
offices. In June 1926 he went on a journey round the world and was repatriated 
destitute from Paris after having served a term of imprisonment for a 
misdemeanour. Between 1929 and 1933 he travelled in Arab countries, including 
Tripoli, Tunis and the Hadhramaut, and also Java, India, Afghanistan and Iran. 
On his return to Iraq he took up journalism and gave his support to extreme 
nationalism. He also published a newspaper called 4 l Uqab. He was subsidised 
in 1935-36 to ep articles favouring the Italian conquest of Abyssinia and 
in 1936 he sold himself to the German Legation. In April 1939 he went to Berlin 
and soon afterwards became the announcer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast. 
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In this position he has been very successful, and his broadcasts are a powerful 
instrument of German propaganda. 

91. Yusuf Ghanimah.—An intelligent and hardworking Chaldean Catholic 
of Bagdad; born about 1890. Diminutive and unimpressive, he mixes freely with 
Moslems and was made Minister for Finance in January 1928, after having shown 
industry and ability as rapporteur of the Finance Commitiee of the Chamber. 
Has sat in Parliament for dad since the first election. Lost his seat in the 
Chamber in the general election of 1930, and then began to take part in the 
activities of the two Opposition parties, the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party 
and the Hizb-al-Ikha-al-Watani (the Party of National Brotherhood). ae in 
Director-General of Revenues in the Ministry of Finance, December 1932, and 
Director-General of the Ministry in 1933. e Minister for Finance in 
Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in August 1934. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in 
February 1935. Appointed Director-General of Finance in June 1935. 

Appointed general manager of the Agricultural-Industrial Bank in 
Deceasber 1936. , 

92. Yusuf Iz-al-Din.—Sunni. Son of Ibrahim Pasha, a Kurd of Sulaimani. 
Born Bagdad 1891. Married to the daughter of Ali Agha of Sulaimani. 
property in Bagdad, Amara and Sulaimani. Educated locally and entered the 
civil service in 1918. Graduated at the Law School in 1927. Became a finance 
inspector in 1928 and was promoted Assistant Director-General of Finance in 
1930. Became Director-General of Land Settlement June 1934, Accountant- 
General June 1935. Appointed Minister of Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s 
Cabinet in October 1936. He ag in July 1937 because of his dissatisfaction 
with the Cabinet’s policy on the Euphrates and with Bakr Sidqi’s influence over 


the Prime Minister. 


Obituary. 
The following person included in the personalities for 1939 has died since 
July 1939 :— 
Rustam Haidar. 
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1. Se-i- Ag e ; 

-2. Abbas Mehdi. 

3. Abdul Aziz-al-Mudhaffar, M.BB. 

4. Abdul Aziz-al-qaseab. : 

be Abdul Ghafure-aleBadri. 

6. Abdul Latif Nuri. 

7. Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid). 

8. Abdul gad ir-al- Gilagi. 

9.’ Abdul Qadir-al-Rashid. 

10. Abdul Wahid, Shaikh. 

ll. Abdullah-al-Damluji. 

12. Ahmad, Shaikh of Barzan. 

13. Ahmad-aleshaikh Daw, Saiyid. 

14. Ahmad-~i-Taufiq. : 

15. Ahmad Zaki-al-Khaiyat. ‘ 

16. Ajil-al-Yawar. 

17. Akram Mushtaq. i 

18. Ali Jaudat. 

19. Ali Mahmud Smikh Ali. 

20. Ali Mumtaz. 

21. Amin-al-Umri. 

22. Amin Zaki Sulaiman. 

23. Arshad-al-Umari. 

25. Ata Amin. 

26. Bebekr Agha. 

27 Daudie-al~-Haidari. 

28. Dawi-al-sadi, Saiyid. 

29, Fadhil Jamali, Dr. 

30. Fahmi-al-Mudarris. 

31. Faris Agha. 

32. Hanna Khaiyat. 

33. Hikmat Sulaiman. 

34, Husain Afnan, Saiyid. 

35, Husain Fauzi-bin-Hasean. 

37. Ibrahim Kamal. 

38, Jafar, Abu Timman. 

39. Jafar Hamandi. 

40. Jalal Baban. 

41. Jamal Baban. 

42. Jamil-al-Rawi. 

43. Jamil-al~-Madfai. 

44, Jamil-al-Wadi. 

45. Kamil chadirji. 

46. Khalid sulaiman. 
47. Khalil Iemil. : | ; 





48. Khushaba, Malik. 

49. Mahmud subhi Daftari.. 

50. Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh. 

51. Mahmud, shaikh. 

52. Mar shimun. 

53. Maulud Mukhlis. 

64. Muaffaq-al-Alousi. 

55. Muhammad Ali Mahmw, 

56. Muhammad Amin Zaki. * 

57. Muhammad Husain Kashif-al-Ghata (Saiyid). 
58. Muhammad Ridhae-al-Shabibi. 

59. Muhammad salih-al-qazzaz. 

60. Muhammad-al-Sadr, iyid. 

61. Musa Shabandar. 

62. Mustafa-al-Umri. 

63. Muzahim-al-amin Pachahji. 7 
64. Dr. Na jie-al-Asil. 

65. Naji shaukat. 
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Na ji-al-Swraidi. 
Nasrat-al~-Farisi. 
Nishate-al-Sanawi. 
Nuri-al-said, 

Rashid Ali-al-Gilani. 
Rashid-al-Khojah. 
Rauf -al-Bahrani. 
Raufeal-Chadirji.- 
Rauf-al-Kubaisi/ 
Sabih Najib. 
Sadiq-al-~-Bassan,. 
Said-bin-Ali. 
Saideal-Haji Thabit. 
Salah-al-—Din Ali-al- Sabbagh. 
Salmane-al-Barrak. 
gal ih Jabr. 

Sami Shaukat. 
Shakir-al-wadi. 
Taha-al-Hashimi. 
Tahsin gadri. 

Talibd Mushtaq. 
Taufigq-al-Suwaidi. 
Thabit Abdul Nur. 
Umar Nazmi. 

Yunis Bahri. 

Yusuf Ghanimh,. 
Yusuf Iz-al-Din. 
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ern in Begded the 2nd Mey, 1935, Succesdea to the 
throne on the death of his father, Ghazi I, on\ April Ga, 
1959, His mother is a sister of the Amir Abdul Illah. 
He has an English nurse and also a newly arrived English 
governess Miss Salman, Ls a bright, intelligent child, 
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During the first year pf the Regency he has began to sow & 


promising capacity for his officka}] duties. 
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9- ABDUL QADIR*AL~-GILANI, 


GS hg can a8 Yusuf Gilani, Born Bagdad 1904, 


Entered governnent service 1926 and shortly afterwards was 
appointed Attache in the Iraqi Legation in Londen, while 
in London he studied at the London School of Economics, 
Appointed(S¢9) oretary at Iraqi Legation in Cairo 
1934, Promoted ) aboretary 1938, On meny- occasions he 
was én charge of the Peegation and maintained: excellent 
relations with the British Embassy, In Egypt he married 
an Egyptian girl of good family and was popular in 
Egyptian society. Appointed Master of Ceremonies at the 


Royal Palace April, 1940, tne KAD 
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@ went to Jive in Sulaimani, He finds it_ 





very hasd to maintain a large family on the allowance of I.D. 30 


@ month that he receives from the Iraqi Government, 
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to Mosul. Hie brother was imprisoned in Syria early in 1940 for 


raiding across the border, 
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ve Banished from Bagdad sas s Cabinet in N 8, but 
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1930 he was appointed; Mutecearif of Dea, se a Se 


. Guket ¢ for the Shei of ‘Koweit: 
ter holding this appointment for about a year he was 


traneferred to Bagdad to be Director-General of Customs and 
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Excise, Aga yutagarfir he allowed his political prejudices 


to colour too deeply his administrative activities, 
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Born Mosul 1889 of the notable family of the Umaris. Passed out of the 


Military College in Bagdad in 1906 and then entered the Artillery School in 
Constantinople, where he remajned for three Mb ee Gazetted second lieutenant 
in 1909 and posted to Adana. Later he served in 1910 in operations ee the 
Shammar and in 1911 and 1912 against the tribes in Samawa, Abu Sukhair and 
Rumaitha. Entered the Turkish Staff College in 1912. Fought in the Balkan 
‘war and was mentioned in despatches for good work on the Chitaljah lines. 
After the war of 1914-17 he took wt (with Spore gereee in the Arab 
insurrections at Deir-ez-Zor and Tell Afar. He returned to Mosul after the 
peace amnesty in 1920 and joined the Iraqi army at the time of its formation. 
e was promoted Assistant Chief of the General Staff in 1935 and General Officer 
Commanding the Northern Area in 1937. In August 1937 he refused to carry 
out the orders given to him by the Government to arrest a number of officers 
charged with co-operating in Bakr Sidgqi’s murder, and this successful defiance 
brought about the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet. Soon after, when 
Jamil-al-Madfai came into office, Amin-al-Umari was transferred to command of 
the Bagdad District. 
ent to Europe on leave in the winter of 1938 to undergo medical treatment. 
As a soldier he is out of date and obstinately refuses to modernise his 


tactical ae, 


<jas relieved of his command and placed on pension in February , 
—- because of the influence which he SMMM endeavoured to 


exercise in political matters outside his proper sphere, 
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A Moelem (Sunni) of Turkoman origin, Born 1889 in 
Bagdad, Received his military training in Istanbul and 
appointedfnd)yieutenant in the Turkish #my in 1905, 

He joinea the Iraq Army in 1921 as a faptain and was 


' promoted i) or in 1926, and PAcutenant-g61onel in 1930, 
when he was placed in command of the 4th Iraqi Infantry 


Q2- AMIN ZAKI SULAIMAN, 


Nattalion, 
He wae promoted Molonel in 1934 and appointed to the 


oonand of the Northern Division with Headquarters at Mosul, 
WM, and a month later he was/appointed AuarterAiaster Jeneral, 
Q In October 1935 he wae given the Command of the Euphrates 
Division, Diwaniyah, Promoted Brigadier in Juney 1936, 
He was much opposed to the Bekr Sidqi régine in 1936, 
He remained with the Euphrates Division until August, 1957, 
when he was appointed G.0.C. the 2nd Division, Kirkuk, which 
‘position he was still holding when he was appointed acting 
C.G.S. in Merch 1940, Promoted jfajor-feneral in vane 7 


1940, 
He is now 53 years old and is the Senior Peticer now 
serving in the Iraq Army, Is a staunch supporter of Taha- 
—al-Hashimi ,and is. considered a capable officer and a strict 
disciplinarian, but is generally unpopular in the xruy with 


poth officers and men, 


29 
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. Arshad-al-U mari. 


> 7” “Of the well-known: Umari family of Mosul. Born 1888. ‘ Trained as an 
engineer in the days of the Turk. Municipal engineer in Constantinople. Staff 
oficer during the war. Speaks French and understands some English. Meniber 
of the first Iraqi Parliament and supporter of Abdul Muhsin Beg. — Appointed 
by latter first dg Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs. A min-al- 
simah (Mayor o gio November 1981, and during his two-year tenure of 
that appointment did much for the improvement of the amenities of i 
Was appointed Director of Irrigation in November 1933. Joined Ali Jaudat’s 
Cabinet in August 1934 as Minister for Economics and Communications. 
Resigned with the Cabinet in February 1935 and remained without a post until 
May 1936, when he was appointed Director-General of Municipalities. In 
November 1936 he again became Mayor of Bagd % 
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22. Asim-al-Nagqib, Sai 

qk it The Foch on of Sei id Abdul Rahman and younger brother of Saiyid 
Mahmud. Born Bagdad 1879. Appointed pong & on the death of Saiyid Mahmud 
in July 1936. A man of Tittle ¢ pricier, but he has Saag acquired the 
conventional appearance of a Sunni Alim and holy man. 
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at Rome, October Transferred to Eisele Al ope as woot eRe 
Transferred to Pane as chargé d'affaires ‘in’ August 1988 and aig iia 
February’ 1939. 


In July 1939 he returned to Rome and remained there until 


June 1940 when he was transferred to London, 
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He has behaved well since the Iraqi Government established 
normal administration im the Pizhder area in 1938, . 
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8 often said that his influence in the Ministry of 
Education is anti-Britieh but, however that may be, he has always 
collaborated in the most friendly manner with the Bubasesy in 
developing the work of the British Council in Iraq, 
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“Was placed on pension a year later, 
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In the summer of 1939 he was removed to Sulaimani where he was 


interned in a comfortable house, 
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elieved of his appointment and placed on pension in February 
1940 for interference in p6litice, 
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Tried by fourt-ylartiar in February 1940 for being an accessary 
to the murder of Rustam Haidar and acquitted, 
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Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in September 


’ 


1959 jresigned with whole gevinet in February 1940, 
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! 


CE5 


born about 1886, 







1008 he held ‘. , 
: pear ts oe 
198, Bes ear Semcecsntite: conemes 


“£7 


the General: Staf, and ‘Taha-al-Hashimi in Soar 


as an n inapector i the “Ministry of " 
__ Appointed Director-General of Tapu in, fh 


oa ee 





__- Bind 0 of Land settlement in August 1939 
Department was amalgamated with Tapu, 











was heard aD of him 


ae | 





Retired in Maroh 1959 and now lives on his pension and looks 


after the affairs of his imprisoned brother Hikmat, 
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Resigned February 1940 with whole rinet. 
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Elected Deputy for Sulaiman! ta 


Became Minister for Economics in March 1939 in Rashid Ali's 
third Fc 
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Reappointed to the Diplomatic Service in June 1939 and 
sent as Charge d'Affaires to Berlin, Returned to Bagdad 
October 1939 and was appointed Aseistant Director-General in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Capable and helpful, 
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ppointed Minister at Paris inj July 1939, 
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Became Minister for Justice in Rashid ali's Cabinet in 
March 1940, 
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Became Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali 
al Gilani in March 1940, 
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61 < Sunni of Bagdad, born 1888, son of an accountant of Mosul descent. 
Educated in Constantinople, speaks Turkish, German, French and English. 
Served in Balkan War. He was one of the founders of the Ahd in 1918, and 
came from age ones oom to Iraq in order to start branches there. He was in 
Basra at the time of the occupation as a patient in the American hospital; 
joined the Arab army.in the Hejaz in June 1916, and commanded the troops till 

e arrival of Jafar Pasha (his brother-in-law); served as C.G.S. till the fall 
of Damascus. A good strategist very receptive of ideas, clever, hard-working, 
v| ‘rash and hot-headed under fire. A modernist with an exceptionally alert intelli- 
mce. Was awarded the D.S.O. 1917 and the C.M.G. 1919, and accompanied 
eisal in London, Paris and Syria in 1919 and 1920. He always wished for a 
reasonable rapprochement between the French and the Arabs, and dissuaded 
King Feisal from offering resistance to the French on the ground that he could 
not hope for support from the British. When the break came in July 1920 he 
went with Feisal to England. Returned to Bagdad in February 1921 and took 
charge of the Ministry of Defence during the absence of Jafar Pasha at the 
Cairo Conference. On his return he became C.G.S. and Director-General of 
Police, and held these appointments till October 1922. Acting Minister of 
Defence from November 1922 to November 1923. Held the same portfolio in 
Jafar Pasha’s Cabinet. Minister of Defence again in November 1926, and 
retained that portfolio with only short intervals out of office until he became 

Prime Minister in March 1930. Negotiated and signed the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 

of June 1930. Visited Jedda in 1931 to negotiate a “ Bon-Voisinage’’ Treaty 

with Nejd and the Hejaz. Resigned with the whole Cabinet the 19th October, 

1931, but reaccepted office on the same day in a reformed Cabinet. Visited Angora 

with King Feisal July 1931, and again in December—January 1931-82. During 

latter visit he signed with Turkish Gavecnceits an Extradition Treaty, a Treaty 
of Commerce and a Residence Convention. Resigned premiership im October 

1982. em Minister at Rome, February 1933, but did not proceed. 

Became Minister for Foreign Affairs in Cabinet of Rashid Ali Gilani in March 

1983. Resigned with Rashid Ali in October 1983 and accepted portfolio of 

Foreign Affairs and Defence under Jamil-al-Madfai in November 1933. 


Resigned in February 1934, but returned to the Ministry for Eoreee Affairs in 
August 1934 under Ali Jaudat’s premiership. Resigned with Ali Jaudat in 
February 1935, but retained the portfolio of Tien Affairs in the succeeding 
Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai, and returned again to the Ministry in the 
Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1935. 

In October, after Bakr Sidqi’s successful military revolt, Nuri Pasha, fearing 
for his life, fled to Egypt with his family, where he carried on a restless 
agitation from Cairo to secure his return to Iraq. He came back in October 1937 
after the murder of Bakr Sidqi and the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. 
He was offered the post of Iraqi Minister in London, but did not accept it. In 
earl; December he went to Syria with the intention of working privately for a 
solution of the problem of the future of the Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 


But for two short visits to Bagdad, Nuri-al-Said spent the whole of the year 
1938 outside Iraq, occupied principally in desultory conversations about 
Palestine with politicians in Syria, Egypt and London. On each of his short 
visits to Bagdad his presence gave rise to rumours concerning his political 
intentions, but these died away as soon as he left. ~_ 

In December 1938 he came back to stay, and a few days later a military 


demonstration in his favour organised by Taha-al-Hashimi and Husain Fauzi 
overthrow Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet and brought Nuri-al-Said into office as 
Prime Minister. He represented Iraq at the opening of the London conversations 


about Palestine in January 1939. 

Resigned the Premiership in February 1940 but at the Regent's 
request reformed his Cabinet end continyed in office until the 
end of arch when with his own collaboration a new Cabinet was 


formed by Rashid Ali. 
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0 JE et of Bagdad, born 1892. A distant relation of the Naqib. In Turkish 
Fled to Mosul with the Turks on 


times was a clerk in the Waqf Department. 
the capture of Bagdad, and after the fall of Mosul practised as a lawyer. In 
May 1921 he was appointed a judge in the Court of Appeal. His work as a 
judge won him the good opinion of his advisers. Was appointed Minister of 
ustice in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in 1924. Resigned over the signing of the 
Turkish Petroleum Company’s Concession in March 1925, which, at Yasin Pasha’s 
instigation, he strongly opposed. Became Minister of Interior in the second 
Saduniyah Cabinet in June 1925, but resigned almost immediately on being 
elected President of the Chamber of Deputies. From November 1926 to January 
1928 was Minister of the Interior. Re-elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 
the generai election of 1930, but resigned his seat in March 1931, in company 
with Yasin-al-Hashimi, Naji-al-Suwaidi and Ali Jaudat, as a protest against 
the conduct of Nuri Pasha’s Government. Became a prominent leader of the 
Hizb-al-Ikha-al-Watani (the party of National Brotherhood). He encouraged 


the general strike in July 1931, hoping thereby to embarrass Nuri Pasha’s 
to the King in July 1932. . Became 


Cabinet. Appointed chief private secreta 
Prime Minister in March 1933. Resigned October 1933. Appointed Senator 
in summer of 1934. Helped to organise the disturbances on the Euphrates which 


forced Ali Jaudat to resign in March 1935 and, as Minister for the Interior, 


joined the Cabinet then formed by Yasin-al-Hashimi. by 
After Bakr Sidqi’s military revolt against the Hashimite Cabinet in October 


1936, Rashid Ali fled to Constantinople. He came back in October 1937. 
During 1938 he made several speeches in the Senate attacking the policy of 
Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet. : 
Deported to Anah December 1938. Returned a few days later when 
Nuri-al-Said succeeded Jamil-al-Madfai as Prime Minister. Appointed chief 
dea secretary to the Palace in January 1939, and remained in this post after 


ing Ghazi’s death in April 1939, 


™ Became Prime uinister in ierch 1940, 


. Rashid-al. : ; 
q\ cS Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1884. Staff officer in Turkish army. Came to 
Damascus after e armistice. Prominent member of the, Ahd-al-Iragi. He 
returned to Bagdad in November 1920 and was appointed mutessarif in January 

1921. He is weak and much under the thumb of the extreme National group. In 
February 1922 he was appointed mutessarif of Mosul, where he was completely 
under the influence of Mustafa Sabunji. As his presence in a frontier division 

was considered inexpedient by the Iraqi Government, he was removed and 
pointed Iraqi consul-general at Cairo 


reappointed mutessarif of Bagdad. =e { 
October 1928, and Director-General of Education January 1930. Consul-general, 
Beirut, August 1931. Chargé d’Affaires and consul-general at Jedda, August 


1933, but did not take up post. Appointed Minister for Defence under Naji 
Shaukat, November 1932. Resigned with Naji Shaukat’s Cabinet in March 1933. 
Elected President of the Chamber of Deputies November 1933 after resignation of 
Jamil-al-Madfai. Reappointed Minister for Defence in February 1934, resigned 
with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934. Re-elected Pevsident ot the 
Chamber in December 1934. Again appointed Minister for Defence in Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Cabinet in March 1935, but resigned with the whole Cabinet after being 
only twelve days in office. Elected to the Chamber in August 1935 and joined the 
Opposition led by Jamil-al-Madfai. Appointed principal private secretary in 
the Palace in September 1937. . 
Appointed Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by 


Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet in January 1939. 


rales 


ws Rauf-al-Bahraniss 


«A Shiah of Bagdad, born about 1897. Graduated at the Bagdad Law School 
and was appointed to a clerical post in the Ministry of Finance, where he rose to 
be Accountant-General (not altogether by merit). Appointed Minister for 
Finance in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in March 1935. 

Resigned October 1936. 


Appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise, January 1938., 


“Became winister of Finance in February 1940 and of Sociel Affairs 
in iiarch, 


I 
A? 


- 967 


nm Rauf-al-Chadiagion 
“Sunni of Bagdad. He was Mayor of Bagdad at the time of the cutting of 
New Street and earned a great deal of personal unpopularity thereby. Left for 
Berlin shortly before the occupation, and subsequently went to Switzerland, 
returning to Bagdad in the summer of 1920, up to which time permission to 
return had been refused him. Speaks French, English and German well. 
He set up practice as a barrister and consorted much with British officials. 
He took no part in the Nationalist agitation; nevertheless, when his father was 
deported to Constantinople in August, he was asked to return with him. He came 
back in 1921 and resumed his legal work without taking any part in politics. He 
has most of the business of foreign firms in his hands owing to his knowledge of 
English. ._He was in England on a visit during the summer of 1923, returnin 
home in September. A retiring man of modernist opinions. Deputy for Hillak 
in the Constituent Assembly in March 1924. He was strongly opposed to the 
passage of the treaty without amendments and voted io it. Chosen director 
of the law school August 1924. Minister of Finance, Second Saduniyah Cabinet, 
and afterwards became Minister of Justice in Jafar Pasha’s Cabinet in November 
1926. Iraqi Minister to Angora autumn 1929. Resigned post as Minister at 
Angora in December 1930, and returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. : 
Appointed Iraqi Minister in London in December 1936, and proceeded to his 
post ra in 1937. Resigned March 1940 and remained in England, 


A cultured, likeable and intelligent man. 
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J. Rauf-al-Kuboisiom 


~=<-Sunni; of Kubaisah origin. Born 1885. He was commandant of gendarmerie 


-_in ee under Jafar Pasha in 1919 and did useful work in keeping order before 


the advent of the French in July 1920. Refused office under t. 

returned to Bagdad in February 1921. He was appointed Katee of Bias 
November 1921, but was removed in June. He then for a time joined the extreme 
Nationalist group in Bagdad. Appointed Director-General of Prisons in 1924 and 
subsequently pare no part in politics. Appointed Mutessarif of Basra 
January 1930. Dismissed for incompetence, April 1931. Appointed Director- 
General of Auqaf in summer of 1933, and Director-General of Census in 
ar ate print 

utessarif of Bagdad November 1938 and Director-Gener 
April 1939. Resigned June 1940, ee oe eee 
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k A = nee 1892. Gazetted to the Turkish army in 1912. Joined Iraqi army 1921, 


and reached the rank of lieutenant-colonel 1929. Passed a staff course in England, 
and for some time was Commandant of the Iraqi Staff College in Bagdad. aks 
English and French and some German. Appointed Director-General of Police 
in March 1931. Represented Iraq on the Syrio-Iraq Frontier Delimitation 
Commission in 1933. Appointed counsellor, Berlin, June 1935. Transferred to 
Geneva as Iraqi delegate to the League of Nations in November 1935. 

He was appointed Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
December 1937, with the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary. 

Made Minister for Defence in October 1938. Resigned with the whole 
Jamil-al-Madfai Cabinet the 25th December, 1938. 


Tried by houir dential in February 1940 for being an accessary to 
the murder of Rustam Haider, Minister of Finance. Acquitted on 
thie charge end sentenced to one year's imprisonment for having 


used insulting language when speaking of the Government at a 


semi-public gathering, Wee pardoned by the Regent after serving 


only a few weeks of his sentence, 


al 
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Shiah of Bagdad. Born 1895. Graduated at the Bagdad Law School, and 
for several years practised as a lawyer. Deputy for Kut 1930-34. In the 
Chamber he gave steady ae to Yasin Pasha, and was a member of the 
Ikha-al-Watani party. In June 1935, as a reward for his political services, he 
was appointed Director-General of Government Lands and Properties in the 
Ministry of Finance, and became Minister of Education in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet 
in September 1935. Resigned in October 1936. 


lected Deputy for Kut December 1937 and for Bagdad in June 1939. 


25¢ 


Became iwinister of Fconomicr in September 1959, Joined the Cabinet 


formed by Rashid Ali in hierch 1940 ase winister of Education, 


ye 4 Said-bitamdedipm 
af I ir (chief) of the Yazidis. Lives at Baidra near Mosul. Weak character, 


drinks heavily and indulges in every sort of vice. Much under the control of his 
mother, Maiyana, who is a womar of personalit and was at one time a noted 
beauty. The Yazidis are dissatisfied with Said leg on account of his profligate 
living, and from time to time there is a movement to depose him and substitute 
another member of the ruling family. So far, however, traditional loyalty has 
been strong enough to keep Said in his position. 
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gq. . Satd-al-Haji Thai, 
al «Born Mosul 1883, Sunni. Merchant. 
Delegate to the Islamic Congress in Jerusalem 1931. Deputy 1933-34-35. 
Nationalist. He*has taken a prominent part in all movements in Iraq in cy ab 
was. 7S 





particularly active 


» U vou. 
. 
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SALAH. ALe DIN ALI AL“ SABBAGH ; 2 $3 


Born about 1896, Educated at Istanbul and graduated 
as en officer from the Turkish wilitary College. Taken 
prisoner in the war 1914-18 and released to join the Anir 
Maioal's arwy. Gazetted 2nd Lieutenant in the Iraqi Aruy 
1921, Heae# done courses at Belgam and Sheerness and also 
attached to British units, Instructor at Bagdad wilitary 
College 1924, Appointed Director of Operations in the 
liinistry of Defence Septeuwber 1957 and becsme O,C, Sra 
Division werch 1940, Is an efficient officer but has the. 
reputation of beinz a cereerist with awbition, | 

Belongs to the group of senior officers who are 


particularly active in politics, 


e 


so ak 


8. Salmon-pi-Hareakics 

. A tribal notable of Hillah, Minister of Irrigation and Agriculture 1928-29. 
Has been in the Chamber of Deputies for many years and has frequently held 
position of Vice-President. 
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; ployed for some time as a judge. Elected 
from the bench. Acquired notoriety in the 


Chamber as a persistent asker of questions and ready speaker. Appointed 
Minister for Education under Jamil Madfai November 1933. Resigned Taeus , 
1934. Elected Deputy for Muntafiq December 1934. Appointed Mutessarif 


Karbala in April 1935 where he proved successful. In October 1936 he accepted 
the portfolio of Justice in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet. Resigned in June over 
the Euphrates disturbances and went away for several months. He returned 
when Jamil-al-Madfai formed a Cabinet and was appointed Director-General of 


Customs and Excise. 
Became Minister for Education in Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 


December 1938. Elected for Diwaniyah June 19397 


born about 1690, - 262 
a! jE Sali , 
ye we Shiah lawyer of Naja 

Deputy February 1930 and resign 


' winieter for Social Affaire in February 1940, Resigned in liarch 


1940, 


F) 
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n A Seni Shana 
Ge orn Bagdad 1893. Sunni. Brother of Naji Shaukat. Graduated at 


Military College of Medicine, Constantinople, 1916. Joined the Arab army in 
Syria in 1919. Appointed to Iraqi Health Service 1921 and subsequently served 
for several years as Director-General of Education. Became Director-General of 


Public Health in 1936. An ardent Arab Nationalist. 
Appointed Director-General of Education in March 1939. He has done much 


to increase military education in the secondary schools. 5 
Became the first uinister for Social Affaire in September 1939 


and iinister for Fducation in February 1940, Resigned in 


lia rch with whole gebinet and was refappointed Director-Generel of 


Bducation in April 1940, 


* Bie 264 
# | -" 
$5 we ee Bee born 1894. Brother of Jamil-al-Wadi. Served as an 


officer in the Turkish army from 1915 to the Armistice. Joined the Iraqi army 
in 1921. Captain 1928. In 1929 he was attached for training to various units 
in og we and in 1930 he was promoted major and made aide-de-camp to 
King Feisal. He was on King Feisal’s staff during His Majesty’s State visit to 
England in 1933. Promoted lieutenant-colonel in 1935 and attended the Staff 
College course. Returned to Iraq 1936 and was appointed G.S.0.1 in the Kirkuk 
Division, of which Bakr Sidqi was the G.O.C. He was right hand man to Bakr 
in the military revolt of October 1936. He is intelligent, capable and ambitious 
and is one of the few officers in the army who are of Se family, have a decent 
private life and presentable manners. After Bakr Sidqi’s murder in August 
1937 he was appointed military attaché in London, but a few weeks later he was 
dismissed and placed on the retired list. 

Banished from Bagdad in December 1938 for intrigues against Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Government, but permitted to return in January 1939 after Nuri-al-Said 
had formed a Government. Appointed to the Iraqi diplomatic service in June . 


1939 as second secretary to the Iraqi Legation, Tehran. 
ae psoas a ics 


“Has been im charge of tne Zegstion since his appointment. 


and has done well, 


an 
NO 
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rother of the late Yasin-al-Hashimi. 
army and was employed in Arabia and the Yemen during the war. Was given a 
t on the Turkish General Staff in Constantinople in 1920, but returned to 
agdad in 1922 to join the Iraqi army, and was at once appointed Officer 
ointed chief of the General Staff and came to 


Commanding Troops in Mosul. ape 4 
Was attached to Sir Percy Cox in May 1924 for the boundary 


Bagdad in 1923. ) 
negotiations with the Turkish Government which followed the signi the 
Treaty of Lausanne. The post of chief of the General Staff was abolishedjshortly 
after his return in August 1924, and for a while he acted as tutor to the{then 
Crown Prince Ghazi. Appointed chief of the Census Department in 1926 an 

Director of Education in 1928. In 1930 he returned as chief of the General Staff 
to the Ministry of Defence, and was promoted farig (general). In 1931 he visited 
the Imam Yahiyah of the Yemen and concluded a treaty of friendship between the 


Yemen and Iraq. ; . 
He is popular with the British officers of the military mission. In September. 
1935 he was appointed Acting Director-General of Education in addition to his 
other duties. . 
He was in Angora in October 1936 when Hikmat Sulaiman and Bakr Sidgi: 


forced Yasin-al-Hashimi to resign and wisely did not return to Iraq. He came 
back in September 1937 and was offered the post of Director-General of Works. 
He ref this offer on the ground that it was beneath his dignity to accept any 
position lower than that of Chief of the General Staff. 

Elected Deputy for Bagdad in December 1937. Opposed Jamil-al-Madfai’s 
Cabinet in the Chamber. orked actively on the committee of the Palestine 
Defence League in 1938. On the 25th December, 1938, in collaboration with 
General Husain Fauzi, he organised a eve demonstration against Jamil-al- 
Madfai’s Government, and became Minister for Defence in the Cabinet which 
Nuri-al-Said formed when Jamil-al-Madfai resigned. Became a Deputy for 


Bagdad in the elections of June 1939. 5 


t rs Taha-al-Hashims | 
ed {" Born 1888. Served in Turkish 


a 


“ Retained the portfolio of pefence in the Cabinet formed by 


Reshic Ali in warch 1940, 


/ 


OU 
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4 . Tahsi ‘ 
‘? 9 sect of Danan, Born 1893. Was with Feisal in Damascus and accom- 
panied him to Europe in July 1920. Came with him to Bagdad in June 1921, and 


was appointed an A.D.C..to the King in August. Married the daughter and 
heiress of Abdul Wahhab Pasha Qartas of Basra. seperated Master of 
Ceremonies in the palace March 1932. Accompanied King Feisal on his State 
visit to England in 1933 and received the K.C.V.O. 

In June 1936 he was compelled to resign from the palace on account of the 
scandal of the marriage of Princess Azzah. He was later appointed counsellor 
to the Iraqi Ts in Tehran and took up his post in November 1936. 
Appointed consul-general at Bombay in December 1937. Speaks English and 
French. Pleasant and clever. 

Appointed Director of Ceremonies in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 


February 1999°) 


ns 


- 
Sgecame goneul-Ceneral in Beirut in July 1939, 


e | - 280 


€° “<"Sunni of Bagdad, born 1900. Father wae—how : . Took 
part in the anti-mandate agitation of 1922 and in the spring of 1923 was one of 
those responsible for anti-British posters issued over the signature of the Supreme 
Committee of Iraq Secret Societies. a Lae Inspector of Schools in 1924 and 
held a variety of appointments under the Ministry of Education until November 
1931 when he was appointed first secretary to the Iraqi Legation at Angora 
Appcinted Director of the Consular Department in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs in November 1935. Appointed consul-general at Beirut in August 1937. 
Withdrawn and dismissed from the service in February 1938. He remained 
for a time in Syria, but returned to Bagdad when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet 
in December 1938. Appointed Accountant-General in January 1939 and 
Director-General of Propaganda, Publicity and Broadcasting in May 198h, 


— 


“\. Became ConeulsGenerel in Jerusalem iiey 1940, 


Tt 
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aA pi Lag Sanvaidtr ' 
>" rn 1889. Studied law in Bagdad and Constantinople and international 


law in Paris. In 1913 became first interpreter to the Ministry of Education, 
Constantinople. Represented Iraq at the Arab Conference held in Paris in 
July 1913. After the armistice went to Syria and was i judge in 
Damascus. Returned to Bagdad in October 1921 and in November was appointed 
Assistant Government Counsellor and Director of the Law School. inister 
for Education January 1928. Prime Minister 1929. President of the Chamber 
1929. Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1931. Joined Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet 
in July 1934 as Minister for Foreign Affairs, but resigned with the whole Cabinet 
in August. Held Cabinet office for twelve days as Minister for Justice in Jamil- 
al-Madfai’s short-lived Cabinet in March 1935, and in October was appointed 
Comptroller-General of Accounts. He became Minister for Foreign Aflairs in 
Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1937, and headed the Iraqi delegation to 
the League of Nations in September. There he handled the Assyrian and 
Palestinian questions with tact and moderation. : 
Again represented Iraq at the League of Nations in the autumn of 1938, and 
afterwards visited London as the guest of His Majesty’s Government. There he 
had conversations with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies about Palestine. ) oo» 
Resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet on the 25th December, 
1938, as the result of a military demonstration made against them. Represented 
Iraq at the London conversations on Palestine in 1939 after Nuri-al-Said had 


returned to Iraq. 
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ft 


at . Thabi ul Nur.— 
ze rm 1890. mn of Aziz Abdul Nur, a prominent Jacobite Christian of 


Mosul. He was christened Nikole. Was an officer in the Turkish army, embezzled 
money and fled to Syria to join Shereefian cause. At this time he changed his 
name to Thabit, became a Moslem and performed the pilgrimage to Mecca. Came 
to Bagdad in November 1921 and became prominent in extreme Nationalist 

litics. Elected Deputy for Mosul in ae election of 1930, and appointed 

irector of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and Communications in June 
1931. The post was abolished in March 1933. Tried in 1932 for misappropriating 
the funds of the Agricultural Exhibition (April 1932), but suited 


Appointed counsellor in the Iraqi Legation in London December 1933. This 
was abolished and he was appointed Iraqi Oil Representative in London in 
uly 1934. Appointed Director PF Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and: 
Communications in June 1935. His post was abolished in November 1936, and 
he remained without employment until December 1937, when he was appointed’ 


tu the Iraqi Diplomatic Service. 
pointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires at Jedda. There he! 


Early in 1938 he was a 
ut forward a number of fantastic Pe als to the Saudi Arabian Government 


or which he had been 
Government 
seriously. In 
of the Ye 







@ wae on leave in Germany on the outbreak of War in September 


1939 and chose to remain there rather than return to Iraq. 


It is believec that he helps in the preparation of Arabic 


broadcasts from Berlin. 


SO os 


eo 


$1 


an 


BB. Umar_Nazmi.— 
—Sorn Kifri 1995. Graduated at the Bagdad Law College 1918. Appointed 


Judge, Khaniqin 1913; Baqubah 1914; on the outbreak of the war joined the 
Reserve Officers’ School and was named Public Prosecutor to the Military Court, 
Bagdad. Appointed Judge, Civil Courts, Kirkuk 1921; Arbil 1923; Kirkuk 
1924; Vice-President, Civil Courts, Mosul 1924; Hillah 1925; President, Civil 
Courts, Diala; Mutessarif of Kirkuk Liwa 1927, Mutessarif of Kut and Basra 
Liwas; Administrative Inspector 1931; Mutessarif of Mosul Liwa 1934. 

Held other Government posts up to August 1937, when he was made to be 
Director-General of Revenues. Became a Minister of Economics and Communica- 
tions in December 1938 in the Cabinet of Nuri-al-Said. 

Made a Senator April 1939... 

oe 


“lihister of Interior in September 1939 and Acting iiinister 
Justice in February 1940, Joined Rashid Ali's Cabinet in 


{ 


March 1940 as iiinister of Communications and works, 


~S 
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& HT 
Jo- YUNIS BAHHI => 
= Born about X®RK 1904, Of the Jubur tribe of iioeul. 
From his early days he hart been well known for his 
unprinciplec chsrecter and immoral privste life. From 
1922 to 1926 he held minor clerical posts in government 
offices, In June 1926 he went on @ journey XMKMMA round 
the world and wae repatriated destitute from Paris after 
heving rerved 2 term of imprisonment for s misdemeanour, 
Between 1929 and 1955 he travelled in Arab countries 
including Tripoli, Tunis and the Hadhramut and also Java, 
India, Afghanistan end Iran, On hie return to Iraq he 
took up journalism end geve his support to extreme 
nationelism, He elso published = newepaper called 
-“Al Ucab™ He was rubsicired in 1935-36 to publish 
articles favouring the Itelisn conquest of Abyseinia and 
in 1936 he sold himeelf to the German Legation, In April 
1929 he went to Berlin and soon «fterwardse bec#zme the 
ennouncer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast, 
In this powsition he hes been very euooeRr ful and his 


brosdcarte are e powerful instrument of German propagande, 


€ 


Cc 
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q\ 6. on intelligent and hardworking Chaldean Catholic of Bagdad; born abut 


1890. Diminutive and unimpressive, he mixes freely with Moslems and was made 
Minister for Finance in January 1928, after having shown industry and ability 
as rapporteur of the Finance Committee of the Chamber. Has sat in Parliament 
for Bagdad since the first election.. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the general 
election of 1930, and then began to take part in the activities of the two Opposition 
arties, the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party) and the Hizb-al-Ikha-al- Watani 
the Party of National Brotherhood). Appointed Director-General of Revenues 
in the Ministry of Finance, December 1932, and Director-General of the Ministry 
in 1933. Became Minister for Finance in Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in August 1934. 
Resigned with the whole Cabinet in February 1935. Appointed Director-General 


of Finance in June 1935. 
Appointed general-manager of the Agricultural-Industrial Bank in 


December 1936. 


q4 


; Scan garage 
26, unni. Son of Ibrahim Pasha, a Kurd of Sulaimani. Born Bagdad, 1891. 


Married to the daughter of Ali Agha of Sulaimani. Owns perpesty in Bagdad, 
Amara and Sulaimani. Educated locally and entered the civil service in 1918. 
Graduated at the Law School in 1927. ame a finance inspector in 1928 and 
was promoted Assistant Director-General of Finance in 1930. Became Director- 
General of Land Settlement June 1934, Accountant-General June 1935. 
Appointed Minister of Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet in October 1936. 
He resigned in July 1937 because of his dissatisfaction with the Cabinet’s policy 
on the Eupteates and with Bakr Sidqi’s influence over the Prime Minister. 
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The — oe included in the personalities for ros haG died since 
' —Jeky 193 


Rustam Haider, 
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CAIRO. 
895/2/ 406. 27th September, 1940, 
ae 


} 





Dear Department, 


Your letter No. B/2529/ 
2329/95 of the 28th Auguste 


We should be grateful 
if you would let us have a 
further copy of the 1940 
edition of personalities in 
Iraq for our own use. 













Yours ever, 


Mishel loniht 





Eastern Department, 
Poreign Office, 
—8.We. le 
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43715 (7213) A.O.St. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


q 


No, 182 
(2012/121/58) 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BAGHD/D, 


December 15, 1958. 





' (8 \ al v 
Sir, 
With reference to Mr. Beaumont's despatch No. 245 of 
the 26th of September, 1957, I have the honour to transmit 
one to you herewith a report on leading personalities in Iraq in 
December, 1958. 
2. As it is impossible to see far ahead in the present 
situation, I have retained many members of the old regime in 
this report, however unlikely it may be that they will play a 
further part in the politics of Irag.¢ I have also included 
those new personalities who are of ‘interest in the Iraqi 
political scene today, even though it is impossible to be 
sure that the prominence of some of them will last for any 
appreciable time. As a result, the number of personalities 
dealt with in this report is rather greater than usual. 
I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 


Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Vk cred 


(R.S. Crawford) 


The Right Honourable 
Selwyn Lloyd, C.B.E., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc., 
Foreign Office, 
london, S.W.1. 
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Top Secret. 
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Draft. letter. 


To; 


Ghancery 
Baghdad, 


From; 


Eastern Dept, 






#2, bi Ppa 142, Lin 


Dear Chanhcer ae) 


Sx of 
Se ae ee an 





epuhadns an 
obituary, e 
—pr-evicous—yearle—iis+—vie—heve died during— 
ancer—reforence doesnot inciude—an—obituary 
erd—sheutd pe-cratefut if you could supply — 
this—seon—se—thet—we-can get tic Teport 


No. 182 \ 


y F.0. circular No. ’ /082 of May 28, 1955, sexe 
‘cpt 





printied—ss—quicki;—es—possibiec , In case 


it should be helpful, we have checked through 


Orin 0 


your 1957 list and find that, apart from 


the King, the Crown Prince and Nuri, the 


following numbers have dropped out:-25, 61,62, 
62, 65, 97, €8 74, 108, Mia! 4, 130, '37, /4o0 . 


foslin. ne 


Most of these have probably dmopped—eut—of 


prominence since the Revolution, but we 


should be grateful if you would let us know 


which of them have died, » Rat wr ca, GE My 


| Repat ponred 


Me lag eed der.” 


Eastern Depar tment, 


Nob 
of 


yor (L 


UNCLASSIFIED January 12, 1959, 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W,.1, 


Dear Chancery, 


We have noticed that your Personalities 
Report for 1958 sent under cover of Baghdad 
despatch No, 182 of Decenber 15 dees not, as 
laid dom in F.0, circular No. /032 of 
May 28, 1955, include an obituary, In case 
it should be helpful, we have checked through 
your 1957 list (once only) and find that 
apart from the King, the Crown Prince and Nuri, 
the following numbers have dropped out;:- 25, 
61, 62, 65, 68, 97, 99, 108, 111, 119, 150, 
137, 140, 


2. Most of these have probably fall@a from 
prominence since the Revolution, but we should 
be grateful if you would let us imow which of 
them havé died, so that we can get the Report 
printed as quickly as possible. 


Yours ever, 


Eastern Department. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Baghdad, 
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mm” FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.4. 
(BQ 1012/2) January 28, 1959. 


OUT FILE 
BESIRICTED 


Dear Chancery, 


Thank you for your letter 1012/9/59 
- Janviery 20 about your current Personslities 
eport. 


2. We heave now made out the obituary, 
inserted No. 108, and sent the completed report 
forward for printing. Copies will be cent to you 
@s 600n ef possible. 


3. Ye appreciate what a mammoth task the 
compilation of this report must have been this 
year, and are very grateful to you for taking so 
much trouble over it. 


Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 
british 5 sient 
Paghdade 


\ 
RESTRICTED 


> a 


Es 


FRITISH EMBASSY, 
BAGHDAD, 


(1012/9/59) Jamary 20, 1959. 





Dear Department, 


Thank you for your letter of January 12, EQ 1012/2, 
about our Personalities Report for 1958, We are very sorry 
to have given you trouble by omitting the obituary; our 
only excuse is that it was a particularly mammoth task 
doing the Report this year. 


2. Numbers 63 and 77 have died; we left the others out 

because they had fallen from prominence, We may have sent 
you 77, as he only died recently. He should be omitted | 
and added to the obituary. ‘ | 


3. If wé left out 108 this was a mistake. He should 
remain in, with the addition at the end of the penultimte 
paragraph of "Dismissed from his post in Ankara October, 
1958." The last paragraph can be shortened to:- 


"Politically he was regarded as a trimmer with a foot 
in several camps and as primarily a Palace man before the 
revolution. He is married etc,". 





This brings him up to date and he is inactive at present. 


4. We realise that any delay in printing the Report is 
entirely our fault. We would nevertheless be most grateful 
if you could have the printing done as soon as possible and 
copies sent to us. This is particularly important this year 
because of the mmber of changes in the Report and the 
consequent need for the Ambassador to have an up to date 
list to refer to. Since he is new to the post, he finds an 
up to date Personalities Report essential for him. 


Yours ever, 


CERY. 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign OP fice P 
London ’ S.W. = OF 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2. Hussain Ali, Sherif 

Born about 1920. A member of the Egyptian 
branch of the Hashemite family. Is married to 
Princess Badia, sister of Amir Abdul Ilah, and the 
father of three small boys. A pleasant if not very 
intelligent man who has family and property in 
Egypt. He played little political role in Iraq. Went 
into hiding with his family after the revolution. 
They all left for Egypt in August 1958 and eventually 
reached Switzerland. 


3. Hussein Nasir, Sharif 

A cousin of Faisal II and of Abdul Ilah with the 
style of “ Highness.” 

He was educated in Istanbul during the 1914-18 
war. From 1935 to 1938 he was attached to the 
Iraqi Legation at Ankara and later held an appoint- 
ment in the Royal Palace at Baghdad. Iraqi Consul 
in Jerusalem from 1946 to 1948. 

He is married to a daughter of King Abdullah of 
Jordan, whose service he entered in 1948. 

A good humoured, genial and friendly man with- 
out much ability or personality. 

He is little seen in Iraq. 


Other Personalities 


1. Abbas Ali Ghalib 

Sunni of Kurdish origin. Born in Baghdad 1908. 
Was a cadet at the Royal Military College, Baghdad, 
and the Royal Military College, Woolwich. After 
graduating became a Royal Artillery officer. He 
passed the Staff Colleges at Baghdad and Quetta. 
Was senior Iraqi Liaison Officer in Palestine in 
1948. Has been Director of General Staff in the 
Ministry of Defence, promoted and given command 
of the Ist Division, 1953, and promoted major- 
general, 1954. Transferred as Director-General of 
Police in 1956. Dismissed after the revolution, 
arrested and accused under the corruption law of 
July 1958. 

A capable and ambitious officer with a pleasant 
manner and speaking English well. Sympathetically 
inclined to the West and a supporter of the 1948 
Portsmouth Treaty. He accompanied the Chief of 
the General Staff to the United States in 1954 after 
Iraqi acceptance of American aid. After an initial 
period finding his feet in the police appeared to have 
settled down to be a competent Director-General. 
His wife goes out. ; 


2. Abbas Mahdi 

Shia. Born 1898. Served in the Head Post 
Office, the Iraqi Legation at Tehran and the 
Mini: of Education. Minister of Education, 
1932-33. Minister of Economics and Communica- 
tions in Jamil Madfai’s Cabinet in 1934. Director- 
General of Tapu, 1934. Master of Ceremonies at 
the Palace, 1937. Minister of Economics and 
Communications, 1937-38, in the Cabinets of Hikmat 


Sulaiman and Jamil Madfai. A 
Private 


Minister in Moscow in 1945. Was made 
omer Sy She tie coteen, Soo Miao os 
yed a prominent part in o ing the policy 
ei al Sekt's Goveruepnet te the Soonée tn 1951 and 

again in 1952. 

He is now a spent force politically, but in the past 
enjoyed a certain amount of patronage which led to 
his being made a member of the i Delegation to 
the United Nations General Assembly on several 
occasions. He is fri to the United Kingdom 


3. Abdul Amir AHawi (Dr.) 

Shia. Born 1911. Graduate of the Baghdad 
Medical College and for many years at Great 
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital. Entered the 
Medical Service of the Iraq Government in 1933 
and was appointed Director of the Child Welfare 
Hospital in 1947. 

Although he had taken no part in politics he was 
Minister of Health in Jamali’s Government in 
September 1953, in Nuri’s Government from 
December 1955 to June 1957, and again in Ali 
Jaudat’s Government from June to December 1957. 

Minister of Communications in Abdul Wahhab 
Murjan’s Government in December 1957 and 
returned to Health in Nuri’s Government in March 
1958, retained post in Ahmad Mukhtar Baban’s 
Government in May 1958 and stayed there until the 
revolution. Elected as Deputy for Muntafiq in 
September 1954. |A close friend of Sayid Abdul 
Mahdi and married to a daughter of Abdul Hadi al 
Chalabi, and it was largely due to this that he was 
a Minister so often. . Allawi is a very good 
children’s doctor, a pleasant though opinionated man, 
and speaks excellent English. His wife, who 
appeared in society, speaks a little English. 

Although he had a bad reputation for corruption, 
he was, somewhat surprisingly, not arrested after the 
revolution. 


4. Abdul Amir al Uzri 

Born 1899 at Kadhimain of the well-known Shia 
landowning family. Brother of Abdul Karim al Uzri 
(q.v.). | Educated Baghdad and United States. 
D.Sc., Michigan University. Appointed engineer in 
Directorate-General of Irrigation, 1929, and rose to 
Assistant Director-General in 1941. 

Minister of Communications and Works in Hamdi 
Pachachi’s Cabinet of 1944. Minister of Supply for 
a month in August 1944 and then returned to 
Communications and Works. Appointed Director- 
General of Irrigation, 1946. He resigned this post in 
November 1950 on being appointed @ member of the 
Development Board. Resigned from the Board in 
December 1952. Appointed Ambassador to Tehran, 
July 1956; recalled after the revolution, A rather 
weak personality, incompetent, unreliable, and said 
to be corrupt. . 

His wife speaks no English. 


. 5. Abdul Aziz al Duri (Dr.) 


Sunni. Born 1908. Joined Government service 
in 1943 as assistant professor at the Higher Teachers’ 
Training College in Baghdad. Appointed Director 
at Headquarters of the Ministry of Education in 1949 
and returned to the H.T.T.C. as professor in 1950. 
He became Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
in March 1951. Visiting professor at London 
University in 1956. Dismissed from his post‘at the 
College of Arts and Sciences after the revolution and 
suspended from Government service for one year. 

By profession an Arab historian, he is interna- 
tionally respected as a sound scholar. A mild, shy 
and intellectual personality, he is little interested in 
administration or apparently in politics. He speaks 
English fluently. His wife, who also speaks English, 
rarely appears in public. 


6. Abdul Aziz Al-Ugaili oo 

Graduate of Iraqi Staff College and instructor 
there, eres ™ song (1) of — ae. 1953-54. 
Director ilitary Training, 1956-57. Reported in 
1952 to be an able officer and friendly towards thé 


and speaks English. younger brother, Sale British. Also to have suffered a breakdown from 
Mahdi, is a member of the Iraqi Foreign Service. | overwork. Appointed Commander of the First 
His wife does not appear in society. Division at Diwaniyah, after the revolution. 
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7. Abdul Fattah Ibrahim 

Educated in the United States. Member of the 
National Union Party (of Communist inclinations, 
dissolved in 1947) and proprietor of its paper, Al 
Siyasa. Charged with sedition in 1949, Appointed 
Director of Government Oil Refineries Administra- 
tion in August 1958. 


8. Abdul Ghani al Dalli 

Shia of Suq al Shuyukh. Born about 1920. 
Educated at Nasriyah, Baghdad Law College and 
the London School of Economics (1945). Became 
a teacher at the Baghdad Law College in 1946 and 
in the same year was appointed by Saleh Jabr 
Assistant Master of Royal Ceremonies in the Palace. 
Became director-general of the Industrial Bank in 
September 1947, in which post he proved himself 
to be a competent official. Assistant Director- 
General of Finance, September 1952. Elected 
Deputy for Suq al Shuyukh, January 1953. In 
September 1953 was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture in Dr. Jamali’s Government. Served 
in the same capacity in Dr. Jamali’s second 
Government and the Cabinet formed by Arshad al 
Umari in April 1954, but resigned after a quarrel 
with Arshad in June 1954. In March 1954 he 
accompanied King Faisal on State Visit to Pakistan. 
June and September 1954 re-elected for Suq al 
Shuyukh. Appointed Ambassador to Morocco and 
Tunis in July 1956; recalled after the revolution. 

A founder member of the Ba’ath Club in 1949. 
Intelligent and, though critical of some aspects of 
Western policy, a believer in co-operation with the 
West. As a Minister appears to have been 
conscientious and hardworking, if a little pompous. 
He speaks excellent English and his wife, whom he 
married in 1950, also speaks a little. 


9. Abdul Hadi al Chalabi 

Shia of Kadhimain. Born Baghdad 1895, the son 
of a wealthy landowner. 

Deputy for Baghdad, 1934. Minister of Com- 
munications and Works in the Cabinet of Arshad al 
Umari, 1946. ‘Appointed Senator in June 1947 and 
elected First Vice-President of the Senate in February 
1950, 1951 and January 1953. Re-elected First 
Vice-President of the Senate, December 1953 and 
November 1954. Visited Turkey with Iraqi Parlia- 
mentary delegation in April 1955. 

His principal interest is in business and in 
pursuance of it he supported at different times both 
Saleh Jabr and Nuri al Said, and was used by 
the latter as an intermediary with the Shia com- 
munity, particularly the religious dignitaries of 
Kadhimain. He was also on good terms with the 
Crown. Prince, who used him to further his 
designs on Syria, and this strengthened his 
position with successive Prime Ministers, who were 
careful to keep on good terms with him and 
to appoint members of his family to their Govern- 
ments. He did not fail to profit by this, manipu- 
lating the grain market and i ly the export 
market, through his political contacts. His business 
record shows that he is unscrupulous and will not 
hesitate to evade his obligations if it suits him. 

He is good company in Arabic and Persian, but 
speaks very little English, though he visits London 
annually. He is a philanthropist and has subscribed 
generously to Iraqi charities, and has built a hospital 
at his sg expense at Kadhimain. His wife appears 
in ic. 

bdul Hadi was one of the favourite targets of 
the Opposition before the revolution. This was 
because of his wealth, said to have been amassed 
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has not yet returned. (His property has been seized, 
but he is not down for trial. 


10. Abdul Hadi al Dhahir 

‘Baghdad Shia, born about 1900, whose wealth 
derives mainly from property in the city of Baghdad. 
Interested in politics, but too rich to need to work, 
he twice entered Government service and twice 
resigned after two or three years. He has often been 
a Deputy and has intermittently practised as a lawyer. 
As Mutasazrif of Hilla from 1943 to 1944 he showed 
himself an experienced and honest but lazy 
administrator. He was Minister of Economics in 
Taufiq Suwaidi’s Cabinet in 1946 and is a bitter 
opponent of Nuri al Said and Saleh Jabr. He was a 
founder member of the United Popular Front and 
was elected to the Front’s Political Committee in 
June 1951. Member of the Court of Cassation, 
April 1953. ‘ 

He has a clear mind, but though by nature affable 
and moderate, he has in recent years been under the 
influence of his more energetic and fanatical younger 
brother, Abdul Razzaq (q.v.). 

His wife does not appear in society. 


11. Abdul Hadi al Pachachi (Dr.) : 

Sunni. Born in 1894. Son of a former Rais 
Belidiya of Baghdad and cousin of Muzahim al 
Pachachi (q.v.). Educated in Baghdad and Istanbul, 
he qualified as a doctor in France and entered 
Government service in 1933 as director of the 
Isolation Hospital. 

He was: Minister of Social Affairs in Arshad al 
Umari’s Cabinet from June to November 1946, was 
appointed Mayor of Baghdad in 1948, and Director- 
General in the Ministry of Social Affairs in 1949. 
He has represented Iraq at the International Labour 
Organisation Conferences from 1951. Appointed 
Minister. of Health under Arshad al Umari, April 
1954, but returned to his post as Director-General, 
Ministry of Social Affairs, in order to attend the 
I.L.O. Conference in Geneva in June. Dismissed 
after the revolution, 

Fat, genial and lazy but, nevertheless, accounted 
to be of some ability, he did not play a prominent 
part in politics. He is married to a White Russian 
wife and speaks fluent French and*some English. - 
12. Abdul Hamid Kadhim (Dr.) 


Born 1910. Shia. Joined Government service in 
1930 on the educational side. Assistant professor at 


» the Higher Teachers’ Training College, 1941, and 
to UNESCO 


Dean of that college, 1950. Seconded 
on Cairo for one year, September 1952. Appointed 
Director-General of Education, 1953, Minister of 
Education in the Government of Arshad al Umari 
(q.v.), 1954. Member -of Iraqi Delegation to 
Bandung Conference, 1955. Reappointed Director- 
General of Education, 1956. Minister of Education 
in Ali Jaudat’s Government, June 1957. 
Remained Minister of Education in the Govern- 
ments of Abdul Wahhab Murjan, Nuri es Said and 
Ahmad Mukhtar Baban. Dismissed after the 
revolution and is awaiting trial As Dean of the 
Higher Teachers’ Training College, he was most 
successful. His views on education are clear, 
decisive and progressive and had he remained in 
Office, there was chance that he would have 
tried hard to carry them out. He has visited the 
United Kingdom as the guest of the British Council, 
was a member of the British Institute Club Committee 


and well disposed towards us. Although holding 
relatively liberal views in politics and being a believer 
in academic freedom, he held office in authori- 


tarian Governments which preceded the revolution. 
He was an honest and competent Minister and it is 
unfortunate that he has been excluded from public 


13. Abdul Ilah Hafidh (Dr.) 

Born about 1897 in Mosul. Son of Mohammed 
Ali Fadhil who was‘for some time a Senator. 
Educated in Paris where he qualified as a dentist but 
also took a degree in political science. On his return 
to Baghdad he practised as a dentist. 

Deputy for Mosul in 1926 and again in 1935. In 
1935 and again from 1938 to 1940 he held foreign 
service appointments at Paris, Beirut and Bombay. 
In 1936 he was Director-General of Commerce and 
in 1941 Director-General of Revenue. 

Held a number of ministerial appointments from 
1942 onwards under Nuri al Said, Arshad al Umari 
and Saleh Jabr. Appointed first Governor of the 
National Bank in 1949 and Byes inted for a further 
term of three years in 1952 and again in 1955. In 
July 1953 was a member of Iraqi Economic Dele- 
gation to United Kingdom. Has so far survived the 
revolution, but his position seems somewhat pre- 
carious. 

Fat, with a passion for growing roses, he is friendly 
and co-operative, but not energetic. 

When he came to his present job he had little 
knowledge of banking, but as a result of the 
experience he has gained is now much less of a fool 
than his enemies allege; but he is inclined to play 
safe. He speaks French and English. His wife 
speaks good English. 


14. Abdul Jabbar al Chalabi 

Baghdad Shia, born about 1906. Graduated in 
agriculture at the University of California’ and in 
education at Colombia Teachers’ College. He served 
first in the Ministry of Education, in which he 
became Director of Primary Education (and Acting 
Director-General) in 1943 and Chief Inspector in 
1946. He left Education in 1946 to become Minister 
of Supply in Taufiq Suwaidi’s Cabinet. 
Cabinet he was a ited Director-General 
of the Ministry of Communications and Works. He 
has also been a member of Iraqi delegations to the 
San Francisco and other conferences. (Minister of 
‘Agriculture, July 1952. (Member of the Develop- 
ment Board, December 1952 from which he was 
dismissed after the revolution, but he is not in 
trouble. 

He is a sincere nationalist but broad-minded and 
reasonable with a keen sense of humour. He was 
sa high of the need of Western assistance for Iraq, 

po" respected by his many British friends, 

me could always rely on his co-operation. Was an 
active member of the committee of the British 
Institute Club, He was the most efficient and 
intelligent Iraqi member of the Development Board, 
before the revolution, where he co-operated well 
with the British and United States members in 
trying to secure orderly and efficient administration, 
and in opposing the intrigues of Abdul Rahman 
al Jalili (qg.v.). One of Iraq’s few honest and 
competent officials, he has no illusions about his 
countrymen and is subject to fits of de jon. 
= oe. ‘seals English and x. = to be 
mo es s ish very we is wife, who 
Rien Haat te Ppears in public. She is a 

sletar meg! Abdul Hadi al Chalabi (q.v.). 


15. Abdul Jabbar Fahmi, CBE. 

Born 1905. Joined the Police in 1922 and rose 
fairly rapidly. Was Director of Police, Mosul, 1948, 
ee of Police in Baghdad 


Liwa in 
In 1953 appointed Mutasarrif of Baghdad and was 
the severe fi in 1954. 
returned from a visit to the 


1954 with favourable impressions 
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active in promoting similar schemes, e.g., school 
meals, courses for the handicapped, night classes, &c., 
in Baghdad. He also organised agricultural and 
industrial exhibitions in Baghdad, partly, it is 
thought, in the interest of advertising himself as well 
as Iraq’s products. He is politically a trimmer, but 
inclines to Nuri Pasha’s Party, being related by 
marriage to Mohammed Ali Mahmud (q.v.). He 
was an efficient policeman and a good Mutasarrif. 
His reputation was tainted by rumours of corruption 
and he narrowly escaped the axe of the Purge 
Committee in 1956-57, Dismissed from his post 
after the revolution, arrested and put on trial. 

Awarded a C.BE. in 1955 for his help in the 
arrangements for the British Trade Fair held in 
Baghdad in 1954. 

His wife, who, like himself, speaks good En 
is a school-teacher and a charming and ce sr 
woman. 


16. Abdul Jabbar Abdullah (Professor) 

A scientist, Professor Abdullah was appointed to 
be President of Baghdad University in as autumn 
1958. He is well disposed to us. 


17. Abdul Jabbar Jommard (Dr.) 

Born about 1907 in Mosul. A journalist and 
newspaper owner. Deputy for Mosul 1948, he 
— with other members of the Opposition in 


Elected again in January 1953 as a member of the 
United Popular Front but resigned from the U.P.F. 
in October 1953 as he disagreed with the policy 

rmitting. members to serve in the Cabinet of 
Dr. Jamali; he himself was not invited to join it. 
In 1954 he was elected again for Mosul but as a 
member of the National Front. An effective epeeler, 
Dr. Jommard was one of the main.personalities -of 
the then Opposition. 

Between the return to office-of Nuri-as-Said in 
1954 and the revolution little was heard of him. 
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
Revolutionary Government. In this post, he has 
been courteous, but tends to confine his-conversation 
to platitudes. It is clear that he has as yet little 
influence on policy, and he gives the impression of 
being somewhat of a front man whose main object 
is to keep the Diplomatic Corps relatively contented. 
He has, however, travelled since his appointment both 
to the United Nations and to other Arab States and 
may be gaining in experience and influence. In so 
far a be copresiie soy Vere ee eee 
moderate and neutralist. He is tly anti- 
Contmiinist, he i hot hostile tthe est and he has 
an affection for France where he spent World War II. 
He speaks fluent French, but little English. In his 
youth was one of Iraq’s best footballers. 

His home remains in Mosul and his wife has not 
appeared in Baghdad since the revolution. 


18. Abdul Karim Kannuna (Dr.) 
Born 1913 of a Sunni mother and a Shia father. 


September 1957. . 
An able accountant, he has risen steadily thro 
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of his pronounced but moderate nationalist views. 
Friendly and helpful to the British, he resembles one 
of the nicer characters in the “ Wind in the Willows.” 
He speaks excellent English, German and some 
French. His wife also talks well. 


19. Abdul Karim Qasim ) 

Sunni Moslem, born in 1914. Graduate of 
Baghdad Staff College and Senior Officers’ School in 
the United Kingdom. Commanded the 19th Brigade 
in Jordan at Mafraq during the Suez crisis. As 
lieutenant-colonel took a genuine interest in the 
welfare of his men and was extremely popular. A 
devout Moslem and among the few Iraqi Army 
officers who regularly keep Ramadhan. 

Together with Staff Colonel Abdul Salem 
Mohammed Arif, Qasim organised and carried out 
the coup d’état of July 14, 1958. Immediately on 
seizing power he took rapid and effective measures to 
restore order and establish a Government. He made 
it clear that in the internal field he wished to carry 
out a programme of moderate social reform, to raise 
the standard of living of the people and to root out 
corruption. In foreign politics, he advocated neu- 
trality and friendship towards all countries prepared 
to be friendly with Iraq. He has been cautious in 
his dealings with the United Arab Republic and has 
shown no tendency to move Ba towards a 
merger on which issue he was challenged by Arif but 
at the moment appears to have won. Qasim gives 
the impression that he wishes to be on good terms 
with the West and to maintain Iraq’s economic and 
cultural ties. He appears to be a dedicated perhaps 
naive idealist, but he has had no previous experience 
of the problems of government and it is not clear if he 
is a big enough man to master them. He has acce) 
Communist support in his struggle with Arif the 
Ba’ath Party and there is some doubt whether he will 
be able to control Communist activities in Iraq in the 
future. There is no indication that Qasim himself 
has Communist sympathies. He has considerable 
personal charm and apparently not a robust consti- 
tution. 

He understands English, but is not fluent at 
speaking. He is unmarried. 


20. Abdul Karim al Uzri : 
Kadhimain Shia, born in 1908; brother of Abdul 
Amir al Uzri (g.v.). Educated in and at the 
London School of Economics, he has held a number 
of Government appointments. Secretary to the 
Ministry of Education, 1932. Assistant Secretary at 
the Royal Palace, 1934. Master of Ceremonies at 
the Royal Palace, 1936. Acting Director-General of 
Revenues, 1937. Director of Commerce, 1938. 
: a i i 18a ater eset chara 
Tesigned again in involved in a 
financial scandal. ‘ 
Minister of Finance under Taufiq Suwaidi in 
Fe! 1950, and under Dr. Jamali in September 
1953. In March 1954 was Minister of pment 
in Dr. Jamali’s second Cabinet but resigned in April. 
Elected Deputy in 1943, 1950 and again in March 
1954, and May 1958 he represented Baghdad (Kara- 
dat) in double harness with Nadim al Pachachi (q.v.) 
from June 1954 to the revolution. He joined the 
National Democratic Party on its foundation in 1946, 
but resi about a year later. A member of the 
Chamber of Commerce ani of the Board 
of the National Bank, he has a profitable estate near 
Kadhimain interests in a cement factory. 


value for Iraq of the British connexion, and was 
friendly and co-operative. He was an able Minister 
of Finance and was chiefly responsible for the 
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passage through Parliament of the law establishing 
the Development Board. He supported Saleh Jabr 
in the past. He was at one time anathema to Nuri 
Said, who regarded him as the worst kind of Western- 
educated Iraqi youth and a trouble maker. The 
dislike was reciprocated and was really a contrast of 
two generations as well as of two . This 
difference was, however, patched up sufficiently for 
Uzri to accept office under Nuri in March 1958. 
Abdul Karim is a Socialist in outlook and it can be 
held to his credit that he resigned from Dr. Jamali’s 
Cabinet because the reforms which he outlined as 
Minister of Finance were being 0! . Not 
many Iraqi Ministers have done this. It was probably 
unfortunate for Uzri that he accepted office as 
Minister of Finance under Nuri in March 1958 and 
occupied the same post in the Arab Union Govern- 
ment. He did this, although he disapproved of 
much of Nuri’s policy, in the hope that he would be 
able to institute the economic reforms n if 
the country were to avoid a revolution. ‘When he 
was in office, his reformist zeal became a little dis- 
couraged, probably because of Nuri’s refusal to 
understand the problems. He became obsessed with 
the necessity of Kuwait joining the Arab Union and 
predicted that this was the only way to save the 
Union from disaster. He was also a fervent sup- 
porter of Dr. Jamali’s violently anti-Nasser line. 
Arrested after the revolution, but subsequently 
released. it is unfortunate that Abdul Karim should 
be out of action as he was one of the abler Ministers 
of the former régime and a genuine reformist. 

He speaks English well, and his wife, from the 
Rifa’i family of Naqaf, speaks it a little. One 
daughter has married into the Chelabi family. 


21. Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid) 

Shia from the lower Gharraf (Muntafiq). Born 
about 1894 of an influential family and owns a large 
estate. 

Deputy in the Turkish Parliament and in most 
Iraqi Parliaments from 1927 onwards. He was a 
supporter of the late Yasin Pasha al Hashemi. 

Minister of Education under Rashid Ali in 1933. 
Minister of Economics in the Governments of Taha 
al Hashimi and Nuri Said in 1941 and of - 
Communications and Works under Nuri in 1942. 
Senator from 1941. Again Minister of Communica- 
tions and Works under Taufiq Suwaidi in 1950. He 
was a friend and supporter of Saleh Jabr with whom 
he founded the Po Socialist Party. He later 
led the extreme faction of the party after its splits in 
1953 and 1954. 

In November. 1950 he was accused of the attempted 
murder of Senator Khaiyun al Ubaid but was 
released on bail after a week in prison. Although 
the case against him was subsequently stopped, he 
bitterly resented what he considered to be a 
deliberate act of hostility on Nuri’s part. 

A strong nationalist and fervent Shia, he was fairly 
well in with the palace before the revolution. We 
have not heard of him since. He speaks no 
European language. 


22. Abdul Majid Abbas (Dr.) 

Born in 1910 at Qala’at Sikkar on the Gharraf. 
Shia of tribal origin. Educated at the Scots College, 
Safed, Palestine, the Friends’ School, Brummana, the 
American University, Beirut, and Chicago Universi 
from 1934 to 1939 (where he studied economics), 
at the expense of the Government. 
at the Baghdad Law Co from 1940 to 1949. 
Deputy for Amara in 1947 and for the Muntafig in 
1948. Joined Nuri Pasha’s Constitutional Union 
Party in 1949 and was for some time editor of the 
party newspaper. He submitted his resignation from 
the party in May 1951, but Nuri Pasha refused to 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES 
Mr. Crawford to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. 


(No. 182. Confidential) Baghdad, 21. 
Sir, December 15, 1958. 22 

With reference to Mr. Beaumont’s 24 
despatch No. 245 of September 26, 1957, 25. 


I have the honour to transmit to you here- - 
with a report on leading personalities in 28. 
Iraq in December 1958. a 


2. As it is impossible to see far ahead 31. 
in the present situation, I have retained 32 
many members of the old régime in this 
report, however unlikely it may be that they 34. 
will play a further part in the politics of 35: 
Iraq. I have also included those new 37’ 
personalities who are of interest in the 38. 
Iraqi political scene to-day, even though it 39. 
is impossible to be sure that the prominence 
of some of them will last for any appreciable 42. 


IN IRAQ IN 1958 ~~ 


(Received December 22) 


Abdul Mahdi (Saiyid). 
Abdul Majid Abbas (Dr.). 


. Abdul Majid Allawi, C.B.E. 
. Abdul Majid Jalil (Colonel). 


Abdul Majid Mahmud. 

Abdul Majid Qassab. 

Abdul Muttalib Amin al Hashimi. 

Abdul Qadir al Gailani. 

Abdul Qadir Ismail. 

Abdul Rahman al Bazzaz (Dr.). 

Abdul Rahman al Jalili (Dr.). 

Abdul Rasul al Khalisi. 

Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahal (Major-General, 
Retired). 

‘Abdul Razzaq al Dhahir. 

‘Abdul Wahhab Mahmud. 

Abdul Salam Mohammed Arif (Colonel). 

Abdul Wahhab Murjan. 

Abdul Wahab Shakir i aaa ae 

Abdullah Bakr, K.C.V. 

Abdullah Damluji nae 

Abdullah Isma’il al Bustani 

Abdullah Qassab. 


time. As a result, the number of person- 4 coe . cag 
alities dealt with in this report is rather 4° “anmad al Ajil al Yawir (Shaikh). 
greater than usual. 46. Ahmad Mukhtar Baban. 
47. Ahmad Mohammed Yahya (Staff ecard 
ase te 49. ‘Ahmad al Raw, KBE. 
. awi, .E, 
R. S. CRAWFORD. 50, Akt ni 1 Sal (Major-G fl 
ec le 
51. Ala Ud-Din Mahmoud (Major-General, 
Retired). 
Enclosure ' 52, Ali Haidar Sulaiman. 
: 53. Ali Jaudat al Ayyubi. 
INDEX 54. Ali Mahmud Shaikh Ali. 
The Former Royal Family 2 aH iia 
1, Zaid, His Royal Highness the Amir. 57. i al Sharqi. 
2. Hussain Ali, Sherif. , 58. Amin al Mumaiyiz 
3. Hussein Nasir, Sharif. 59. Arkan Abadi. 
yoy al Umari, K.B.E. 
: . Ata Amin. 
Other oii ine 62. Aziz Sharif. 
1 \Abbas Ali Ghalib. 63. Baba Ali Shaikh Mahmud (Shaikh). 
2. Abbas Mahdi. 64, > Babavddin Nuri. 
3 Abdul Amir Allawi (Dr.). 65. Burhanuddin Bashayan. 
4. Abdul Amir al Uzri. 66 Darwish al Haidari. 
5, Abdul Aziz al Duri (Dr.). 67. Daud al Haidari. 
6. Abdul Aziz Al-Ugaili (Brigadier). - 68. Dhia Ja’far (Dr.). 
7. Abdul Fattah Tbrahim. 69. Fadhil Abbas al Mahdawi (Colonel). 
8, Abdul Ghani al Dalli. 70. Fadhil al Jamali (Dr.). 
9. Abdul Hadi al Chalabi. - 71. Faiq Samarrai. 
10. Abdul Hadi al Dhahir. 72. Faisal Faroug Damluji. 
11, Abdul Hadi al. Pachachi (Dr.) 73. Fakhri Jamil al Fakhri, C.B.E. 
12. Abdul Hamid Kadhim (Dr.), 74. Fakhri Shehab 
13. Abdul lah Hafidh (Dr,). 75. Fakhri Tebsqeheli, 
14. Abdul Jal al Chalabi. 76, Fuad al Rikabi. 
15, Abdul Jabbar Fahmi, C.B.E. 77 id Arif (Brigadier, Retired) 
16. Abdul Jabbar Abdullah. 78. Gharbi al Haj Ahmad. 
17 Jabbar Jommard (Dr.) 79. Ghazi Muhammad Fadhil al Daghestani, 
18. Abdul Karim Kannuna (Dr.) C.V.O. (Major-General). 
19.. Abdul Karim Qasim (Brigadier). 80. Hafidh.al- i 
20. Abdul Karim al Uzri. 81. Hashim Jawad 
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Hassan al Talabani (Shaikh). 
Hikmat Sulaiman. 

Hudaib al Haj Hamud. 
Husamuddin Jumaa. 


. Hussain Jamil. 


Ibrahim Kubba (Dr.). 
Ihsan Rifvat. 


Ihsan al Umari (Major-General, Retired). 


Ismail Safwat. 
Izzuddin Mulla. 


. Jabr Umar (Dr.). 


Jalal al Awgati (Colonel). 


. Jalal Baban. 


Jalal Khalid. 


. Jamal Baban. 


Jamal Umar Nadhmi. 


. Jamil Abdul Wahhab. 


Jamil al Urfali. 
Jussam Muhammad on ‘eee 
Kadhim Abadi (Brigadier) 


. Kamil al Chadirchi. 


Khaddouri Khaddouri. 

Khalil Ibrahim. 

Khalil Jamil (Major-General). 

Khalil Kanna. 

Khalil Said Abdur Rahman (Brigadier). 


. Mahmud Baban 


Majid Mustafa. 
Mar Shimun (His Beatitude). 


. Matti Aqrawi (Dr.). 
. Muhammad Ali al Chalabi. 


. Muhammad Ja’far al Shabibi, C.B.E. 
. (Muhammad Mahdi al Jawahiri. 

. Muhammad Mahdi Kubba. 

. Muhammad Nasir. 


Muhammad Ridha Shabibi (Saiyid). 
Mohammed Saleh Mahmud (Dr.). 


. Muhammad Siddi 


iq Shanshal. 
Muhyi ud-Din Abdul Hamid (Brigadier). 
Mulla Mustafa, 


Mustafa al Caml. 


. Nadhim al Tabagchali (ireedger, 


Naji al Asil (Dr.). 
Naji Talib (Brigadier). 
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159. Siddiq Hassan (Brigadier). 

160. Taha al Hashimi. 

161. Tahir Yahya =. 

162. Tahsin Qadri, G.C.V.O., O.B.E. 
163.. Talib Abdul Majid Jamil. 

164. Tariq al Askari. 

165. og iq al Mukhtar. 

166. Said Fahmi (Major-General, Retired). 
167. Tau iq Suwaidi 

168. Taufiq Wahbi Ma’ruf, CBE. 

169. Wasfi Taher (Colonel). 

170. Yahya Qassim. 

171. Yusuf Abdullah al Gailani (Saiyid). 


The Former Royal Family 


1. Zaid, His Royal the Amir 

Born at Istanbul 1900, he is the youngest son of 
the late King Hussein of the Hejaz and a half brother 
to the late Kings Ali of Hejaz and Faisal I of Iraq, 
and to King Abdullah of Jordan. His mother was a 
Turk. - 

He was educated at Istanbul. He served with the 
Sharifian forces during the first world war and won 
the good opinion of British officers. He was 
appointed an Honorary G.B.E. for his services. 

He came to Iraq in 1922 and was commissioned in 
the Iraq cavalry. He acted as Regent for a short 
time during King Faisal’s absence in 1924. From 
1925 to 1928 he studied agriculture at Oxford and 
from 1928 to 1931 he lived in where his 
father had retired after being driven from the Hejaz 
by Ibn Saud. 

After the death of King Hussein in 1931 the Amir 
Zaid was appointed Iraqi Minister at Ankara in 
January 1932. He was transferred to Cairo in 1934, 
owing to the scandal caused by the marriage of his 
sister to Ata Amin (g.v.), but he refused to accept 
this appointment. At the end of 1934 he was 
engaged in litigation in Athens about properties 
which he claimed to have inherited in Greece. He 
was appointed Iraqi Minister at Berlin in September 
1935. In 1937 he was recalled for enquiries into 

tions that he had used his position to give false 
certificates for arms destined for Spain. He survived 
the enquiry and returned to Berlin. He was with- 
drawn from Berlin in~the spring of 1938 and 
remained in until the summer of 1939 when he 
went to live at bul. 

In 1933 he had married a Turkish lady who had 
been divorced by her previous husband. This 
mésalliance was the main reason for his not 
made Regent on the death of King Ghazi in 1939. 

During World War II he remained for the most 
part in ey though he came occasionall ee 
to act as Regent in the absence of Amir A 
(g.v.). In 1346 he was appotaned rue IroqiAmbas- 
sador in London and has remained there ever since, 
making almost annual summer visits to Baghdad 
to act as phen! in King See nly absence. He was 
awarded the G.C.V.O. on the océasion of King 
Faisal’s State Visit to London in 1956. 

The Amir Zaid is a friendly and well-mannered 
man. He is a shrewd observer who takes a detached 
and cynical view of Iraqi and Arab politics. He 
speaks English and Turkish in addition to Arabic. 
His wife has had some success as an artist, having - 
held exhibitions of her paintings in London and in 
Paris, but she is seldom seen in Iraq. They have 
one son, Raad, born about 1938, who was educated 
PP er wena Alexandria, and is now at 

Cambridge. comet neh ee 


earlier marriage. 

Was out of Iraq on 14, 1958. eee te 
his post of Am ta a in London after the 
revolution. 
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accept it. Served with the Iraqi Delegation to United 
Nations in December 1950 and September 1951. 
Again elected as Deputy for the Muntafiq in January 
1953 and served as Minister of Communications and 
Works in both Dr. Jamali’s Cabinets. Re-elected 
for the Muntafiq in June 1954 and appointed 
Minister of Agriculture by Arshad al Umari. This 
appointment led to a dispute with the Central 
Committee of the Constitutional Union Party, who 
felt they should have been consulted before 
acceptance and considered him as having resigned 
from the party. In March 1955 was a member of 
the Iraqi Delegation to the Asian-African Conference 
at Bandung. In June 1955 was made a member 
of the Board of the Government Oil Refineries 
Administration. Appointed Permanent Delegate of 
the Arab Union to the United Nations in June 1958. 
Dismissed after the revolution. 

A pleasant enough person, but too ingratiating and 
lacking in character and reputedly corrupt. A keen 
reader, he claims to be happy with his books. Was 
in close touch with the American Embassy before 
the revolution and holds strong anti-Communist 
views. Was a friend and supporter of Dr. Jamali. 
Speaks good English and his wife, who appears in 
public, knows a little English. She is a Shia from 
the Lebanon of the Osseiran family. 


23. Abdul Majid Allawi, C.B.E. 

Born 1901. Shia of Baghdad. 
Baghdad Law College. Subsequently joined the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he held various 
appointments, including that of legal adviser, until 
he was appointed Head of the Political Section. 
Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet of Hamdi 
Pachachi, 1944. After serving as Mutasarrif of 
Karbala until 1948, he was an Administrative 
Inspector in the Ministry of the Interior until his 
appointment as Minister of Communications and 
Works in the Cabinet formed by Mustafa al Umari 
in July 1952. Resigned with Mustafa al Umari in 
November 1952. Appointed Director-General of 
Customs in February 1953. Appointed Executive 
Member, Development Board (July 1953), where he 
has proved himself an honest, pai ing but some- 
what unimaginative official. Appointed Senator in 
February 1958 and left the Development Board. We 
have not seen him Since the revolution. In recent 


the British connexion 

pompously, rather in the manner of someone 
addressing a public meeting, and is intensely proud 
of his C.B.E., which was awarded to him in 1945 
for the friendly and co-operative attitude he adopted 
towards the Embassy as acting Director-General in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1941 to 1944. 
His wife speaks some English. 


Jalil (Colonel) 

Appointed Director-General of Security after the 
revolution. Formerly at the Reserve College, 
Baghdad, he seems to be suspicious and cautious. It 
is difficult to get decisions out of him and he is 
probably afraid of his superiors. 


Graduate of the 


24. Abdul Ma 


25. Abdul Mahmud 

Shia. Born about 1909. Educated in the United 
States where he obtained a degree in Agriculture. 
Director of Education in the Muntafiq in the early 
1930s. Superintendent (Personnel) of Public 
Revenues. Inspector in the Income Tax Depart- 
ment in 1941. Held an rig in the Ministry 
of Economics in 1942. Appointed Assistant 
Accountant-General in 1944. A’ member of the 
Iraqi delegation to the Bretton Woods Conference 
in 1945. Director-General of icultural Bank, 
1945-50. Appointed Minister of omics under 
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Nuri al Said in December 1950 and Acting Minister 
of Agriculture in April 1952. Defeated by Sadiq al 
Bassam in the elections of January 1953. Appointed 
to the Government Oil Board in February ‘1953. 
Appointed Minister of Finance under Arshad al 
Umari, April 1954. Elected Deputy for Muntafiq, 
June 1954, and September 1954. 

Appointed Minister of Development, August 1954, 
and subsequently Minister without Portfolio after 
a small financial scandal and was dropped from the 
Government in May 1955. Appointed * Vice- 
President of the Arab Union Chamber of Deputies 
in May 1958. Went to ground after the revolution. 

Abdul Majid Mahmud was secretary of the 
Muthanna Club, most of the members of which were 
Western-educated nationalists with leanings towards 
national Socialism, and was a founder member of the 
Ba’ath Club. He played an active part in the Rashid 
Ali movement. He was much under the influence of 
Fadhil al Jamali, but owed his ministerial appoint- 
ments to Nuri al Said. He is president of the 
Alumni Club of the American University of Beirut 
in Baghdad. 

Abdul Majid Mahmud is a mild and friendly little 
man holding somewhat naive nationalist views about 
which he is extremely garrulous. He says that he 
has moved away from his earlier extreme nationalism 
and believes in co-operation with the West, but the 
fact is that his part, as Nuri al Said’s Minister of 
Economics, in signing the new agreement with the 
Iraq Petroleum Company in 1952 cut him off from 
his former nationalist associates, who disapproved of 
this agreement. His English is good and his wife, 
who is friendly like himself, also speaks some 
English. As a Minister he appears to have been 
neither particularly efficient nor particularly honest. 
He had opened a law office in Baghdad and hoped 
to exploit his influence in official circles by acting as 
adviser to foreign companies. 


26. Abdul Majid Qassab ; 

Sunni of Baghdad, born about 1908. Educated at 
Baghdad and Beirut. Took a -medical degree at 
Montpelier. A member of the Muthanna® Club. 
Joined the Constitutional bloc in 1947 and the 
Nationalist bloc of Independent Deputies in 1952. 
He voted for the ratification of the agreement 
between the Iraq Government and the 
Petroleum Company in 1952. Appointed Minister 
of Health in Nuruddin Mahmud’s Ca’ 
November 1952. During his few weeks in office 
he attempted to undo the work of his predecessors 
and antagonised most members of his Ministry. 
Was appointed Minister of Education in Jamali’s first 
Cabinet in September 1953, when he and the Prime 
Minister insisted on reinstating in the schools and 
colle students who had been expelled or 
imprisoned for Communist agitation. This measure, 
though liberal in its inspiration, led to an undoubted 
recrudescence of agitation among the students. 
Appointed Minister of Health in Jamali’s second 
Cabinet (March 1954). Re-elected Deputy for 
Baghdad, June 1954, and again in June 1955. 
Arrested after the revolution; at time of writing is 
under house arrest. 
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in 1949 and was for a short time Director of Military 
Intelligence at the Ministry of Defence. Military 
Attaché at Damascus, 1949-52. In November 1952 
was Military Commander of Baghdad and made a 
good showing during and after the riots. Assistant 
Chief of General Staff, 1953. In October 1953 was 
appointed to Planning Staff of Military Committee 
of the Arab League and was Deputy Chief of Staff 
(Operations) and Major-General, 1954. Retired and 
appointed Minister in Iraqi Foreign Service, 
February 1954. Appointed Minister to Indonesia, 
June 1954, where he was an ex-officio member of 
the Iraqi Delegation to the Bandung Conference in 
1955 


Returned to Baghdad in June 1957 with the 
reputation of having been too deeply involved in 
Indonesian politics. Was appointed Mutasarrif of 
Sulaimaniya, July 1957. 

Intelligent and pleasant, Abdul Muttalib has 
figured in various highly complicated intrigues, 
notably concerning Syria, with the result that no 
one knows whether they can trust him. Speaks 
excellent English and is regarded as pro-British. 
Nevertheless, retained his job after the revolution. 
His wife goes out. . 


28. Abdul Qadir al Gailani 

Born in Baghdad in 1904 of the family of the 
Nagibs of Baghdad and a lineal descendant of Abdul 
Qadir Gailani who in the 11th century founded the 
Qadiria Sect which spreads over North-West India 
and North and Central Africa. Elder brother of 
Yusuf al Gailani (q.v.). Educated at Baghdad and 
studied at the London School of Economics. 
Entered the Foreign Service, 1926, and served in 
London and Cairo, where he was in charge of the 
Legation several times between 1934 and 1940. 
Master of Ceremonies at the Royal Palace, 1940. 
He was closely associated with the rebel Government 
of Rashid Ali and after its collapse was interned in 
Rhodesia and later in Iraq, Released, 1944. Re- 
appointed to Foreign Service and sent as Chargé 
d’Affaires to Karachi, 1948. Transferred to Cairo, 
1949, but was not appointed Minister because the 
Regent distrusts him for the part he played in 1941. 
In June 1951 he was appointed Counsellor in the 
Iraqi Foreign Service on special duty with the Arab 
League. Appointed Minister to Pakistan, 1953, and 
Amsaemirt. ee ‘ 

le speaks gi ish. His ptian wife has 

little English, but s cacalient Hench. > 


29. Abdul Qadir Ismail 

Lawyer, generally considered to be Communist. 
Returned to Iraq from exile after the revolution of 
July 14, 1958, and reported to be politically active. 


3%. Abdul Rahman al Bazzaz (Dr.) 


the new 


-towards the Ba’ath. 
competent Minister and might have a political future, 
if Iraq’s a nA” move in a pan-Arab direction. 
‘Speaks good 
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31. Abdul Rahman al Jalili (Dr.) 

Born about 1907 of a leading family of Mosul. 
He became Deputy for Mosul in 1948 but resigned 
with the Opposition in March 1950. in 1951 he was 
elected to the Permanent Bureau of the United 
Popular Front Party and in 1952 to its Administrative 
Committee, of which he became secretary in 1953. 
In 1953 he was re-elected Deputy for Mosul. In 
September 1953 he was appointed Minister of 
Economics in Dr. Jamali’s Government, when he 
made clear his conviction that the Iraq Government’s 
agreement with the Iraq Petroleum Company should 
be radically revised in favour of Iraq. In 1954 he 
resigned from the Cabinet because it would not 
abolish martial law in Basra. On June 27, 1954, he 
was appointed an executive member of the Develop- 
ment Board, In 1956 he undertook an extensive 
tour in Europe, including the United Kingdom, in 
an effort to engage European engineers for the 
development programme. In 1957 he revisited 
Germany. Dismissed from the Development Board 
after the revolution. 

A man of considerable intelligence, if also self- 
important, and a powerful personality, he is self- 
seeking, politically ambitious, an enemy of Nuri al 
Said, a strong Arab nationalist and bitterly anti- 
Zionist. In thé Development Board he betrayed a 
pronounced anti-British and anti-American prejudice 
and tended to favour German interests. He believes 
that the existing relationships between Arab Govern- 
ments and the oil industry represent a form of 
exploitation by the Western Powers and that the 
50 share is unfair to the Arabs. He has pub- 
lished a book on the subject. He speaks English 
well and is personally friendly. He is unmarried. 


32. Abdul Rasul al Khalisi 
i imain and a nephew of the Shia 
Khalisi, Born. in 1910. 


puty i 
Re-elected for Kadhimain, 1954. ‘Minister of Social 
Affairs under Nuri al Said, December 1955 to June 
1957, Minister of Justice under Ali Jaudat, June 
1957. Arrested after the revolution but released 
without trial in October 1958, 

He owed his success prinicipally to his connexions 
with Muhammad al Khalisi and Abdul Hadi al 
Chalabi (q.v.). He is a quiet, not very intelligent 
man and an ardent Shia. He is married to a sister 
of Abdul Amir Allawi (g.v.) who does not appear in 


33. Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahab (Major-General, 
Retired 


Was Quartermaster-General at the Ministry of 
Defence before the revolution. Appointed Mutas- 
sarif of Basra after. the revolution, A quiet man 
who gives the impression of being more of a civil 
servant than a soldier, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General, Basra, says that he is a cypher without 
authority. . 


34. Abdul Razzaq al Dhahir 

Shia of Baghdad. Born about 1903. Younger 
brother of Abdul Hadi al Dhahir(q.v.). He has 
travelled in Europe and speaks English fairly well. 
In 1942. he was attacked by a neryous disease which 
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the late Sa’ad Saleh’s Liberal Party, of which he 
continued to be a member until Sa’ad’s death early 
in 1949. Deputy for Baghdad in 1948 and went on 
Iraqi delegations to several inter-Parliamentary 
conterences. Minister of Economics in Ali Jaudat’s 
Government of December 1949. He resigned with 
the Opposition Deputies in March 1950 and is a 
founder member of the United Popular Front. In 
June 1951 he was elected to the Front’s Permanent 
Bureau. Arrested after the riots in November 1952. 
Announced in December 1953 his decision “ to 
abandon politics temporarily.” 

‘Abdul Razzaq and his brother are well off, having 
property in Baghdad and lands in Abu Ghuraib. 
He was a voluble member of the Opposition before 
the revolution and expressed their standard views, 
which have now been translated into the policy of 
the new Government. He is personally friendly. 
He has not yet been rewarded with any office. He 
has published a book damning tribal feudalism in 
Iraq and three volumes of essays inveighing against 
British imperialism, 

His wife does not appear in society. 


35. Abdul Wahhab Mahmud 

Sunni of Basra. Born in 1909. Educated Basra 
and Baghdad, where he graduated in law in 1932. 
As a Young man he held advanced Leftist opinions. 
Arrested by Jamil Madfai’s Government in 1938 for 
attempting to raise the Diwaniya tribes against them. 
Released by Nuri Pasha after the military demon- 
stration which removed the Madfai Government. 
Deputy, 1939 to 1947. Minister of Finance in 


Suwaidi Cabinet of 1946. Member of the Liberal 


Party from 1946 to 1948, when the party suspended 
activity, Elected President of the Bar Association 
in 1950, 1951 and 1952. He is one of the leading 
ee fellow-travellers and played a prominent part 
in the agitation leading up to the riots in 1952. As 
a result he was detained for six weeks, 

He was active during the elections of June; 1954 
but after the formation of Nuri al Said’s Government 
withdrew from politics and turned his attention to 
making money. 

Elected President of the Bar Association after the 
revolution. Headed a delegation to Communist 
China in September 1958. 

Personally cordial he is. intelligent and good 
company. His daughter is married to Usama, son 
of Tahsin Qadri (q.v.), in the Iraqi Foreign Service. 
His wife is amiable and emancipated and: speaks 
English. 


36. Abdul Salam Mohammed Arif (Colonel) 

Sunni Moslem, born in 1921. He held adminis- 
trative and training appointments in the Ministry of 
Defence and graduated at the Staff College. He was 
reported to have been a not particularly impressive 
Staff Officer and as having an indifferent foundation 
of knowledge. In July 1958 co-operated with 
Brigadier Qassim in the coup d’état, when he was 
temporarily in command of the 20th Brigade which 
moved into Baghdad ahead of Qassim’s 19th Brigade. 
His troops occupied the radio station and Arif him- 
self broadcast the news of the coup to the people 
and played a part in inciting the mob to destroy the 
King’s Palace. He was appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of the Interior and Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. He was 
relieved of the latter post on September 11, 1958, 
and of the other two posts on September 30, 1958, 
and was appointed Ambassador to Bonn. He 
returned to Baghdad on November 7 without having 
taken up his appointment and against the orders of 
the Government. He was arrested and charged with 


‘conspiracy against the régime. At the time of 


sh he is still under detention but has not been 
tried. ; 
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Immediately after the revolution Arif set himself 
up as the chief Government spokesman and toured 
the country making inflammatory anti-imperialist 
speeches and advocating the equality of all Iraqis. 
He was also the chief advocate of immediate union 
between Iraq and the United Arab Republic and 
enjoyed the support of the Ba’ath Party, He was 
even hailed by the crowds as the “ Nasser of Iraq.” 
His uncontroiied activities, demagoguery and egoism 
coupled with the inefficient execution of his minis- 
terial duties built up the resentment of his Cabinet 
colleagues, of many Army officers and of the middle 
class against him. There is a strong belief that he 
was plotting to supplant Qassim, possibly with the 
help of Rashid Ali, but if so his plans came to 
nothing. 

Arif has a certain charm and evident vitality. He 
is an effective, rather elemental orator. He does not 
seem to be very intelligent, his detailed political ideas 
are unpractical and doctrinaire and even at private 
interviews he has a tendency to pronounce as though 
he were addressing a crowd. He is a devout Moslem 
and claims to be a sincere and intense nationalist 
strongly opposed to Communism. His _ erratic 
behaviour was a serious embarrassment to the pro- 
Nasser faction and increased the Prime Minister’s 
difficulty in maintaining a middle of the road policy 
in international affairs. 

He speaks and understands some English. 


37. Abdul Wahhab Murjan 

Born about 1910 of a rich Shia landowning family 
of Hilla. Educated at the Baghdad Law College, he 
was appointed a judge about 1935 but soon resigned 
to practise as a lawyer. 

In 1946 and 1947 he was leader in Hilla of Kamil 
al Chadirchi’s National Democratic Party but 
resigned in 1947 owing to his exclusion from the 
party’s Higher Committee and to his being taken up 
by Saleh Jabr, who’ secured his election to the 
Chamber of Deputies'in March 1947. 

He was again elected Deputy for Hilla in the 1948 
elections and was appointed Minister of Economics 
itt June 1948 in Muzahim al Pachachi’s Government. 
Resigned on his election as President of the Chamber 
of Deputies in autumn 1948. Elected  vice- 

ident of Nuri al Said’s Constitutional Union 
Party’ in December 1949; Became Minister of 
Communications and’ Works under Nuri al Said in 
September 1950 and was transferred to Finance in 
December 1950, Elected President of the Chamber 
of Deputies in December 1951. Deputy for Hilla in 
January 1953, Minister of Communications and 
Works, January and May 1953. Resigned after a 
quarrel with Said Qazzaz in May 1953. Elected 
President of Chamber of Deputies in December 1953. 
Re-elected for Hilla in June 1954 and September 
1954, when he was again elected as President of the 
Chamber of Deputies after serving for a month as 
Minister of Agriculture. Minister of Communi- 
cations and Works in Ali Jaudat’s Government, June 
1957. . Appointed Prime Minister in December 1957. 
By helping to arrange this appointment, Nuri was 
tying Murjan out as a possible successor for the role 
of leading Shia politician of the generation which 
id take over after Nuri’s departure. The 
appointment was a mistake and Murjan’s Govern- 
ment ‘a fiasco, although it made its mark by the 
agreement ‘to form the Arab Union with Jordan. 
_In' general Murjan proved weak and incompetent 
and totally incapable of dealing with the issues which 
faced him. He is a pleasant enough fellow and was 
just adequate’ as President of the Chamber of 
Deputies to which post he returned during Ahmad 
Mukhtar Baban’s premiership in May 1958. He is 
now in poor ‘health and has been released from 
prison on bail, a rather pitiful victim of events that 
were too big for him. (He speaks a little English. 
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38. Abdul Wahab Shakir (Brigadier, Retired) 
Former Commander of the Second Division. Ap- 
pointed Mutassarif of Hillah after the revolution. He 
is inclined to be brusque but is businesslike to deal 
with. He is substantially built but tougher than he 
looks and genuinely enjoys training and camp life. 
He had a grievance against his more senior officers 
because of their failure to pay more attention to 
purely military matters such as training. He is 
Eek by all Iraqi ranks. He speaks good 
ish. 


39. Abdullah Bakr, K.C.V.O. 

Born 1907. A Sunni from Mosul. Joined the 
Iraqi Foreign Service at its inception and, after 
serving in various posts, was promoted to Minister 
Plenipotentiary in 1948. (Chargé d’Affaires at the 
Iraqi Embassy in Washington in 1952. In the 
summer of 1953 was appointed Deputy Rais of the 
Royal Diwan and held that post until appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Dr. Jamil’s Govern- 
ment in September 1953. Headed the Iraqi 
delegation to the United Nations in autumn 1953. 
Appointed Rais of the Royal Diwan in March 1954 
and accompanied King Faisal on his State Visit to 
Pakistan that month. Also accompanied the King 
on his visits to Jordan in April 1955 and Turkey in 
June 1955 and in his State Visit to the United King- 
dom in 1956, when he was made honorary K.C.V.O. 
A quiet and pleasant personality, he always took 
a sensible view of things and was a good influence 
in the Court. He was fully aware of the need for 
internal reforms, but was probably not forceful 
enough to impress his views on the Crown Prince. 
He is at present unemployed, but is not on trial. 


40. Abdullah Damluji (Dr.) 

Sunni, born in Mosul in 1895, and formerly called 
Abdullah Said Effendi. Studied medicine in 
Constantinople and served in the Turkish army, but 
transferred his allegiance to Ibn Saud when the latter 
occupied Hasa in 1913. . 

As Ibn Saud’s Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1922 
he signed the Ugair Protocol, and in 1926 took part 
in the negotiations in London which led to the Treaty 
of Jedda in 1927. His influence with Ibn Saud after- 
wards waned and in 1928, after the failure of the 
Medina Railway Conference at Haifa, at which he 
was Ibn Saud’s representative, he posted his resig- 
nation to Ibn Saud and came to Baghdad instead of 
returning to the Hejaz. 

In Iraq he has been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs (in 1930-31, 1934 and 1942), thrice Director- 
General of Health (1932-33, 1934-35 and 1941-42), 
and Master of Ceremonies at the Palace in 1937-38. 

From 1942 onwards, he devoted himself mainly to 
business. He was a member of the Iraqi delegation 
to the United Nations in 1947 and was Gected 
Deputy for Mosul in the 1948 elections. 

He was appointed Iraqi Ambassador in Tehran in 
February 1950. He spent most of his time in 
Baghdad, however, and eventually resigned from this 
ee in May 1951. Minister of Education under 

ustafa al Umari, July 1952. 

In 1956 he was appointed a roving Ambassador 

Nuri al Said with a view to effecting a reconcilia- 
tion between Iraq and Saudi Arabia. In this capacity 
he achieved some success which culminated in the 
State Visit of King Saud to Iraq in May 1957. 

An intelligent old man, loyal to the old régtne 
and very friendly and to us. In his visits 
to Saudi Arabia, he did what he could to improve 
SFvod licen bn Soot uber tao eovubacin, Hie opeshe 

‘om his post lution. He 
fair English. 
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41. Abdullah Isma’il al Bustani ; : 

Born about 1915. Brother of Abdul Qadir Isma’il. 
Lawyer and teacher at the Law . He was 
dismissed his post at the Law College for political 
activity at the time of the Suez expedition, and 
reinstated after July 14, 1958. He is a member of 
the National Democratic Party and a vigorous Left- 
wing nationalist, but less extreme than his brother. 
At the time of writing he is active in writing for and 
helping to edit the daily Al Thaura (The Revolution) 
which is following a Communist line. The N.D.P. 
disapprove of this action on Abdullah’s part. which 
he started without consulting them. : 

Abdullah Isma’il has been personally cordial to 
us both before and since the revolution. He s 
French but little English and is married to a daughter 
of the late Jamil Midfai. He is intelligent and 
engaging. 


42. Abdullah Qassab 

Sunni of Baghdad. Born 1900, the son of an 
*Alim, Abbas Amin al Fetwa. Educated Baghdad, 
graduated from the Law College, 1928, and entered 
Government service. Qaimaqam Samarra, 1936, 
Director of Tribal Affairs, Ministry of Interior. 1938. 
Mutasarrif of Diwaniya, 1941. Minister of Interior 
under Nuri al Said (October-December 1943) and 
again under Arshad al Umari (June 1946), reverting 
in the interim to Mutasarrif of Mosul, 1944, Director- 
General of the Date Association, 1947. Appointed 
Mayor of Baghdad, 1951. Returned to Date Associa- 
tion, March 1953. Represented Iraq at Arab/Italian 
Economic Conference held in I in September 
1953. Was made Deputy for Muntafiq, November 
1956. Re-elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 
May 1958 and appointed to the Arab Union Parlia- 
ment. for trial after the revolution. 

A fairly capable administrator without marked 
political leanings. 


43. Adnan al Pachachi 

Born about 1920. Son of Muzahim al Pachachi 
and an up and coming member of the iolee Foepiga 
Service. Adnan holds moderate nationalist views 
but is not so extreme as his father. He is personable 
and intelligent and speaks excellent English. He- 
may well have a future in the Foreign Service. He 
is married to a daughter of Ali Jaudat al Ayyubi. 


44. Ahmad Adnan Hafidh 

Born 1909 of a Sunni family from Mosul. He 
joined Government service in 1934. Became Acting 
Chief Engineer, Posts and Telegraphs in 1944. 
Appointed member of the Board of Agricultural 
Machinery and Implements Administration in 1954. 
Promoted to Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs 
in the same year. Made President of the Baghdad 
Electricity Services Board of Administration, 
September 1955. 

He has travelled abroad a lot. Was invited to the 
United Kingdom as a guest of Her Majesty’s 
Government in the autumn of 1956. Has repre- 
sented his country at various meetings of the Inter- 
national Telecommunications Union and, in February 
1957, at the Arab Postal Conference in Libya. 
Remained at his post after the revolution. 

An enormously fat man with a cheerful disposition. 
Not very cultivated but likeable. He relied much on 
his British technical advisors, but naturally insisted 
that credit for success should be his. Has alwa 
been co-operative with this Embassy. He spea 
good English. 


45. Ahmad al Ajil al Yawir (Shaikh) 

Sunni Shaikh of the Shammar Jarba tribe. 
Younger brother of Sfua al Ajil, he was born about 
1923 and educated at Victoria College, Alexandria, 
and in Mosul and Baghdad. 
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He went to London with his father Ajil in 1937 
to attend the coronation of His Majesty King 
George VI. After Ajil’s death in 1940 Ahmad set 
about undermining Sfuq’s position in the tribe, 
disputed the inheritance with him, and in 1944 was 
suspected of being involved in an attempt to poison 
him with locust bait. 

He became Deputy for Mosul in 1948 and in 
October of that year he was recognised by the 
Government as paramount Shaikh of the Shammar 
in Iraq instead of Mish’an al Faisal who had 
replaced Sfuq the previous June. He is now more 
popular than his rivals with the tribe, but constant 
intrigue amongst themselves has reduced the 
influence of all Shammar Shaikhs. Accompanied 
King Faisal II to America in 1952. Deputy for Tel 
Afar, January 1953, but because of Palace inter- 
vention was not re-elected in 1954. Included in 
Nuri’s list of Deputies in September 1954. Has 
visited Europe and Asia extensively as member of 
the Iraqi Group of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 
Re-elected to Chamber of Deputies in May 1958. 
Remained free after the revolution. 

Flashy, engaging and plausible, Ahmad is one of 
the very few English-speaking tribesmen. During 
the past six years he has, with two Syrian partners, 
devoted much time and hard work to mechanised 
grain farming on his land in the Jezireh and appears 
to have prospered. He is believed to be in touch 
with Ibn Saud. 

His wife does not accompany him away from 
home. 


46. Ahmad Mukhtar Baban 

Born about 1895. Sunni from near Khaniqin. 
He is not a true Baban but takes the name from a 
marriage connexion with the late Jamil Bey Baban 
of Kifri. Educated Baghdad Law School and served 
as a judge for many years. Director-General of 
Supplies. 1942. Successively Minister of Social 
Affairs, Communications and Works and Justice 
under Nuri al Said, 1942-44. Minister of Justice 
under Hamdi Pachachi, 1944. Minister of Social 
Affairs, 1946. Head of the Royal Diwan, 1946. 
He visited Europe in the summer of 1951. Took a 
prominent part in the conduct of the elections of 
January 1953. Minister of Justice under Jamil 
Madfai, January 1953. Head of the Royal Diwan 
again in April 1953. Prime Minister in 
Jamali’s second Cabinet, March 1954, and appointed 
a Senator. Appointed Deputy Prime Minister under 
Nuri from October 1954 until June 1957. Minister 
of Defence under Ali Jaudat, June 1957. Appointed 
Prime Minister of Iraq after formation of the Arab 
Union in May 1958. 

The advice he gave when Head of the Royal 
Diwan was not always good and, by being all things 
to all men, he acquired a reputation for insincerity 
and intrigue. He was always very much a palace 
man and this was the main reason for his a) int- 
ment as Prime Minister. In this latter post, he was 
really no more than a palace executive and 
unfortunately an ineffective one. His stated inten- 
tions to carry out internal reforms were admirable, 
but he had no time to them into effect before he 
was overwhelmed by the revolution. It is however 
unlikely that he would have been able to do anything. 
He was a benevolent avuncular figure, friendly to a 
including ourselves, but entirely lacking in drive and 
personality. He was arrested, tried and sentenced 
to death after the revolution largely because he 
became involved in events which were too big for 
him. At the time of writing there is still a chance 
that the Prime Minister commute the death 
sentence. 

He has divorced his wife and has one daughter 
at school in Beirut. He speaks little English. 


47. Ahmad Mohammed Yahya (Staff Brigadier) 
Sunni Moslem from Mosul. Born about 1913. 
He was Aide to King Faisal in England during the 
King’s school-days. Commanded the 15th Brigade 
in Basra until shortly before July 14, 1958. At the 
time of the revolution he was in Jordan in the post 
of Deputy Commander of the Western Forces of the 
Arab Union. After the revolution he was appointed 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia but did not proceed 
there. He was appointed Minister of the Interior 
on the dismissal of Arif on September 30, 1958. 
Brigadier Yahya has always been friendly to the 
British. He is reputed to have been an efficient 
officer, and is intelligent and a strict Moslem. He 
has been cordial towards us since his appointment 
as Minister of the Interior. It is likely that he will 
prove a competent Minister without ever becoming 
a prominent or controversial figure. He told the 
Vice-Consul in Basra after the revolution that, 
although he did not approve of everything that had 
happened, he was going to look after his own 
interests in the future. At present these interests 
are with Qasim. He speaks good English and has 
polished manners and an elegant appearance. 


48. Ahmad Salih al Abdi ) 

Born about 1910. Commandant of the Iraqi 
School of Artillery in 1954. Commander, Royal 
Artillery of the 3rd Division, 1957-58. Appointed 
Military Governor-General and Chief of the General 
Staff after the revolution. He is fat, humorous and 
friendly. He was popular amongst the middle and 
junior ranks of the army as he was one of the few 
senior officers who treated them like human beings. 
Since the revolution he has been a success as Military 
Governor and appears to have a good grip of the 
situation. He is business-like to deal with. 


49. Ahmad al Rawi, K.B.E. 

Born about 1896, the son of a Baghdad Sunni 
Alim. Brother of Najib al Rawi.(g.v.). Became a 
police officer soon after the formation of the Iraq 
Government and after reaching the rank of Com- 
mandant. sérved in several liwas as a mutasarrif. 
In 1939 he was made an administrative inspector 
and soon afterwards was placed on pension. 

After the collapse of Rashid Ali’s rebel Govern- 
ment in 1941 he was recalled by Jamil Madfai and 
made Director-General, of Police. He held this 
position s for four years of war and 
co-operated whole-heartedly with the British Forces. 
He was appointed Honorary K.B.E. for his war 
services in 1946. 

Created Pasha by Amir Abdullah of Transjordan 
in 1943, he was appointed Iraqi Minister to Syria 
and the Lebanon in 1945 and to Transjordan in 
1946. He returned to Iraq the same year to take up 
the post. first of Director-General, and later (1949) 
in the Ministry for Foreign 
In this capacity he represented Iraq at 
several meetings of the Arab League Political Com- 
mittee in 1948 and was a member of the Iraqi 
delegation to the United Nations in the latter. half 
of 1949. Appointed Iraqi Minister at Amman in 
January 1951. In May 1952 he was appointed Iraqi 
Minister at Karachi. Defeated in the elections of 
January 1953. Appointed Ambassador to Lebanon, 
1953. Elected as Deputy in Dulaim June 1954. 
Apovointed Minister of Social Affairs under Arshad 
al Umari, July 1954. 

Ahmad Pasha was a supporter of Iraq’s British 
connexion. and an ‘intelligent and pleasant man. 
More politician than administrator, he was generally 
well-informed but did not carry the weight that his 
position and connexion would lead one to expect. 

Was on bad terms with Nuri al Said and particu- 
larly the former Nazis among Nuri’s supporters. For 
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this reason he has remained jobless for the past four 
years and is correspondingly embittered. He speaks 
English well. His wife speaks some English. 


50. Akram Ahmad Salman (Mai Retired) 

Sunni Moslem, born Baghdad 1911. An artillery 
Officer, educated at R.M.A., Woolwich. Attended 
young officers gunnery course at Larkhill in January 
1937. Was Director of Artillery before the revolu- 
tion. After the revolution appointed Mutasarrif of 
Diwaniyah. Cheerful, ineffective and indecisive, 
pred and in the past inclined to be hostile to British 
advice. 


51, Ala Ud-Din Mahmoud (Major-General, Retired) 
Appointed Mutasarrif of Erbil after the revolution. 
Born in Baghdad in 1910. Formerly Adjutant- 

General to the Iraqi Army and Director of Military 

Training. In the latter appointment he did not 

impress, greatly lacking drive and fresh ideas, He 

was at one time A.D.C. to King Faisal. He speaks 

English and is said to be honest. 


52. Ali Haidar Sulaiman 

Born at Rowanduz 1905 of a well-known Kurdish 
family. Educated at Mosul and the American 
University, Beirut. 

Lecturer in Modern History at the Higher 
Teachers’ Training College, 1930. Transferred to 
Ministry of Interior, 1933. Transferred to the Iraqi 
Foreign Service and served at Rome and Cairo 
between 1937 and 1939. He was interned after 1941 
as a sympathiser with Rashid Ali (he is a brother-in- 
law of Yunis Sab’awi who was hanged for his part 
in the rebellion). Released in 1944 he became a 
partner of Ali Kemal in the New Baghdad scheme. 
In 1949 he was associated in business with Abdul 
Hadi al Chalabi and was director of the firm, Iraq 
Engineering Works. 

Deputy for Rowanduz, 1948. Resigned, 1950. 
Re-elected, 1953 and June 1954. Not re-elected in 
September 1954. Minister of Social Affairs under 
Muzahim al Pachachi, 1948. Minister of Communi- 
cations and Works under Ali Jaudat, 1949-50. 
Appointed a Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi 
Foreign Service in May 1951. Minister of Develop- 
ment in Dr. Jamali’s first Government, ber 
1953, and of Economics in his second Government, 
March 1954, when he also acted as Minister of 
Development for a time. After returning to 
commerce for two years, he was appointed Iraqi 
Ambassador in Bonn in 1956 from which he 
returned in November 1958. He is likely to continue 
in employment under the new i, ge 

A sincere and intelligent nationalist with moderate 
reformist views. As a Minister he was industrious 
and painstaking. but finds it difficult to delegate 
responsibility. His health is not robust and this is 
a continuous disability for him. Speaks good 
English. His wife appears in public, but does not 
know English. 


53. Ali Jaudat al Ayyubi 

Sunni of humble Mosul origin, born 1886. 
Educated at Istanbul and commissioned. in the 
Turkish army. In Turkish times he was a member 
of the Arab Nationalist society, Al Ahd al Iraqi. He 
fought against the British at Shuaibah but. sur- 
rendered soon afterwards and was employed in 1915 
to encourage Arab officer prisoners to join the Arab 
Revolt. Later he joined Faisal, and in 1920 was 
Faisal’s Military Governor at Aleppo. 

He returned to Iraq with King Faisal in 1921 and 
from then until 1923 he held various posts in the 
provincial administration. In 1922 he took an active 
part in agitation against the Mandate. 
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As Minister for Interior under Ja’far al Askari 
(1923-24) he voted for the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 
1922. He was again a provincial Governor and later 
worked in the Ministry of Interior between 1924 and 
1930, when he became Minister of Interior under 
Nuri al Said. He resigned from the Cabinet in 
September 1930 and also (in company with Yasin al 
Hashimi and Rashid Ali) from the Chamber of 
Deputies in protest against the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
of 1930. 

Private Secretary to the King, 1933; Prime Minister 
1934, he was forced to resign by an agitation against 
him throughout the country organised by Yasin al 
Hashimi and Rashid Ali. 

President of the Chamber of Deputies, 1935. 
Iraqi Minister in London, August 1935; Paris, 
December 1936-—October 1937. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs under Nuri al Said, 1939. 

After the Rashid Ali coup d’état in April 1941 he 
joined the Regent at Basra and accompanied him to 
Jerusalem. After the collapse of the rebellion he 
returned to Baghdad and became Méinister for 
Foreign Affairs under Jamil Madfai in June 1941. 

Iraqi Minister at Washington, 1942-48. He joined 
Muzahim al Pachachi’s Government in the reshuffle 
of September 1948 as Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and was made a Senator, and in December 1949 he 
succeeded, after two failures, in forming a Cabinet, 
which resigned in February 1950. Deputy Prime 
Minister under Jamil Madfai, January to September 
1953. His term as a Senator was renewed in 
November 1956. Appointed Prime Minister in 
succession to Nuri al Said in June 1957. 

As Prime Minister, Ali Jaudat steered a careful 
course between Arab nationalism and _ Iraq’s 
previous pro-Western policy. By this means, he 
succeeded in lowering the tension between Iraq 
and Egypt which had become violent during Nuri’s 
long premiership (1954-57). His lack of enthusiasm 
for the Baghdad Pact and his tendency to incline 
towards Arab nationalism and Egypt caused the 
displeasure of the Crown Prince and Nuri. He 
sought to dissolve the Chamber in November 1957, 
and have new elections. The Crown Prince did not 
4 with this and Ali Jaudat resigned in December 

He has not been arrested but it is improbable that 
he will play any political role in the future. His 
wife is a Syrian who speaks good English. His 
elder son, Nizar, is married to an American and 
his daughter is married to Adnan, the son of 
Muzahim al Pachachi, a Counsellor in the Foreign 
Service. Nizar is a merchant with a dubious 
Teputation and the agent for several British firms. 
Ali Jaudat speaks English. 


54. Ali Mahmad Shaikh Ali 

Sunni, connected with the Ubaid tribe. Born 
Baghdad, 1902. Educated at the Baghdad Law 
College, he practised as a lawyer from 1923.to 1936. 
= ey ; yer he was arrested both in 1924 
an ‘or violent agitation against Anglo-Iraqi 
treaties. He was twice elected Deputy. =~ 

Appointed judge in the Court of Appeal in 1936 
and Minister of Justice under Hikmat Sulaiman in 
1937. Mutasarrif of Basra, 1939; © Director-General 
of Cutoms, 1940. Again Minister of Justice in 
Rashid Ali’s rebel Cabinet, he fled to Persia after 
Rashid Ali’s collapse but was later surrendered to the 
British Military authorities and interned in Southern 
Rhodesia. Sent back to Iraq, tried and sentenced 
to seven years’ imprisonment in 1942. During his 
internment he embarked upon an immense hi 


of Palestine, taking the story back to pre-Islamic 
times. 
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Released in 1949, he practised as a lawyer. 
Appointed Director-General of Customs, July 1952. 
Minister of Finance under Mustafa al Umari for one 
week and then under Nuruddin Mahmud in 
November 1952. He drafted most of the ordinances 
issued by that Government aimed at lowering the 
cost of living of the lower classes. Appointed Vice- 
President, Court of Cassation, July 1953. 


55. Ali Mumtaz al Daftari 

Born 1901. Sunni of the Daftari family of 
Baghdad. Educated at Baghdad Law College and 
entered Government service in 1920. Rose to be 
Director-General of Revenues by 1935, but had to 
leave Iraq after Bekr Sidqi’s coup d’état which over- 
threw the Government of Yasin al Hashimi in 1936 
to whose daughter he is married. Reappointed 
Director-General of Revenues by Nuri al Said in 
939. 


Minister of Finance under Taha al Hashimi, 1941. 
Director of Rafidain Bank, 1941. Again Minister of 
Finance under Nuri al Said in 1941 and 1943. 
Minister of Communications and Works under 
Taufiq Suwaidi in 1946. Minister of Finance under 
Muzahim al Pachachi in 1948 and under Ali Jawdat. 
December 1949 to February 1950. Resigned from 
the Chamber of Deputies in 1950. 

Appointed a member of the Development Board 
in November 1950 and tendered his resignation from 
the Board in June 1951. Minister of Finance under 
Jamil Madfai, January and May 1953. Appointed 
Senator, April 1953. The most energetic Minister 
in that Cabinet, Ali Mumtaz earned the respect of 
almost all Deputies for his conduct of affairs in the 
Chamber. Acompanied King Faisal on a State 
Visit to Amman, August 1953. Minister of Finance 
in Jamali’s second Government, March 1954. He 
then reverted to his law practice for four years. 
Minister of Finance and Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs under Ali Jawdat, 1957. Has not been in 
Office since the fall of Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in 
December 1957. It was said at the time that he 
supported Ali Jaudat in asking for the dissolutian 
of the Chamber of Deputies and new elections, This 
could account for his being given no further office 
under the old régime. Was in London at the time 
- the revolution of July 14. May yet have a political 

‘uture. é 

He gives an impression of sincerity and ability, 
but when in power found difficulty in co-operating 
with his Cabinet colleagues. He has been involved 
in at least one ial scandal. In recent years he 
has invested heavily in land and his financial repu- 
tation continues to be clouded, due, it is rumoured, 
to his having to find large sums to pay his wife’s 
gambling lebts. He and his wife speak very good 
English. They have a son at Cambridge and several 
children at school in England. 


56. Ali al Safi (Dr.) 

Born 1913. Shia of Najaf. Studied at Heidelberg, 
taking a Ph.D. in political economy, remained in 
Germany during at least part of 1939-45 war, and 
is believed to have co-operated there with Rashid 
Ali al Gailani. He joined the Iraq Government 
service in 1948 as an instructor at the College of 
Engineering and became su uently Assistant 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in the 
Ministry of Communications, where he failed to get 
on with the Director-General and was appointed 
Director of the semi-official National ther 
Industry Company. 

Was delegated by the Arab League, with two 
others, to try and dissuade the Federal German 
Governmént from paying reparations to Israel. 

Appointed Minister of Economics by Arshad al 
Umari in April 1954. Elected Deputy for Naiaf in 
June 1954. Not re-elected in September 1954. 
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A gay, outspoken friendly nationalist, he is good 
company, but a light-weight and unlikely to play 
any important political role. He remains friendly 
towards Germany and in close contact with the 
German Embassy. 

Speaks good German and a little English. 


57. Ali al Shargi 

Shia from Najaf. Born about 1890. Originally a 
Mulla in Najaf and later Qadhi in Basra and else- 
where, he finally became Head of the Supreme 


’ Ja’afari Court. He was made a Senator in 1947 


during Saleh Jabr’s term of office. Minister without 
Portfolio in Ali Jawdat’s Government of December 
1949. Minister of State under Jamil Madfai, May 
1953, under Nuri in August 1954, under Ali Jaudat 
in June 1957, Murijan in December 1957 and Baban 
in May 1958. 

Although a man of little political importance, he 
was retained as an almost permanent Minister of 
State by the old régime because he was a Shia, in 
touch with Naiaf and with a knowledge of what was 
going on in the Shia parts of Iraq. Was said to be 
making a tidy fortune by smuggling. His reputation 
for dishonesty and incompetence was damaging to 
the Governments of which he was a member and to 
the old régime in general. 


58. Amin al 

Born Falluja, 1909. Sunni. 
American University, Beirut. Joined Iraqi Foreign 
Service in 1933. Served in London, Washington 
(1947) and Damascus, then appointed Director of 
Arab Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1950. Appointed Minister in Jedda, Fe' 1954. 
Returned to Baghdad and the desk of Arab irs as 
Director-General in February 1956 at the request of 
the Saudis, for among other things rebutting Saudi 
criticism of Iraq’s Western connexion. 

An experienced and cautious man, he was one of 
the few Iraqis in the Foreign Service who could with- 
hold information.as easily as give it. He acted 
as Permanent Under-Secretary during the absences 
of Yousif Al-Gailani but appeared to have relatively 
little authority. He was basically friendly to the 
West and appeared to be aware that it was in Iraq’s 
interests to have good relations. On the other hand, 
he held Arab. nationalist views and could probably 
have served the new Government well. As it was, 
he was suspended from his post for five years after 
the revolution. He was also arrested but later 
released on bail. He has published two books in 
Arabic, “The English as I knew them” and “ The 
Americans as I saw them.” The former was frank 
and objective but friendly, the latter equally frank 
and therefore, to its subjects, rather less acceptable. 


Bead seeks cane His wife from a tribal 
background ‘s some English and French. 


59. Arkan Abadi 

Shia, born in 1919. A tribesman of the Fetlah 
tribe of Diwaniyah. Brother of Kadhim Abadi (q.v.). 
Educated at the London School of Economics. 
Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 1944. He 
accompanied Fadhil al Jamali to the Palestine 
Conference in London in September 1946. 

Deputy for Diwaniyah in 1947 and 1948. Resigned 
in 1950. Contested a by-election in 1950 but was 
defeated by Government action. Deputy for the 
Muntafiq in November 1950 and for Shamiya in 
January 1953. He was offered the portfolio of 
Agriculture by Nasrat al Farisi during his abortive 
attempt to form a Cabinet in January 1953. 
Re-elected in 1954. Was a member of Nuri al Said’s 
Constitutional Union Party. Spent the summer of 
1953 in the United States on an American bursary. 
Was Minister without Portfolio in charge of village 


Educated at 
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and tribal affairs in Jamali’s first Government 
(September 1953) and Minister of Social Affairs in 
Jamali’s second Government (March 1954). Ministcr 
of Social Affairs under Ali Jaudat, June 1957, and 
under Abdul Wahhat Murjan, December 1957. 

Arkan Abadi is not particularly bright but he has 
common sense and energy and was not a bad 
Minister. He claimed that he tried hard to carry 
out reforms while he was at the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, but was frustrated by caution at the top. 
Before the revolution he was extremely critical of 
the old régime’s refusal to carry out reforms and 
predicted that it was heading towards disaster. He 
remained free after the revolution and is still friendly 
towards us. 

He and his wife who is the daughter of the late 
Jamil Madfai speak excellent English. 


60. Arshad al Umari, K.B.E. 

Sunni, born in 1888 of the well-known Umari 
family of Mosul. Educated in Turkey and employed 
as Municipal Engineer in Istanbul. He served on 
the Turkish staff in 1914-18 war. 

A member of the first Iraqi Parliament, he later 
held several official appointments. Mayor of 
Baghdad from 1931 to 1933, and again from 1936 
to 1944, with a short interruption in 1941 when he 
formed a Committee of Internal Security to conclude 
an armistice with the British forces after Rashid 
Ali’s flight. He was a successful Mayor and can 
claim credit for much of the modernisation of 
Baghdad since the war. 

He represented Iraq at the Arab Unity Congress in 
Cairo in 1944 which resulted in the formation of the 
Arab League and in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
to San Francisco. Minister of Economics and Com- 
munications under Ali Jawdat in 1934. Minister of 
Supply under Hamdi Pachachi in 1944. Appointed 
a Senator in June 1944. ee ee an 
from June to November 1946, and aroused grea 
opposition by his dictatorial methods. He oer 
some part in the political intrigues which resulted 
in the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
Minister of Defence in the Government of 


capacity his erratic nature agra 
in | 


nothing to assuage. 

probably no other Iraqi who would have applied so 
much energy to the work of the Board; but even his 
ebullient nature was ac overborne by the 


Board. He threw in his band in June 1953 and his 
resignation from the Board was accepted in July. 
As a sop he was reappointed to the Senate. 

Prime Minister and Acting Minister of Develop- 
pril 1954. He .was responsible for the 
elections of << 1954 and managed to quarrel with 
a number of his Ministers. He was untouched by 
the revolution of July 14 since he was generally 
acceptable to the nationalists. At the time of writing 
he is in Turkey and reported to be anxious about 
developments in Iraq. 

He is president of the Iraqi Red Crescent Society 
and has done a good deal to improve their finances. 
His daughter, Mme. Mumtaz al Umari, is a leading 
figure in the Ladies’ Committee of this society. 

He has an attractive personality and a capacity 
pod hard pepe? which i it rare in an i, but his deg 
anges of opinion, his obstinacy impatience 

tice. thabe him unfit for politics. He speaks 
fark and some rather curious French. He was 
appointed Honorary K.B.E. for war services in 1946, 
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and is always referred to as “ Pasha.” He is 
separated from his wife, who lives on the charity of 
her relatives as he is too selfish to maintain her. 


hel of Baghdad. born 1898. Ed ted at the 
unni 0} m 7 ucated a’ 
Boghdad Law School. 

Assistant Private Secretary to King Faisal, 1921. 
Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 1925 and was 
appointed et the Iraqi Legation in London. i 
draftsman the Ministry of Justice, 1927. 
Returned to nthe Foreign Service in 1928 and held 
appointments at Ankara, London, Rome, Paris and 
Berlin between 1932 and 1943, From 1940 to 1943 
he was in charge of the Iraqi Legation in London. 

Director-General in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
1943; Minister at Ankara, 1944; transferred to 
Paris, 1949. Director-General of Government Oil 
Refineries Administration in July 1952, but in 1956 
was shunted into the virtual sinecure of Chairman 
of the Administration. His appointment to the Oil 
Refineries Administration caused some criticism as 
he had no qualifications for the yo either in 
experience or personality. Dismissed from his post 
after the revolution. 

His is married to a sister of the Amir Zaid who 
does not normally appear in public. He speaks 
good English. 


62. Aziz Sharif 
Leader of the People’s Party (Communist) in 1946. 
Arrested in 1947 when the premises of the People’s 
ry were seized but later released. Exiled in 1952 
ived in Damascus until the revolution of July 14,. 
1958. Returned to rence August 1958, and is 
President of the Partisans of Peace. 


63. Baba Ali Shaikh Mahmud (Shaikh) 

Kurd. Born about 1912, second son of the well- 
known Sheikh Mahmud. He spent much of his 
childhood in Persia, when his father was engaged in 
various rebellions. Between 1928 and 1932 he was 
educated at the expense of the Iraq Government at 
Victoria College, Alexandria, where he was a class- 
mate of the Regent. Later he went to Columbia 
University. 

He was appointed to a minor post in the railways 
in 1938, but soon resigned. His outspoken criticism 
of Iraqi administration in Kurdish areas led to his 
arrest and exile for a few months in 1943. A 
repetition of the offence in 1945 narrowly missed 
having the same result. Before the revolution of 
July 14 he was a strong critic of the Iraq Govern- 
ment’s handling of Kurdish problems. 

Minister of Economics under Arshad al Umari in 
1946 and in the su Government of Nuri 
Pasha. Deputy for Sulaimaniya, 1947; lost his seat 
in 1948. Appointed Minister of Communications 
and Works in the Revolutionary Government in 
1958. To judge from his conversations with 
members of the Embassy since the revolution, he 
appears to be a stabilising and moderating influence. 

‘Claims to have been responsible for persuading the 
et gah : allow the return of Mulla Mustafa 
Bazani to Ira 

Baba Ali speaks Pagers ees English and possesses 
an attractive, though not very forceful; personali 
He is interested im the improvement of agriculture 
in Kurdistan and particularly in the growing and 
marketing of tobacco. 

He visited America in 1950 and since then has 
been in close contact with the United States 
Embassy. 


64. Bahauddin Nuri 
Kurd, born in Baghdad about 1897 of an Erbil 


a OO rng father was a_ well-known ’Alim. 
he joined the Turkish Army 
in nisin =r the i Army in 1921. 


8 


In 1924 he was First-Lieutenant Small Arms 
Instructor and in 1927 he was promoted Captain. 
Passed Iraqi Staff College, 1930; attended Staff 
College, Canberity, 1935-36. On his return to Iraq 
he was deeply involved in Bekr Sidqi’s coup d’état 
and was thereafter appointed to Operations Branch. 
Dismissed from the Army by Taha al Hashimi in 
1938, he became Assistant Traffic Director on the 
Iraqi State Railways. 

In autumn, 1941, he rejoined the Army as Major- 
General and was appointed Assistant C.G.S., but was 
retired again in 1944. He was Acting Mutasarrif 
of Sulaimaniya in 1944 and was elected Deputy for 
Sulaimaniya in 1947 and 1948, Minister of Social 
Affairs under Nuri al Said during 1949. ‘Appointed 
a Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign 
Service in May 1951, and Chargé d’Affaires at 
Tehran. Ambassador there in 1953, Sheen he proved 
a competent representative; Appointed Ambassador 
in Amman, January 1956. ‘Recalled after the 
revolution of July 14. 

One of the most capable Staff Officers in the Iraqi 
Army, he suffered twice for his connexion with Bekr 
Sidgi. He is an intelligent man and a fairly good 
administrator; but in spite of a frank and e 
demeanour he is not entirely honest or reliable. He 
is a Freemason and a connoisseur of mystic poetry, 
but he is also self-seeking and miserly. As Minister 
he was co-operative with the British, but he was 
widely censured for his continued connexions with a 
Lebanese firm supplying the Government. He 


speaks Arabic, Kurdish, Persian, Turkish and 
English well. His wife speaks some English. 
65. Burhanuddin Bashayan 

Born 1914, a member of a prominent Sunni 
Muslim family of Basra. 


Trained as a lawyer and has also commercial 
interests in Basra. \A member of the United Popular 
Front Party with Taha al Hashimi (q.v.) and was on 
its political committee, pepey for Basra on various 
occasions. He participated in the walk-out which 
the U.PF. and other Deputies staged from the 
Chamber in 1950, Left the U.P. in 1954 and 
joined Nuri al Said who secured his election for 


Basra in September 1954. Appointed Minister 


without Portfolio by Nuri in A 1954 and was 
Acting Minister for Foreign irs during the 
prolonged absences of Dr. Musa al gorasccne at 


such he played a considerable part in the 

of the Anglo-Iraqi Special Agreement of 1955. nWas 
appointed substantive Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in May 1955, and was thus involved in the early 


meetings of the Baghdad Pact, being Chairman of the: 


Deputies for 1956. Minister for Foreign Affaits 
again under Abdul Wahhab Murjan in December 
1957, in which capacity he played a large part in 
negotiating the Arab Union with Jordan. Minister 
without Portfolio responsible for information and 
guidance under Nuri in March 1958 and Minister of 
Guidance under Ahmad Mukhtar Baban, May 1958. 
Tried after the revolution, July 14, 1958, and sen- 
tenced to death. At the time of writing there is still 
hope that sentence may be commuted. 

Although not unintelligent he is slow and 
ponderous and in particular lacked the rong 
drive and initiative to be a successful Minister of 
Information. He was personally friendly towards the 
British and a pleasant and patient negotiator. 

Visited the United Kingdom in March 1954, as 
a member of the Iraqi eg reas | Delegation, 
— of the British Gecup of the In arliamentary 


His English is good. He has been handicapped by 
trouble with his sight and underwent operations in 
the United Kingdom in 1956, which appear to have 
cured him. His wife does not appear in society. 
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66. Darwish al Haidari 

Born in Baghdad in 1907 of the Haidari family 
whch originated from Erbil. Educated at the 
American University, Beirut, and at Texas University 
where he studied agriculture and was awarded an 
honorary degree in 1956. 

Entered Government service, 1930. Director of 
Rustamiya. Experimental Farm, 1933, and of Abu 
Ghuraib Experimental Farm, 1940, Director of 
Grain in the Local Products Directorate of the 
Ministry of the Interior, 1942. Transferred back to 
the Department of Agriculture after he had been 
accused of the illegal disposal of a quantity of grain. 

He was on the Iraqi delegation to the Hot Springs 
Food Conference in 1943. Director-General of 
Agriculture, 1946-54, in which capacity he attended 
_— international conferences and went to Canada 

to purchase grain. Director-General of the 4th 
Technical Section of the Ministry of Development, 
1954-56. Director-General of the Date Association, 
1956. Iraqi representative in the Committee of 
Economic Experts of the Baghdad Pact. 

Fat and jovial in appearance, friendly and good 
company, he has a strong personality and much 
energy, initiative and determination. He is a devout 
Moslem and a passionate Arab Nationalist. He was 
a dictator in his department and his jealousy of any 
interference made it difficult for British experts to 
co-operate with him. In spite of his strong dis- 
approval of the lack of energy of the old régime in 
carrying out reforms, he lost his job after the revo- 
lution. ‘He is still around and cheerful, but his 
we is obscure. 

unsuccessfully contested a by-election in 
Baghdad i in June 1985. He is a keen farmer on his 
own and tries to put into practice some of the prin- 
Cipies he Has. peeanon, He and his wife, an intelligent 
and charming woman who is a sister of Yusuf and 
poe ee eee, speak good English and 
rench. 


67. Daud al Haidari 

Baghdad Sunni, born about 1885. Son of one- 
time Sheikh al Islam, his family is of Kurdish origin 
from Erbil, Once an A.D. to Sultan Abdul 
Hamid, he. spent the 1914-18 war in Constantinople 
and came to Baghdad in 1921. 

Member for Erbil in the Constituent Assembly in 
1924. Minister of Justice under Taufiq Suwaidi, 
1929. Deputy for Erbil, 1930-34. 

Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 1941-42. (Minister of 


‘Justice under Nuri Said, 1942-43. ‘Minister in 


London, 1943-45. Appointed Senator in 1945. 
Minister of Social Affairs in Mohammed al Sadr’s 
Cabinet, January-June 1948. 

He was an intermediary when the British Oil 
Development Company’s concession was negotiated 
and has since been paid a retaining fee by the Basra 
and Mosul Petroleum Companies, who describe him 
as their legal adviser, but do not in fact consult him. 
He resigned from the Senate under a new in 


terpre- 
tation of the Constitution in March 1949 rather than 


give up this fee. 

Daud Pasha was a friend of the Crown Prince but 
is widely distrusted both politically and financially. 
He was involved in the agitation against the Ports- 
mouth Treaty in January 1948, but by 1952 he had 
become a supporter of Saleh J: Jabr. 


in Baghdad socity, Uetig tnarted: copbectvcty ts 
in ively to 
Dr. Saib Shawkat and Rauf al Chadirchi ar. 

He speaks French and a little and is well 
disposed towards the British, but actions tend 
to be rymergh | his financial embarrassments. A 


nice old man a taste for horseracing, He looks 
as though he had spent a fortune—as indeed he has 
and enjoyed every minute of it. He is a widower. 
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68. Dhia Ja’far (Dr.) 

Baghdad Shi, bom in 1911. He studied 
mechanical engineering at Birmingham University, 
where he obtained a B.Sc. in 1934 and a Ph.D. in 
1936, and then had twenty months’ training with the 
Great Western Railway. 

Appointed Assistant Mechanical Engineer in the 
Iraqi State Railways in 1937, he was subsequently 
promoted to be Mechanical Engineer. During the war 
he was Director-General of Engineering Supplies. 

Deputy for Baghdad in 1947. He failed in the 
1948 elections, but was later returned for Karbala in 
a by-election. 

(Minister of Communications and Works under 
Saleh Jabr in 1947 and of Economics under Nuri al 
Said in 1949 and under Taufiq Suwaidi in 1950. A 
founder-member and member of the Central Com- 
mittee of Nuri al Said’s Constitutional Union Party, 
December 1949. (Minister of Economics under Nuri 
al Said in September 1950, Transferred to Com- 
munications and Works in December. 1950. He 
played a prominent part in the negotiations with the 
Iraq Petroleum Company in 1950 and 1951. 
Appointed Acting Minister of Finance in December 
1951. Elected Deputy for Baghdad, January 1953. 
Re-elected, 1954. (Minister of Economics under 
Jamil Madfai in January and May 1953. Minister 
of Finance under Nuri al Said, 1954-55 and Minister 
of Development, 1955-57. Minister of Economics 
under Nuri, March 1958, and of Development under 
Baban in May 1958. Dismissed after the revolution, 
but not put on trial. He was in England at the time. 

He was a su Minister of Economics, and 
was a strong supporter of Nuri al Said and had 
close connexions also with Saleh Jabr. He is a 
conservative and orthodox financier. He was a 
relentless politician with a strong Shia bias which 
made him a troublesome colleague, but he has energy 
and ability. 

He enjoys British company, but was resentful 
against what he considers the unequal relationship 
between Britain and Iraq, and was consequently 
difficult to deal with officially, The I.P.C. regarded 
him as the main obstacle to an agreement on oil 


problems. 

His wife, who is related to the Aga Khan, looks 
as though she ge be more at home in Beirut 
than in Baghdad. She speaks some English and 
he speaks it very well. 


69. Fadhil Abbas al Mahdawi (Colonel) 

Born about 1912, related to Brigadier Qasim. He 
seems to have had e undistinguished army career, 
his last post being of stores at Musayib, 
Our intoratacion Th indicates t he was not associated 
with the planning or execution of the coup d’état of 
July 14, 1958. 

Mahdawi first came to the B seen eye when he 
was appointed President of 


accused and continually made statements 

irrelevant to the matter in hand. It is ae that he 
has had a considerable part in deciding the harsh 
psn tdemwe pi Sn l Since the trials have 


a most — impression on moderate and 


thinking 
Has also appointed President of the Union 


of Democratic Youth, a Communist front organi- 
sation. 
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70. Fadhil al Jamali (Dr.) 

Shia of Kadhimain, born 1902. Educated Ameri- 
can University, Beirut, 1921-27, and Colombia 
University 1927-29. Joined the Ministry of 
Education, 1929. Director-General of Instruction, 
1933; Inspector-General of the Ministry, 1937. He 
visited Germany in 1937 and made arrangements for 
an Iraqi party to attend the Nuremburg Rally of 
1938. Visited England in 1938 at the invitation of 
the British Council. 

He was a founder member of the Muthanna Club, 
whose members were ef Western-educated 
nationalists, and whose poli thinking was much 
influenced by national Socialism. He strongly 
resisted British influence in the Ministry of Education 
and it was British influence which caused his transfer 
from that Ministry to a position in the Iraqi Embassy 
in Washington in January 1943. He did not take up 
this appointment, but Director-General of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1944. He was a 
member of the Iraqi delegation to the San Francisco 
Conference in 1945. 

Foreign Minister from June 1946 to January 1948 
in the successive Cabinets of Arshad al Umari, Nuri 
al Said and Saleh Jabr. During this time he attended 
the Palestine Conference in London in 1946 and the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1947. He was 
out of politics for a time after the failure of the 
Portsmouth Le ag a changers A 1948, but was given 
a sinecure in the Ministry of F oreign Affairs later in 
the same ba r and was appointed Iraqi Minister in 
Cairo in February 1949. He was recalled almost 
immediately to become Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nuri Pasha in March 1949. He resigned after . 
six months under a constitutional rule, since he had 
no seat in Parliament, and was appointed Permanent 
Iraqi delegate to the United Nations, Organisation. 
He was elected Deputy for Diwaniya in the by- 
elections of June 1950 and became President of the 
Chamber of Deputies in December 1950. Minister 
for Foreign Affairs under Mustafa al Umari, Jul: 
1952. and Nuruddin Mahmud, November 1952. 
Headed Iraqi delegations to United Nations, October 
1952. Deputy for Diwaniya, January 1953, and 
elected President of the Chamber of Deputies. Was 
appointed Prime Minister in September 1953 and in 
March 1954 formed a second Cabinet, which. 
however, only survived a few. weeks. He attended 
the Arab League meetings of October 1953. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in Arshad al Umari’s 
Government April 1953, when he was taken ill with 


a gastric ulcer. Re-elected for Diwaniya 1954. 
Received an honorary degree from Colombia 
University (July 1954)- R mted Iraq at the 


United Nations in 1954, 195, 
Bandung Conference in 1955 


His period as Prime Minister was characterised by 
fair promises and lack of ‘ormance. He gave up 
the premiership in April 1954 with his reputation for 
integey and — <= ne Oe eee 
weakness, instability of purpose an powers 
of leadership had been . He also showed a 
remarkable capacity for self-deception which led him 
to form his second Government when his political 
reputation made it much wiser for him to refuse to 
do so in view of his lack of support in the Chamber. 

The xenophobic nationalism of his younger days 
was greatly modified by his extensive contacts with 
- West and by a genuine conviction of the 

ecessity for Iraq of co-operation with the West. 
During 1987-58 Jamali became increasingly :con- 
vinced of the danger of Gamal Abdul Nasser to 
Iraq and that Nasser was in league with »Soviét 
Russia and Communism. In addition to speaking 
frankly on this theme he published a newspaper, 
Al Amal, in early vo on oe noted. for 
attacks on. Nasser, Egypt and the United: Arab 


and 1956, and at the 
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Republic. Jamali was appointed Foreign Minister 
under Nuri on March 2, 1958, but rather surprisingly 
was given no Ministerial post either in the Union 
Government, when this was formed in May 1958, or 
in Baban’s Iraqi Government. He was appointed 
to the Union Parliament. He continued up to the 
revolution to pursue a violent anti-Nasser line and 
in consequence made himself exceedingly unpopular 
with the majority of Iraqis who had previously 
respected him for his honesty and sincerity and liked 
him personally, 

Arrested after the revolution of July 14, 1958, 
tried and sentenced to death. At the time of writing 
there is still hope that the sentence may be 
commuted. 

Throughout his trial Jamali conducted himself 
with great courage. He renounced nothing he had 
done and took full responsibility for his actions. 

He is bitterly anti-French and took a leading part 
in Arab agitation against French policy in North 
Africa. He is interested in Western literature and 
likes Western music. He has a great interest in the 
study of education. He is vain and self-important 
but has shown himself to possess great courage. He 
is effective in debate and speaks very frankly in 
private discussion, He is married to a Canadian 
and has a large circle of British and American 
friends. His wife plays a leading in running 
local charities such as the prey = > Home (the 
Jamalis have a spastic child in the United Kingdom) 
and the Temperance League. 


71. Faiq Samarrai 

Sunni, born at Basra about 1904. Educated 
Baghdad Law College, 1928-32. Appointed a 
secretary in the Ministry of Justice, 1933; transferred 
to Tapu Department, 1934; Superintendent of 
Labour, Ministry of Interior, 1935, and attended a 
Labour Conference at Geneva in 1936. After a 
further period in the Ministry of Justice, he became 
Director-General of Press and Propaganda in 1939. 
After a short period of service in the police and at 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, became Director- 
General of Municipalities in 1940. 

An extreme nationalist since his student days, he 
served a short sentence in 1930 for his in the 
demonstrations against the lo-Iraqi Treaty. He 
was an active supporter of Rashid Ali and was 
interned from 1941 to 1945 at Fao, where he caused 
much Age A a putioxities, He Rog a founder 
mem ¢ Istiqlal Party in , secretary- 
general in 1947 and vice-president, 1948, 1949 and 
1950. Deputy for Samarra, 1948, he resigned with 
the Opposition Deputies in March 1950, but was 
again lected in the by-elections of June 1950. In 
1949 and early 1950 he travelled in Syria and 
Lebanon for his party to make propaganda for Iraqi- 
Syrian union. Resigned with the other Istiq! 
Deputies from the Chamber of Deputies in February 
1952 in protest against the manner in which they 
alleged Nuri al Said was attempting to railroad the 
Oil Agreements through Parliament. Took a leading 

in the agitation which led to the riots in 1952. 
ie. was interned for six weeks. In June 1954 was 
defeated in elections at Samarra but is convinced 
that it was as a result of fraud by the Government. 
He was banished to Halabja for his part in the dis- 
turbances of November 1956 (Suez crisis) and 
allowed to return to Baghdad in July 1957. Elected 
President of the Bar Association, August 1957, he 
resumed full political activity in sympathy with the 
revolutionary ideas of the Egyptian and Syrian 
Governments. Ap inted Am dor to the 
United Arab Republic in July 1958. 
Faiq is intelligent and a persuasive talker. He is 
to be friendly to individual British people 
before the revolution ched the standard 
nationalist neutralist line with great vigour. 


t 


Has recently become concerned about increased 
Communist influence in Iraq and the estrangement 
between the U.A.R. and Iraq. 


72. Faisal Farouq Damluji 

Born Mosul 1920. Sunni, A pegney of Dr. 
Abdullah Damluji (g.v.). Joined the Iraqi Foreign 
Service in 1943, yaa weg a =~ the 
Foreign Ministry. Resigned . Elect puty 
for Shaikhan, Mosul, in September 1954. A member 
of the Iraqi delegation to the Bandung Conference 
in 1955, to the Helsinki and London Conferences of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in 1956 and 1957, and 
to the United Nations in 1956. He has gone to 
ground since the revolution, 

A shrewd and able man, he put his knowledge of 
foreign affairs to better use in the Chamber of 
Deputies than most. Although one of our critics, he 
is very friendly to British and Americans, and 
supported Iraq’s connexion with the West. Both he 
and his Lebanese wife speak good English. 


73. Fakhri Jamil al Fakhri, C.B.E. 

Born in Mosul in 1910. Shia. Joined Govern- 
ment service in 1933 after studying abroad at 
Birmingham University. Chief Engineer to the 
Baghdad Municipality and subsequently served with 
the Development Board, where he was Director- 
General of the 2nd Technical Section in charge of 
public works, Appointed Minister of Communica- 
tions and Works by Arshad al Umari in April 1954 
and in June 1954 became Lord Mayor of Baghdad. 

Awarded a C.B.E. in 1955 for services in 
connexion with the British Trade Fair held in 
Baghdad in 1954, For a time in 1957, it looked as 
though he might fall a victim to the Purge Com- 
mittee on a charge of ion, but he survived. 
Arrested after the revolution and awaiting trial at 
time of writing. 

Is not a politician and did his job as Lord Mayor 
energetically. He claims that by doing so he has 
made for himself a number of enemies. His general - 
attitude to ourselves has always been friendly. His 
English is good. 

His wife speaks some English. 


74. Fakhri Shehab 

Born about 1924. Educated at Oxford and has a 
Degree in Economics. Formerly an official in the 
Ministry of Finance, he held for a short time in 
1957-58 the post of Director-General of Economic 
Affairs on the staff of the Council of Ministers. 
This post was abolished in March 1958. After the 
revolution Fakhri was employed as a censor and did 
his best to be helpful to foreign dents. He 
returned to the Mini of Finance, but has now 
oe up a fellowship at St. Antony’s @ollege, 


Fakhri Shehab is highly intelligent and able. He 
holds moderate nationalist views but is friendly to 
the West and has an English wife. He hoped for 
changes in Iraq but the violence of the revolution 
upset and frightened him. 


75. Fakhri Tabaqchali 

Sunni. Born about 1900, 

Began his official career as a judge. Mutasarrif of 
Amara, 1945, and Basra, 1948. oe ogpeee to the 
Court of Cassation in December 1949 and made 
President of the Tribal Court of Cassation in 1950. 
Lord Mayor of Baghdad, April 1953. Minister of 
Justice under Arshad al Umari, April 1954, and 
Acting Minister of the Interior (June 1954). 

He was a protégé of the late Hamdi al Pachachi. 

Pompous, a showman and said to be corrupt, he 
was unpopular with his subordinates. He speaks 
fair English. 
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76. Fuad al Rikabi 

Born about 1930. Appointed Minister of 
Development on July 14, 1958, but when Arif and 
Jabr Umar were dismissed on September 30, 1958, 
was appointed Minister without Portfolio. He had 
been an official in the Development Board from 
1950-54 but was dismissed for incompetence. In 
1950, was arrested for Left-wing activities but 
released. He joined the Ba’ath in March 1953 and 
was an active member of the party until the time 
of the revolution, when he was its leader. He was 
arrested during the Suez crisis and spent three weeks 
in gaol. 

Indications are that the post of Minister of 
Development was altogether too much for Rikabi. 
Development plans, which would in any case have 
been dislocated by the revolution, were seriously 
upset by Rikabi’s inability to take decisions or 
understand what he was doing. 

He was personally amiable but had clearly attained 
Office too soon. His fortunes in the future will 
be tied up with those of the Ba’ath Party but at 
present his star is low. 

Outspokenly critical of the present apparent drift 
towards Communism in Iraq. He considers that a 
much closer tie-up with the U.A.R. is the only way 
to arrest this drift. 


77. Fuad Said Arif (Brigadier, Retired) 

Born Sulimanyah 1912. A.D.C. to King Ghazi, 
1936-38. Before the revolution was Commandant 
of the Reserve College. Appointed Mutasarrif of 
Kerbela after the revolution. 


78. Gharbi al Haj Ahmad 

A Mosul lawyer. In 1953 elected a member of the 
Higher Committee of the Istiqlal Party. In 1955 
defended Qassim Mufti, one of the defendants in 
an anti-Nuri plot. In August 1957 one of the 
- signatories of a telegram of protest to the Prime 
Minister. In September 1957 appealed against a 
sentence of a year under surveillance passed by 
Kirkuk Military Court. 

Appointed Director-General of Guidance after the 
revolution. He does not appear to be either 
intelligent or co-operative. The Director — of 
Broadcasting, Salim Fakhri, appears to have much 
more authority. Gharbi probably owes his post 
entirely to the support of Siddiq Shanshal. 


79. Ghazi Muhammad Fadhil al Daghestani, C.V.O. 


Ma 

Sunni born in Baghdad 1910. Son of Muhammad 
Pasha Daghestani, a Turkish General, and brother of 

the wives of Hikmat Sulaiman and Najib al Rawi. 
Attended the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, 
and the Staff Colleges at Quetta and Baghdad. 
iginally an engineer, he later transferred to the 
illery. He quarrelled violently with the Regent 
over the despatch of Iraqi troops to Palestine in 1948 
but his family influence and his strength of character 
enabled him to retain his position in the army and 
in society. Appointed Military Attaché in London in 
April 1952 and served as A.D.C. to the Duke of 
Gloucester at the accession of King Faisal II in May 
1953. Later appointed Director of ilitary 
tions and Acting Deputy Chief of General Staff 
( tions), and as such played an active part in 
the negotiations leading to the Anglo-Iraqi Agreement 
of April 1955. Promoted Major-General November 
1955. Appointed Commander of the 3rd Division, 

autumn 1957. 

Ig Mee after the By aloe and_ tried 
itary Court on a charge lotting against 
Syria. He conducted himself throughout his trial 
with courage and dignity and this appears to have 
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had quite an effect on the country, particularly among 
thinking Iraqis. 

He was nevertheless sentenced to death but at the 
time of writing there is still hope that the sentence 
will be commuted. 

Ghazi Daghestani is the Turk first and foremost; 
he has no Arab blood in his veins and in foreign 
company is liable to refer to his compatriots as 
“these Arabs.” He plans to send his son and 
daughter to Eton and Heathfield respectively and 
his appearance and manner are in keeping. He is 
pro-British and both he and his wealthy wife speak 
excellent English and French in addition to Turkish 
and Arabic. An intelligent, high-principled aristocrat 
and an able officer, he had ambitions to take a 
prominent part in politics, and if his sentence is 
commuted it is far from impossible that he might 
play an important part in the future. 


80. Hafidh al Qadhi 

Sunni. Born about 1900. A leading merchant 
who has built up a prosperous business from the 
humblest beginnings. Started life as a car-washer 
and chauffeur, established his firm in 1919 and is 
now reputed to be worth over £100,000. In 1956 he 
was presented with an income tax assessment for 
£90,000 which he succeeded in settling for £15,000. 

An uncouth individual of bounding  vitali 
shrewd and ruthless in business matters, though 
can be kind-hearted outside. He now leaves a good 
deal of the detail to his American lady secretary, 
with whom he lives openly. 

A leading member of the Baghdad Chamber of 
Commerce, he is agent for H.M.V., but otherwise 
seems to prefer American products. 

Still about in social life after the revolution. 


ty, 
he 


81. Hashim Jawad 

Sunni, born Baghdad 1911, the son of a small 
Official. He was educated at the American Univer- 
sity, Beirut, and at London University, from which 
he graduated in Economics in 1936. 

He was appointed Assistant to the 
Council of Ministers in 1936, joined the Iraqi Foreign 
Service in 1938 and was sent as Iraqi representative 
to the International Labour Organisation at Geneva. 
He returned to Iraq in 1941 and in 1942 became the 
first Acting Director-General of Labour in the 
Ministry of Social Affairs. He also acted as Secre- 
tary to a committee for the organisation of post-war 
affairs in Iraq. In his capacity of Director-General 
of Labour, he took part in the settlement of the Iraq 
Petroleum Company strike at Kirkuk in 1946. Later 
in the same year he was removed from his post by 
Arshad al Umari who regarded him as a fellow- 
traveller. From 1947 to 1956 he was employed in 
the International Labour Organisation. In 1956 was 
appointed Iraq’s Permanent Delegate to the United 
Nations. Dismissed from his post of Iraqi Delegate 
to the United Nations for disobeying instructions 
from the Nuri Government in January 1958 on the 
question of Cyprus where he supported the Greek 
instead of the Turkish point of view. Reappointed 
Permanent Delegate after the revolution, July 1958. 

A quiet and studious man with a clear head and a 
genuine interest in labour questions, he found the 
conditions in the Ministry of Social Affairs 
extremely frustrating. He is married to a Swiss and 
speaks excellent English. 


82. Hassan al Talabani (Shaikh) 

Kurd, born about 1911 of a well-known family of 
Kirkuk. His ancestors were heads of a Sufi brother- 
hood. He graduated from the Baghdad Law College 
in 1934 and joined the Ministry of Interior in 1935. 
He served as Qaimmaqam in various Kurdish dis- 
tricts and at Mandali. Appointed Mutasarrif of 
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Sulaimaniya early in 1947, transferred to Erbil later 
in the year, to Hilla in 1948, to Diyala early in 
1950 and Dulaim in October 1950. A.H.Q., R.AF., 
Habbaniya, found him very helpful. Re-transferred 
to Diyala, August 1952. Made Mutasarrif of Kut 
1953 and Director-General of Guidance and Broad- 
casting June 1954 by Arshad al Umari. In 1955 
appointed Inspector-General, Ministry of Finance. 
Director-General of Mortgage Bank 1956 and 
member of Civil Service Commission, 1957. 

He is intelligent, honest and capable. He is not a 
strong character, but as an administrator he makes 
up In some measure for his lack of strength by 
persistence and a good sense of diplomacy. Personally 
he is good company and enjoys the companionship of 
English people. He speaks Kurdish and Arabic, 
some Turkish and good English. He is unmarried. 


83. Hikmat Sulaiman 

Sunni, born 1886. A member of the Committee of 
Union and Progress, he was Director of Education 
and Assistant Governor of Baghdad under the Turks, 
and was in Constantinople when the British forces 
occupied Baghdad in 1917. 

Returning to Iraq in 1921 he became Director- 
General of Posts and Telegraphs in 1923 and was 
Minister of Interior under Abdul Muhsin Sa’dun 
(1925-26) and again under Rashid Ali Gailani in 
1933. He visited Turkey in 1935 and was much 
impressed with modern Turkish methods. 

In 1936 he joined Bekr Sidqi in the coup d'état 
which overthrew Yasin al Hashimi’s Government 
and became Prime Minister. He resigned in 1937 
after the murder of Bekr Sidqi. As Prime Minister 
he disappointed expectations. 

Although apparently reconciled with Nuri al Said 
in 1938, he was arrested and tried by court martial for 
treason under the latter’s premiership in 1939. The 
death sentence passed on him was commuted to five 
years’ imprisonment, and he was interned in 
Sulaimaniya. Released by Rashid Ali in April 1941, 
he was in Persia during Rashid Ali’s rebellion. 

When he returned to Iraq he devoted himself to 
farming and prospered. Unpopular with the Regent 
and Nuri al Said, he took little part in politics until 
1947, when he was involved in the intrigues which 
culminated in the fall of Saleh Jabr and the rejection 
of the Portmouth Treaty in January 1948. Since 
then he has often been reported to be making contact 
with discontented army officers and people of the 
Left, and was generally regarded as the “ dark horse ” 
of Iraqi politics; but this impression was probably 
coloured by his history and was an exaggeration. 
He had a heart attack in 1949. He was appointed 
a member of the Regency Council in April 1952 and 
in 1953 and 1954. Was the only member of the 
Regency Council in 1954 who opposed taking firm 
measures to deal with possible demonstrations 
against Iraqi acceptance of United States military 
aid, and, after this, used all his influence to further 
the candidature of Kamil al Chadirchi in the elec- 
tions of June 1954. This attitude, which implied 
support for the Communists: with whom Chadirchi 
was allied, was not dictated by any liking for Com- 
munism but partly from a sense of grievance at his 
own lack of political success (he undoubtedly thinks 
he might have been President of Iraq if the British 
had not imposed the Hashemite monarchy) and 
partly from a failure to understand the full impact 
of Communism. He is a friend of Chadirchi’s family 
and lives in the past—as well he might since he is 
the youngest and last surviving son of a great family 
~-his eldest brother having been born in 1834! He 
shows considerable friendship to Her Majesty’s 
Embassy despite his inability to converse in any 
language but Turkish and Arabic. He and his circle 
of middle-class intellectual friends were all strongly 


opposed to the Nuri régime. Hikmat himself said 
before the revolution that he was particularly con- 
cerned at the way feeling in the country was turning 
against the Royal Family and even the King him- 
self. He was bitterly critical of Baghdad Radio 
anti-Egyptian broadcasts. He has lain low since 
the revolution and is reputed to be uneasy because 
of the trial of Ghazi Daghestani. 

His wife, a Daghestani, is a sister of the wife of 
Najib al Rawi. She also is friendly but speaks 
Turkish only. 


84. Hudaib al Haj Hamad 

Born about 1918. He is a member of Kamil 
Chaderchi’s National Democratic Party. Appointed 
Minister of Agriculture after the revolution and 
Acting Minister of Education in October 1958. He 
appears intelligent but with a strong Left-wing bias. 
Appears to have some influence in the Government. 
Personally cordial. 


85. Husamuddin Jumaa 

Born 1899. Sunni. Officer in the Turkish Army 
during the first World War. After the war entered 
the Police Department in Baghdad and was appointed 
Commandant of Police in 1932. Mutasarrif of 
Kirkuk in 1937, and later of Diwaniya. From 1939 
to June 1941 he was Director-General of Police. 
Although he was much criticised for his behaviour 
during the Rashid Ali rebellion in ig te he was 
not punished and was appointed Mutasarrif of 
Mosul at the end of 1941. Between 1942 and 
December 1944 he held various appointments, in- 
cluding those of Director-General of Supplies and 
of Revenues. From December 1944 to 1946 he was 
Mayor of Baghdad, and was then transferred as 
Mutasarrif to Basra but resigned. Elected Deputy 
for Diyala in 1948. Appointed Minister of Defence 
in the Cabinet formed by Mustafa al Umari in July 
1952. Just before the riots in November he became 
Acting Minister of the Interior. He resigned with 
Mustafa al Umari when the riots began. Elected 
Deputy for Diyala in January 1953. Minister of the 
Interior under Jamil Madfai in January 1953. 
Elected Deputy for Baghdad, September 1954. A 
wealthy man, he is a close friend of Mustafa al 


Umari. In ap he is impressive but in 

ormance istinguished, and he finds difficulty 
in co-operating with his colleagues. He speaks no 
English. 


His wife does not appear in public. 


86. Hussain Jamil 

Sunni of Baghdad, born about 1906. A member of 
the Jamil family which has marriage connexions with 
the Suweidis. His father was a judge. Educated at 
Baghdad and graduated from the Law College in 
1930. 

From 1933 to 1946 he served as a judge in a 
number of provinces including Diyala, Diwaniya, 
Hilla and Baghdad. 

He resigned from the Public Service in 1946 in 
order to become a founder member of the National 
Democratic Party; he went into private practice as a 
lawyer and acted as defence counsel in a number of 
cases concerned with political offences. 


president of the Bar 
Association, Ai 1953 to August 1957, and 
Secretary-Gen of the National Democratic 


in November 1953. Elected Deputy for Baghdad, 
unopposed, in June 1954. Not re-elected in 
September 1954. Appointed Ambassador to India 
after the revolution of July 1958. 
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Hussain is a convinced Democrat and a sincere 
reformer who is generally respected though in recent 
years he has been accused of playing politics for 
material ends. Before the revolution, he expounded 
the policy of the Opposition with moderation, was 
less intransigent than most of the Opposition leaders 
and was not always in agreement with the leader of 
his party. In the autumn of 1953 he quite 
gratuitously telegraphed an offer to defend Dr. 
Musaddiq in the Persian courts and he persists in 
regarding him as a great democrat and patriot. He 
dislikes Americans. He speaks some English and 
his wife, who appears in mixed society, is fairly 
fluent. He claims not to be anti-British, and is 
personally friendly. 


87. Ibrahim Kubba (Dr.) 

Chia. Born about 1908. He is a nephew and 
son-in-law of Mohammad Mahdi Kubba. A Doctor 
of Political Economy, he is a graduate of Baghdad 
and Oxford Universities and of the Sorbonne. A 
teacher in the College of Commerce and Economics 
from which he was dismissed in 1954 for Left-wing 
leanings. He was a member of the Partisans of Peace 
but probably not of the Communist Party. He was 
in general sympathy with the aims of the National 
Democratic Party but not a member. 

Appointed Minister of Economics after July 14, 
1958. Dr. Kubba is pleasant enough to mcet but 
his public pronouncements come very near the 
Communist line and some are violently anti-West. 
He has appointed Left-wing officials to his depart- 
ment. Although it is questionable whether he is a 
particularly competent Minister of Economics, he is 
an important figure both because he is probably the 
member of the Qasim Government furthest to the 
Left and because he is responsible for oil affairs. 
He has so far been shown to be a fairly competent 
Negotiator in dealing with the I.P.C., but he is 
ignorant of the subject and inclined to be theoretical. 

He speaks good English and French. 


88. Ihsan Rifat 

Born Baghdad, 1918. Sunni. A graduate of the 
American University at Beirut and Californian 
Universities at Los Angeles and Berkley. He holds a 
B.Sc. in Petroleum Engineering. Joined Government 
service in 1939, (Served as Engineer in the Ministry 
of Economics, where he became Director of Mineral 
Resources in 1951. Studied at the Royal School of 
Mines in London, 1947-48. Member of the Govern- 
ment Oil Refineries Administration Board since 
1952. Appointed Director-General of Oil Affairs in 
1955. Visited the United Kingdom as a guest of 
Her Majesty’s Government in June 1957. He lost 
his job after the revolution but was not put under 
arrest. 

Ihsan Rif’at combines ability and charm with a 
dry sense of humour which refuses to be discouraged 
by his country’s shortcomings, which he readily 
admits. He is more interested in the practical needs 
of Iraq than in theoretical aspirations after Arab 
Unity. A personal friend of Nadim al Pachachi he 
advised him well on Oil Affairs. He and his wife, 
who qualified as a doctor in the United Kingdom, 
were active in entertaining and were members of 
Baghdad’s smart set. Both speak good English. 


89. Ihsan al Umari (Major-General, Retired) 

Was Director of Ordnance at the Ministry of 
Defence before the revolution. Appointed Mutasarrif 
of Kut after the revolution. Shy, guarded and quiet 
and probably ineffective as an officer. Iraqi o 
spoke kindly of him but without great respect. 


90. Ismail Safwat 
Sunni of Mosul, born 1894. In Turkish times he 
graduated from the Teachers’ Training School, and 
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was a teacher in 1914. He was conscripted and 
served as a warrant officer in Eastern Anatolia during 
the first world war. In 1919 he joined the Arab 
army at Deir el Zor and took part in Jamil Madfai’s 
advance on Tel ’Afar in 1920. ‘After the collapse of 
Faisal’s régime in Syria he went to Turkey. 

He came to Iraq in 1922 and joined the Iraqi army. 
He was on Bekr Sidgi’s staff at the time of the latter’s 
coup d’état in 1936. From 1940 to 1943 he headed 
the Iraqi Military Mission to the Yemen. After his 
return to Iraq he held several brigade commands. 
Director of Military Operations, Ministry of Defence, 
1944. Promoted major-general, 1946. 

In October 1947 he presided over the Arab League 
Military Committee which sat at Aley, Lebanon. 
Appointed Deputy C.G.S. early in 1948, he was made 
Commander of the Irregular Arab Army of Libera- 
tion on the outbreak of hostilities in Palestine in 
May 1948. He returned to Iraq and was appointed 
G.O.C., Second Division, Kirkuk, in 1949. In the 
autumn of 1950 he became Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff on the revival of that appointment. In 
June 1952 was appointed director-general of the 
Iraq State Railways. In the spring of 1953 he 
quarrelled with Abdul Wahab Murjan and went on 
leave but returned shortly after. Left the railways 
in June 1955 and was returned unopposed as Deputy 
for Mosul. Appointed Iraqi member of Arab League 
Commission to visit the Yemen in connexion with 
Yemeni protests against British interference from the 
Aden Protectorate, 1957. He allowed himself to be 
taken in by Yemeni and Egyptian propaganda. 

He is a taciturn man with no sense of humour, but 
he has a reputation for efficiency and for being a 
good disciplinarian. He is a close friend and sup- 
porter of Jamil Madfai and Ali Jawdat who are also 
both from Mosul. 

His wife does not appear in public. 


91. Malla 

Born about 1910. Sunni Kurd from Erbil, son of 

the well-known divine Mulla effendi. Educated in 

Iraq. Was reputed a gay young man. Entered 
litics in the middle ’40s as a member of Nuri al 

id’s Constitutional Union Party. Deputy for Erbil 
1948. Second Vice-President of Chamber of 
Deputies, December 1949. First Vice-President 1953. 
Re-elected for Erbil and as First Vice-President of 
the Chamber, September 1954. He has been an 
assiduous member of the Iraqi Inter-Parliamentary 
Group and has represented Iraq on the Executive 
Committee of the I.P.U. 

Minister without Portfolio in the Murjan 
Government December 1957. He was imprisoned 
for a short while after the revolution and then 
released. 

An amiable lightweight, who speaks good English. 


His wife is a striking looking young woman. 


92. Jabr Umar (Dr.) 

Appointed Minister of Education on July 14, 1958. 
Dismissed at the same time as Colonel Arif on 
September 30, 1958. Formerly a Director-General 
in Ministry of Education, Jabr Umar studied in 
Germany and has a German wife. He was the 
Voice of the Arabs announcer in Berlin during 
the war and consulted upon Iraqi affairs by the 
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs. While at the 
Teachers College in Baghdad he led the Students 
Union in a strike in October 1956, and fled to Syria 
when threatened with arrest. He became leader of 
anti-Government Iraqi exiles in Syria, attended the 

tory committee meetings of 
Solidarity Conference in Cairo in Decem 
He lectured at the Teachers College of the University 
of Syria and broadcast under U.A.R. aegis on “ The 
Voice of Free Iraq.” 
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After the revolution Jabr Umar became identified 
with the Ba’athist group in the Cabinet, which is 
presumably the reason why he was dismissed. An 
obvious attempt was made to blacken him by 
dragging him into the trials of members of the former 
régime, as a witness. He was violently attacked for 
having been a member of a committee in 1951, the 
object of which was to negotiate the union of Jordan 
and Iraq after the murder of King Abdullah. At the 
time of writing (mid-December 1958) Dr. Umar is 
under suspicion for complicity in the latest plot 
against the régime and has been arrested. 

During his short tenure of office, Dr. Umar 
appeared to be intelligent and able. He was friendly 
in his dealings with the British Council. When he 
appeared before the Court he was lucid and 
courageous. Although temporarily in eclipse, his 
ability and nationalist background may well give him 
a political future if the political wheel should turn 
again. 


93. Jalal al Awgqati (Colonel) 

Retired from the Iraqi Air Force several years 
ago and brought back from retirement to be 
appointed Commander of the Air Force after the 
revolution. It has been rumoured that he has 
Communist sympathies. His manner towards us is 
correct but not friendly. 

He appears to be intelligent but not a forceful 
personality. 


94. Jalal Baban 

Kurd of the Baban family, born 1892. At first 
an extreme nationalist, he was deported in 1920, but 
released in 1921. Appointed Qaimmagam in 1923 
and later promoted to be Mutasarrif, he served in 
the Administration until 1932. 

Minister of Economics and Communications under 
Naji Shaukat in 1932, of Defence under Rashid Ali 
in 1933, and of Education under Jamil Madfai in 
1934. Director-General of Finance 1934-35 and 
1936-37. 

Minister of Communications and Works under 
Nuri al Said 1939-40 and under Jamil Madfai in 
1941. Minister of Finance under Nuri al Said in 
1943. Senator 1937-43. 

Again appointed Minister of Communications and 
Works under Mohammed al Sadr in January 1948, 
he managed to retain his portfolio in the succeeding 
Governments of Muzahim al Pachachi and Nuri al 
Said until November 1949. Deputy for Diyala in 
the 1948 elections. Resigned his seat on his 
appointment as a Member of the Development Board, 
from which he was removed together with the other 
members, after the revolution of July 14, 1958. 

No man was better versed in the art of government 
as it used to be practised in Iraq. He was in his day 
an unusually competent and elusive Minister. He 
was undoubtedly corrupt and widely thought to be 
so. On the Development Board he was largely out 
of his depth and made little effective contribution. 
He speaks little English. His wife does not appear 
in society. 


95. Jalal Khalid suet 
Sunni. Born 1902. Joined Government service in 
1925 and became Qaimmagam in various parts of 
Iraq. Appointed Mutasarrif of Diwaniya 1939. As 
Mutasarrif of Baghdad in May 1941 at the time of 
Rashid Ali’s movement, he went out to meet the 
Commander of the British forces approaching 
Baghdad in order to surrender the city, but was 
wounded in the hand i fire. The 
attentions paid to him on that by Pasha made 
him a firm friend. He became Director-General of 
Awgaf in 1949 and Mutasarrif of Sulaimania in 1950, 
when he was responsible for the internment of Shaikh 
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Latif, son of Shaikh Mahmoud. He became 
Director-General of the Interior in 1953. He resigned 
later in the same year and was once more appointed 
Director-General of Awgaf, where he stayed until his 
appointment in 1954 as Director-General of Customs 
and Excise. Here he has concentrated his attention 
successfully on preventive measures against 
smuggling. In 1956 he visited the United Kingdom 
with a small perry of senior officials as guests of 
Her Majesty’s vernment, showing particular 
interest in British Customs procedures. Retained his 
Position after the revolution. ; 

Not a robust personality, he is shy but has a lively 
sense of humour, a strong sense of loyalty to his 
friends and a generous disposition. He has shown 
himself progressively more friendly during recent 
years. His English is only fair. 


96. Jamal Baban 

A Kurdish lawyer of the Baban family, born 1890. 
After serving for some time as a judge in Northern 
Iraq he became Deputy for Erbil in 1928. 

Minister of Justice under Nuri al Said 1930-32, 
under Jamil Madfai 1933-34, and under Ali Jawdat 
1934-35. In 1935 he joined the party organised by 
Jamil Madfai to oppose Yasin al Hashimi. 

Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri al Said 
1941-42 and of Justice under Saleh Jabr in 1947. 
Between his ministerial appointments he practised as 
a lawyer, and was often Deputy. Appointed Senator 
in July 1947 and again in 1955. 

Minister of Justice under Mustafa al Umari, July 
1952. His lenient treatment of the Communists 
during the autumn of 1952 gravely weakened the 
Government’s authority. 

Like his relative Jalal Baban, he was during 
the 1930s and 40s almost a professional Kurdish 
Minister. As Minister under Saleh Jabr he was 
criticised for venality and for influencing judges. He 
was Acting Prime Minister during Saleh Jabr’s 
absence in London for the signature of the 
Portsmouth Treaty, and his handling of the situation 
caused by the demonstration was inept; but in his 
defence it must be said that Saleh Jabr had kept, 
him in the dark over the course of the negotiations.’ 
He resigned with two other Ministers beforé Saleh 
Jabr himself ave up hope, and has not. been 
active since. He is critical of the measures taken 
against Iraqi Jews in 1950 and 1951. . He is 
champion of the cause of the emancipation of 
women. An attractive but weak man. His wife 
appears in society. 


97, Jamal Umar Nadhmi 

Kurd, born in 1912. Son of Umar Nadhmi. 
Studied at the American University of Beirut. 

After serving in the Northern Liwas and in Diyala 
he was appointed Mutasarrif of Basra in July 1949. 

Deputy for Rania, January 1953. Re-elected 
1954. Minister of Agriculture under Ali Jaudat 1957. 
Did not achieve anything as Minister of Agriculture 
and, after the fall of Ali Jaudat, he went into 
opposition. He made a number of speeches in 
Parliament criticising the Baghdad Pact and the 


- general policy of the Murjan and Nuri Governments. 


He was outspoken and consequently was’ not 
returned in the elections of May 1958.  Post- 
revolution is a member of the middle class political 
group which hopes to reintroduce parliamentary and 


democratic life into Iraq. : 
Energetic and by the local officials and 
fond of social life. has a good name for honesty. 


Intelligent ‘but ‘easily excited and violently anti- 
Jewish. 

He is personally friendly with British people and 
was exceedingly helpful during the Abadan crisis, 
when he gave every possible help and facility to our 
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evacuees. Under a bumbling exterior conceals 
unexpected ability. 

He is an avid reader of British and American 
newspapers and periodicals. He speaks English. 
His wife is a daughter of Rauf al Kubaisi and speaks 
little English. 


98. Jamil Abdul Wahhab 

Sunni of Baghdad. Born 1910 of a middle-class 
family. Educated at Baghdad Law College and 
practised for a short time. 

Joined Iraqi Government service in 1933, and was 
appointed Assistant Magistrate, Baghdad. He was 
later transferred to Baquba. 

Deputy for Diyala in 1939 and Baghdad in 1943 
and 1947. He lost his seat in 1948, but became 
Deputy for Mahmudiyah in 1950. A member of the 
Central Committee of Nuri al Said’s Constitutional 
Union Party from its foundation in 1949. 

Minister for Social Affairs under Nuri al Said 
1946, and under Saleh Jabr 1947. Appointed 
Minister of Justice in Nuri’s Cabinet in July 1951. 
Deputy for Baghdad, January 1953. Deputy for Kut, 
1954 and for Baghdad, September 1954. Deputed 
from Parliament as Ambassador to the Lebanon for 
a period of two years in June 1955. Resigned his 
seat in Parliament to retain his post. Appointed 
Minister of Justice in the Nuri Government of 
March 1958 and retained this post under the Baban 
Government of May 1958. Escaped from Iraq after 
July 14, 1958. 

His marriage in 1933 to a niece of Nuri al Said was 
the main reason for his political advancement. In 
spite of this connexion, his attitude during the Rashid 
Ali rebellion was ambiguous. He was a personal 
friend of the Crown Prince, and in April 1949 was 
selected as Iraqi Minister at Cairo. The i 
Government, however, refused the agrément. He is 
reported to have engaged in doubtful land trans- 
actions in Hilla liwa and he is said to be dissolute, 
ambitious and untrustworthy, but nevertheless makes 
a superficially pleasant impression. He speaks a little 
English. His wife does not appear in society. 


99. Jamil al Urfali 

Born about 1907, of a long-established Baghdad 
family. Sunni. Educated at Baghdad Law College. 
whence he graduated in 1930, and studied for a 
short time at the London School of Economics. On 
his return he edited a weekly legal journal. He 
joined the Iraqi Judicial Service 1933 and served as 
a Judge in Hilla, Diwaniya, Nasiriya and later as 
Chief Magistrate and President of the Execution 
Department, Baghdad. ' 

Deputy for Diyala 1947, 1953 and again in 1954. 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies 1949 
and 1953. Founder-member and member of the 
Central Committee of Nuri al Said’s Constitutional 
Union Party, December 1949. Minister without 
Portfolio in charge of Augaf Affairs under Taufiq 
Suwaidi, 1950. Minister of Justice in Dr. Jamali’s 
first Government, September 1953, and Minister of 
Education in his second, March 1954. Minister of 
Agriculture in the Murjan Government of December 
1957 and the Baban Government of May 1958, 

An amiable bumbler, he did not appear to. have 
any ability and seemed to owe his appointments 
solely to his friendship with Baban. He has been 
aptly described as “an obedient ox.” He speaks 
very little English. His wife does not appear in 
society. 


100. Jussam Muhammad Shahir ( 
Sunni Muslim, born about 1915. 


ively 
appointed to the Command of the Tactical Air 
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Forces in November 1954, since when he has done 
much to improve the R.LA.F. In this capacity he 
took an active part in negotiations for the Anglo- 
Iraqi Agreement of April 1955. C 

Appointed Director of Iraqi Airways after the 
revolution of July 14, 1958, in which appointment he 
seems to be largely at sea. 

A lively and pleasant personality with excellent 
English. 

His wife, who was a close friend of the Queen 
Mother, does not appear in public. 


101. Kadhim Abadi (Brigadier) 

A Shia Muslim of the Bani Lam. Born about 
1910. 

Entirely at home in a Western atmosphere, he 
has well assimilated an R.A-F. background. He 
commanded his squadron efficiently and, in 
November 1954, was appointed to the command of 
the R.IL.A.F. In this capacity he took an active 
part in negotiations for the Anglo-Iraqi Agreement 
of April 1955. He was promoted brigadier in May 
1955, despite the fact that he was not staff trained. 

He was definitely most anxious to retain the British 
influence and system in the Iraqi Air Force. 
Although pleasant and co-operative, he tended to be 
ineffective in action and over-burdened with self- 
importance, Retired on July 14, 1958, but not 
imprisoned. 

He speaks good English. His wife does not often 
appear in society. 


102. Kamil al Chadirchi 

Sunni of Baghdad, born 1901. Hialf-brother of 
Rauf al Chadirchi. His father was exiled in 1920 
and he accompanied him to Istanbul where he 
studied medicine for a year. 

On returning to Iraq he studied law and graduated 
from the Baghdad Law College in about 1925, when 
he was appointed to a minor position in the Ministry 
of Finance. Became Private Secretary to Yasin al 
Hashimi in 1929, and left official employment soon 
after to edit Al Ikha al Watani, the organ of Yasin 
Pasha’s party of that name. In the early 30s he was 
associated with the Ahali group with Mohammed 
Hadid, Abdul Fettah Ihrahim and Abdul Qadir 
Ismail and started the newspaper Saut al Ahali, 
which continued with some interruption and changes 
of name until 1954. He was convicted under the 
Press law in 1934 and arrested in the same year for 
publishing pamphlets against King Ghazi but 
teleased for lack of evidence. 

The Ahali group was privy to the Bekr Sidqi 
coup d'état against Yasin al Hashimi in 1936 and 
Kamil became Minister of Economics and Commerce 
in the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman. He 
resigned in June 1937 because of the increasing 
influence of the Army. He later formed the Demo- 
cratic Party with Mohammed Hadid, Majid Mustafa 
and Hikmat Sulaiman which had little success. He 
refused to enter Nuri al Said’s Cabinet in 1943. In 
1946 he formed the National Democratic Party, 
which voluntarily suspended activity in 1948, but 
resumed in 1950. Both in 1946 and 1947 he was 


. prosecuted on Press Law charges. He was known 


to be in contact with the Soviet Legation in 1951-52. 
He took a leading part in the agitation which led 
to the 1952 riots. He was interned for six weeks. 
Elected Deputy for Baghdad June 1954 with the help 
of Hikmat Sulaiman and other friends of his family. 
He headed the “National Front,” composed of the 
National Democratic Party, the Istiqlal Party and 
Peace Partisans with various fellow travellers. 
Despite the fact that they only secured some ten seats 
in the Chamber, the National Front achieved a 
resounding propaganda success, conducting their 
election campaign with a thoroughness and efficiency 
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which was a new feature in Iraqi politics. Arrested 
in November 1956 for being a signatory of a telegram 
the contents of which he knew to be untrue, with the 
object of provoking disorder. He was sentenced to 
three years’ imprisonment by Military Court. His 
imprisonment was used by the Left-wing politicians 
to embarrass the Government of Ali Jaudat in the 
late summer of 1957. 

Kamil is a muddle-headed idealist who holds pro- 
gressive social democratic views with complete 
sincerity, but he is incapable of translating these 
views into a consistent policy suitable to Iraqi con- 
ditions. The poor success of the National Demo- 
cratic Party during the period was largely due to his 
lack of leadership and organising ability. 

Was released from a few weeks before the 
revolution. Since the revolution, he has been a focal 
point for the liberal middle-class supporters of the 
new Government, although he has not himself taken 
Office. He is respected and liked by these aad 
who take serious account of his views. He has bee! 
personally friendly and cordial to this flan’. 
although denouncing in no uncertain terms British 
policy in the Middle East. He is still apprehensive 
of the influence of the military in Iraqi political life 
and hopes that it will be possible to establish 
democracy. He is friendly towards Egypt and 
President Nasser, but does not consider that Iraq 
should merge with the U.A.R., although he would 
accept a federal arrangement with common foreign 
policies. In international affairs, he claims to be 
neutral as between East and West and not to wish 
Iraq to be dominated by any imperialism, Western or 
Communist. However, his naive attitude towards the 
Communists suggests that he may allow himself to 


be used by them. 

His newspaper, now called Al Aahali, started 
publication on November 30, 1958. 

He admires the British Labour Party and reads 
The New Statesman. A likeable little old man. 
He speaks very little English. 

103. Khaddouri Khaddouri 
Christian. Born about 1918. A lawyer by 


training but also a business man by occupation. He 
was associated with Mohammed Hadid in certain 
commercial enterprises. A member of the National 
Democratic Party, he is a close friend and associate 
of Kamil Chaderchi and seems to be acting as his 
personal private secretary and manager. Khaddouri 
is Westernised, friendly and talkative. He is a 
typical liberal, middle-class nationalist and before the 
revolution was very keen to put the nationalist point 
of view across to the West. This he does quite well 
although he is a little verbose and woolly. heart 
is in the right place and he nego that Iraq, while 
remaining neutral, will have a Western orientation. 
It is doubtful whether he is very grees but may 
have a political future in view of his consistent 
nationalism, if the N.D.P. continues to exert influence 
in the Iraq Government. Assists Kamil Chaderchi 
in running the N.D.P. daily Al Ahali. 
Speaks excellent English. 


104. Khalil Ibrahim 

Born 1915. Sunni of Baghdad. Joined govern- 
ment service 1927 in the Directorate General of Civil 
Defence and later entered the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Served at the Iraqi Embassy in Cairo. 
There noticed by Nuri al Said who used him for 
many years as his Personal and Confidential Secre- 
tary. Appointed Acting Director-General of Guid- 
ance and Broadcasting, May 1954, which appoint- 
ment was confirmed December 1956. Left this post 
at the end of 1957 and returned to Foreign Ministry. 
Arrested after the revolution of July 1958. 

Khalil Ibrahim is a tough, hard-working and not 
very brilliant Civil Servant: He was devoted to Nuri 
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Pasha and resented any Western influence which 
tended to harm Nuri’s reputation with the Arabs. He 
is aosolutely loyal to Iraq, but his unimaginative and 
negative approach and his irregular promotion 
brought him many enemies, particularly among the 
more talkative and liberal-minded Iraqi politicians 
and intellectuals. 
He is a proud and touchy person, slightly anti- 
British but not unco-operative. Perfectly sure of 
lf in all societies, he was nevertheless often 
overworked and tired. He speaks good English; he 
has a charming wife who speaks fair English and 
who is headmistress of a girls’ school in Baghdad. 


105. Khalil Jamil (Major-General) 

Born about 1905. Sunni Muslim from Mosul. An 
engineer officer who was trained at R.M.A., Wool- 
wich, in 1935, and at Chatham. Was chief engineer 
for several years and was promoted major-general 
in December 1954. He played a major and success- 
ful role in the flood control operations of April-May 
1954 in the Baghdad area. D.C.G.S. autumn 1957. 
Retired after the revolution. 

Pro-British, energetic and essentially cheerful. 
Anxious to keep abreast of British doc- 
trine, though not well equipped to train sappers for 
their role in the field. Nevertheless he put on a 
good show when called upon to do so. Outside 
interests tended to detract from his value as chief 
engineer. Was popular with the Germans whose 
machinery he bought as it is cheaper than British. 
His wife does not appear in public. 

He speaks good English. 


106. Khalil Kanna 

Sunni, born in Felluja about 1905. His family is 
of Turkoman origin. Educated at the American 
University of Beirut, and the Baghdad Law College, 
he entered Government service in 1933 and worked 
mainly in the Ministry of Communications and 


“Works until 1941, when he supported Rashid Ali 


Gallani’s coup d'état and was consequently interned. 

In 1946 he was a founder-member of the Istiqlal 
Party, but he resigned from the Party with a flourish 
in 1947 and married a daughter of Ali Ridha al 
Askari, thus becoming a relative of Nuri al Said. 
Elected Deputy for Dulaim in 1947, he was not 
returned in the 1948 elections. Re-elected in a by- 
election in 1950 and again in 1954. 

In January 1949 he started the newspaper Al Ahd, 
which was Nuri al Said’s mouthpiece. In December 
1949 he became a founder-member of Nuri’s 
Constitutional Union Party and was elected to its 
Central Committee. 

Appointed Minister without Portfolio in Taufiq 
Suwaidi’s Pome! in io Bee nery 1950 to supervise 
Press and ag ste 

Appointed Minister ry Education under Nuri al 
Said in September 1950.. His success in this post 
largely re-established his political reputation. 
Minister of Education under Jamil Madfai, January 
and May 1953 and again under Nuri al Said, August 
1954. Became Minister of Finance after December 
1955, retaining the portfolio of Education in an 
acing capacity. Left the Cabinet with Nuri, June 

Appointed President of the Majlis under the 
Murjan Government in December 1957. It very 
quick} ly pcgece ty peik that a viens! oe last 

and Kenna w st him, y hoping 
that he himself would be the next Prime. Minister 
By February 1958, he had about him Aaya aura of 
a heir apparent which did not make him loved nor 
further his aims. When Nuri became Prime 
Minister in papers 1958, Kenna remained President 
of the Majlis. 
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March 1958, Kenna was opposed to-Nuri and tried 
to build up an Opposition group. The reasons for 
his Opposition were logical enough but the Iraqis 
doubted his sincerity and thought he was motivated 
by personal pique because he had not been given a 
Ministerial post. In the event, his Opposition group 
in the May 1958 Parliament achieved nothing. 
Arrested after the revolution, and at the time of 
writing is awaiting trial. 

As Minister of Education and leader of Nuri al 
Said’s Constitutional Union Party in the Chamber of 
Deputies during the Government of Dr. Jamali, 
earned the latter’s undying hatred, added to which 
Po a fervant Sunni and deeply distrusted by the 

jas. 

He is a not very approachable personality but 
he has mellowed considerably and can on occasion 
be a pleasant and humorous conversationalist. He 
has a reputation for being very hard with his 
Officials and quarrelsome with his colleagues. 

Khalil Kanna was undoubtedly one of Iraq’s most 
competent administrators. He co-operated well 
with the Embassy and British Council in matters of 
common interest. He speaks good English. His 
wife speaks some English. 


107. Khalil Said Abdur Rahman (Brigadier) 

An infantry officer and a graduate of the Iraqi 
Staff College. Has done a senior officer’s course in 
the United Kingdom. Was Commander of the 
Third Brigade from 1957 until the revolution, when 
he was appointed Commander of the Third Division. 

Not well known to us but in 1952 he was described 
as “ascetic and a fanatical Moslem. Thin, rather 
forbidding but with considerable personality and 
efficiency. Might well be a success in the Army.” 


108. Mahmud Baban 
_ Born 1920. Sunni Kurd of Kifri. Formerly a 
judge, he was at one time a member of Nuri al Said’s 
Constitutional Union . Elected Deputy for 
Khanagin in 1951, and for Kifri since 1953. Visited 
Turkey with a parliamentary delegation in 1955, and 
is active in the Iraqi Inter- 
Parliamentary Union. 
‘Conference of the I.P.U. in 1957. Minister of Health 
in the Murjan Government, December 1957; Minister 
without Portfolio under Nuri, March 1958, and 
Ahmad Mukhtar Baban, May 1958. -He could still 
play a part in the future of if he has not been 
too compromised by his association with the “old 
régime.” He was not arrested after the revolution. 
He is serious, intelligent and ambitious, greatly 
interested in the development of parliamentary 
institutions in Iraq and a moderate nationalist. He 
runs his tribe near Kifri with a benevolent but 
absolute dictatorship and urges political democracy 
for Iraq. He is a great advocate of village improve- 
ment by the Ministry of Development. He speaks 
English well and his wife a little. 


109. Majid Mustafa 

Kurd of Sulaimaniya, born about 1895. An officer 
in the Turkish Army during the First World War, 
‘he remained pro-Turkish for some time and later 
"April Matt" Nanpe, 12h “ana 

: : ‘ 7: : 
1928-35; Mutasarrif, 1935-41; he was an able 
administrator. 

His attitude during Rashid Ali’s rebellion in 1941 
“was equivocal, and he forfeited the trust of both 
aapended. scale: ged — ee he was 

four years for ing complied with 
Rashid Ali’s orders. heviosea oft r 
"~ NéVeértheless in’ December 1943 the Regent 
‘reluctantly agreed to his appointment as Minister 
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without Portfolio to advise on Kurdish affairs in 
Nuri al Said’s Government. He achieved a peaceful 
settlement with Mulla Mustafa Barzani in January 
1944, but resigned with the whole Cabinet in June 
1944. 

Appointed Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri 
al Said in September 1950 and elected Deputy for 
Erbil in November 1950. Minister of Social Affairs 
under Mustafa al Umari in July 1952 and under 
Nuruddin Mahmud, November 1952. Resigned in 
December 1952. Deputy for Sulaimaniya, January 
1953. Re-elected June 1954 largely through 
Government intervention in the elections, but not in 
September 1954. Minister of Social Affairs under 
Jamil Madfai, January and May 1953. 

Although he is a Kurd first and an Iraqi after- 
wards, Majid proved an able Minister. In the 
summer of 1951 he was given a tour of social services 
in the United Kingdom by the British Council and 
returned an enthusiastic admirer of Britain and with 
a much improved knowledge of English. Subse- 
quently, however, the apathy of other members of 
the Cabinet to his ideas of social reform discouraged 
him, and, with the resignation of Jamil Madfai’s 
Government, returned to his large and successful 
business interests which include a marble quarry 
in Rowanduz. He has had trouble with his sons, 
one at least of whom is a professing Communist. 
His wife does not go out in society. 


Assyrians. h 
patriarchate in 1920 when a child. Educated in 
England at a seminary in Canterbury. 

After his return to he inspired the mutiny of 
the Assyrian Levies in 1932 and the exodus of the 
Assyrians to Syria in 1933 which precipitated the 
massacres in Mosul liwa of that year. He was 
deported in 1933 and given asylum in Cyprus. He 

t the next seven years in Europe, mostly in 
England and Geneva, trying to obtain assistance for 
his people. Granted British naturalisation in 1939 
and went to Cyprus, but in 1940 he went to America 
and has since been bie in Chicago, taking a full 
part in intrigues which split the Assyrians both inside 
and outside Iraq. 

Mar Shimun’s aim was to establish the whole 
Assyrian community in a compact enclave under his 
own spiritual and temporal authority. His political 
inexperience and overweening ambitions caused his 
people much needless suffering. 


111. Matti Aqrawi (Dr.) 7 

Born 1901 of a prominent Assyrian Orthodox 
Christian family. Joined Government service in 
1924 and has specialised in education. Dean of the 
Higher Teachers’ Training College, 1939. Director- 
General of Higher Education, 1945. From 1950 to 
1957 was Deputy Director in UNESCO of the 
Education Division responsible for school education 
and published in collaboration a work on schools 
which has been translated into Arabic. Appointed 
president of the new Baghdad University, 1957. His 
appointment was criticised on the grounds that he 
had been out of Iraq for some years and had no 
experience of a university other than as an under- 
graduate. His absence from Iraq, however, also 
meant that he was free from the intrigues and 
jealousies of the Ministry of Education and had 
acquired something of an international name, 
together with the reputation of a good administrator 
and educationalist. He is, therefore, popular.. How- 
ever he was dismissed from his post after July 14, 
1958, before he had had time to accomplish much. 
He speaks excellent’ English arid is’ well-disposed. 
He has ‘an attractive Lebanese wife. 
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112. Muhammad Ali al Chalabi 

Shia of Kadhimain, born about 1910. Brother 
of Abdul Hadi al Chalabi. In 1933, after studying 
at the American University of Beirut, he went to 
London to study economics. In 1938 was given a 
post in the Agricultural and Industrial Bank. In 
1941 he was transferred to the newly-opened Rafidain 
Bank in Baghdad, of which he was appointed 
director in 1945. Is reported to have amassed a 
large personal fortune from his banking activities. 
Dismissed after July 14, 1958. 

He speaks good English and is married to a 
Syrian who speaks good French. They were keen 
social climbers and showed a marked preference for 
the American community in Baghdad. 

An able but unscrupulous banker with his eye 
firmly fixed on his own interests; somewhat 
unattractive character. 


113. Muhammad Ali Mahmud 

Sunni of Baghdad, born 1895. Educated Baghdad 
Law School and employed in the Ministry of Justice, 
in which he rose to become Director-General. He 
also held post of Director-General Tapu and in 1935 
was a member of the Court of Cassation. 

Deputy for Diyala in the Parliament of 1935 and 
for Erbil in those of 1936 and 1937. Minister of 
Finance in Hikmat Sulaiman’s re-formed Cabinet of 
1937. 


He was Minister of Communications and Works 
in Rashid Ali’s unconstitutional Cabinet of April 
1941. On its collapse he fled to Persia but was 
handed over to the British in September 1941. He 
was interned in Rhodesia and sent back to Iraq in 
1944, where he was tried and sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment, but released in 1947. He was elected 
Deputy for Koy Sanjaq in November 1950. 

His daughter is married to Ziad, a son of Ja’far al 
Askari and probably because of this connexion he 
joined Nuri Pasha’s constitutional party in 1949. 
Elected to the Central Committee of the party in 
November 1950. Minister of Justice under Jamil 
Madfai, May 1953. Appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister in Dr. Jamali’s first Government, September 
1953, and Minister of Justice in his second, March 
1954. He was appointed a Senator in March -1954. 
Appointed Minister of Justice under Nuri in August 
1954 and served as Acting Prime Minister and Acting 
Minister of Defence in Nuri’s absence. Acting 
Minister of Development from May—December 1955 
when, resenting Nuri’s proposal to deprive him of 
the Ministry of Justice and make him substantive 
Minister of Development, he resigned. 

A pleasant old man with moderate ability and 
drive, but his friends say that the iron entered his 
soul as a result of his internment. He is a nationalist 
and was a stubborn defender in negotiations of what 
he believed to be Iraqi interests. Speaks Turkish 
and more English than he admits to. 


me Returned to Baghdad after the war. and re- 
joined the Iraqi Health Service as a Chief Medical 

r. Appointed Director of Amir Abdul Ilah 
Hospital for Chest Diseases at Tuwaitha in April 
1951. Elected Deputy for Amara in January 1953 
and again in June and September 1954. Became 
Minister of Health under Jamil al Madfai in 
January 1953. Remained Minister of Health on 


{[ 25 


re-formation of Jamil al Madfai’s Cabinet in May 
1953, and was again appointed Minister of Heath 
under Nuri al Said in August 1954, but was dropped 
in favour of Abdul Amir Allawi in December 1955. 
When in office, he brought back many doctors who 
supported Rashid Ali. Arrested after the revolution 
but it seems unlikely that he will be tried. He has 
appeared as a witness in the trials and conducted 
himself well. 

He is reported to be corrupt. He speaks quite 
good English. His wife speaks a little English. 


115. Muhammad Hadid 

Sunni, born 1906 of a merchant family of Mosul. 
Educated at American University, Beirut, 1924 to 
1928, and London School of Economics, 1928 to 
1931. 


Employed in the Ministry of Finance, 1931 to 
1937; Deputy for Mosul, 1937; Minister of Supply 
under Nuri Pasha in 1946, he resigned from this 
Government in protest against Government inter- 
ference in the elections. 

He was a prominent member of the so-called Ahali 
Group in the first half of the 1930's. This group 
advocated a mild form of Socialism. Some of its 
members later became Communists. In the later ’30s 
he was associated with Kamil al Chadirchi’s Demo- 
cratic Party and was one of the founder members 
of the National Democratic Party in 1946. He was 
Vice-President of this party which suspended activity 
in 1948 but resumed in 1950. He resigned his seat in 
the Chamber in 1950 with the rest of the Opposition 
Deputies in protest against the intolerance of the 
Government and of Nuri al Said’s majority party. 
He was in London at the time of the 1952 dis- 
orders. Letters of his criticising the “ Old Guard” 
at that time were published in The Times and the 
Manchester Guardian. Re-elected Vice-President of 
the National Democratic Party, November 1953. 
Elected Deputy for Mosul in the National Front, 
June 1954. 

Not elected in September 1954 when the National 
Democratic Party boycotted the elections. 

Before July 14, 1958, he was active in business and 
the director of the Vegetable Oil Extraction 
Company. Before the revolution he. expounded a 
policy of neutrality and the maintenance of economic 
and cultural links with the West. He always assured 
us that he did not advocate the nationalisation of 
oil. On his appointment as Minister of Finance 
after the revolution, he tried to carry out the policies 
which he had advocated in the Opposition. He 
remained personally friendly towards us and has 
repeatedly and probably sincerely expressed the hope 
that friendly relationships will be established 
between Britain and the Iraqi Republic on a basis 
of mutual interests. One of the abler and more 
moderate members of the Republican Government 
and appears to work closely with the Prime Minister. 

Muhammad Hadid is an intelligent and sincere 
democrat with strong Socialist views, an effective 
speaker and a persuasive writer. He speaks excellent 
English. His wife does not appear in society. 


116, Muhammad Ja’far al Shabibi, C.B.E. 

Born circa 1900. Shia.* A merchant who has 
built up from small beginnings a leading textile 
import business. President of the Baghdad Chamber 
of Commerce since 1950. Awarded C.B.E. in 1955 
for his collaboration in arrangements for the British 
Trade Fair. In business as in politics he maintains 
a narrow and biased nationalist outlook. Was 
noticeably unfriendly to the United Kingdom during 
the Suez crisis and was taken into custody for a few 
days for his attempts to organise a protest strike of 
the merchant community. Represents Iraq in the 
Permanent Bureau of Arab Chambers of Commerce 
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and at meetings of the Internal Chamber of 
Commerce where he pursues a strong anti-Israeli 
line. He has campaigned vigorously for legislation 
to enable Iraqi firms to have the monopoly of 
agencies for the sale of foreign goods. Retained his 
post as President of the Chamber of Commerce after 
July 14, 1958. A man of limited intelligence who 
speaks no English. 


117. Muhammad Mahdi al Jawahiri 

A Shia born at Nejaf in 1901. Employed in 
Ministry of Education but dismissed in about 1936. 
He has won wide recognition in the Arab world as 
a poet. Jawahiri is a man of pronounced Leftish 
views and has been connected with the “ Peace” 
movement in Iraq, attending World Peace Councils 
in Warsaw, 1950, and Vienna, 1951. He owned and 
published a succession of Left-wing newspapers, 
Thabat, Jihad, Jadid and Al Rai al ’Am, each of 
which in turn was suppressed by the Government, 
Al Rai al’ Am lasting from 1953 to November 1954. 
He was arrested after the riots of 1952. His early 
release and subsequent inactivity together with the 
fact that he has at times received subventions from 
the Ministry of Education for his poetry and been 
given a plot of land by the Jamali Government, led 
to his being regarded as lukewarm by thorough- 
paced Leftists. However, in favour after July 14, 
1958, he revived Al Rai al ’Am which follows a 
Communist line. 


118, Muhammad Mahdi Kubba 

Born about 1900 of the well-known Baghdad Shia 
family of Kubba, he was educated in the religious 
seminary at Nejaf in grammar, Persian and 
theology. 

After the First World War he engaged in quite a 
humble way in the textile trade in common with 
other members of his family. He never held 
Government office of any kind until 1948, although 
he was once a Deputy for Baghdad in 1937. 

He was a member of the Nationalist Muthanna 
Club from its foundation and was helped into 
politics by a fellow member, Dr, Jamali. 
developed pro-Axis sympathies during a visit to 
Germany in the late 30’s but took no active part in 
the Rashid Ali movement. 

He was made president of the Istiqlal Party on its 
formation in 1946, owing to his Shia 
origin, well-known name, and clean record. His 
voice in its councils was less effective than those of 
Faiq Samarrai and Siddiq Shanshal. Re-elected 
president of the Istiqlal Party in November 1950, he 
strongly supported the Persian Government in their 
or to nationalise the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
in 1951. 

Minister of Supply in the Sadr Cabinet of January 
1948, he resigned in June over the conduct of the 
elections. However, he became Deputy for Baghdad 
in these elections, but resigned his seat in protest, in 
common with the rest of the Opposition, in March 
1950. He was re-elected in the by-elections in June. 
Resigned with the other Istiqlal Deputies from the 
Chamber of Deputies in February 1952. He took a 
prominent part in the agitation which led to the riots 
in November 1952, after which he was interned. 

In. November 1953 re-elected president of Istiqlal 
Party, and in June 1954 was returned unopposed for 
Baghdad. He took his party into the National Front 
in the elections of June 1954, collaborating with the 
National Democratic Party and the Peace Partisans. 
Though this manoeuvre obtained a measure of 
success — were eg ye aro he ye re 
altogether happy wi the policies is 
associates, particularly the Communist line on 
“ Peace with Israel.” 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Elected again for Baghdad im. September 1954 as 
an Independent, he later resigned his seat in favour 
of a nephew. 

Before the revolution was manager of a cotton- 
ginning factory. He maintained his political contacts, 
was looked up to by the Nationalist Opposition and 
was prepared to talk to British diplomats. He 
expounded the standard nationalist line of opposi- 
tion to Nuri Said and the Crown Prince and of 
neutrality, but professed himself friendly to the West 
provided relations could be based on equality and 
with the accent on commerce. After the revolution, 
he was appointed to the three-man Council of 
Sovereignty. He continues to be cordial towards us 
and his influence is probably in the direction of good 
sense and moderation. He had and still has a 
reputation for sobriety and honesty. He speaks 
Persian and some English. His wife does not appear 
in society. 


119. Muhammad Nasir (Dr.) 
Born Basrah, 1911. Educated at American 
gaa Beirut, and Columbia University, New 
ork. 


Appointed Dean of Higher Teachers’ Training 
College, Baghdad, 1957. Acting Director-General of 
Education for a short period after the revolution of 
July 14, 1958. At present with . The 
Iraqi Government hope to get him appointed to the 
Executive Council. 

Essentially an educationalist with moderate 
nationalist views. Friendly in his dealings with us. 


120, Muhammad Ridha Shabibi (Saiyid) 

Shia of Nejaf, born 1889, Educated in the religious 
schools of Nejaf. In 1908 he began to publish poetry 
in the Egyptian periodical Press and acquired a 
reputation as a literary man. He played some part in 
the nationalist disturbances in Nejaf during the 
occupation. In 1919 he was sent to the Hejaz by 
some Iraqi nationalists to offer the Iraqi throne to 
the Amir Abdullah; thence he went to Syria and did 
not return to Baghdad until 1921. 

He was a member of the Constituent Assembly 
and was De for Baghdad in most Iraqi Parlia- 
ments until 1935. Senator from 1935 to 1943 and 
President of the Senate for a few months in 1937. 
He returned to the Lower House in 1943 and was 
its President in 1943-44. He resigned from Parlia- 
ment with the Opposition Deputies in March 1950. 
Deputy for Baghdad, January 1953. 

Minister for Education under Yasin al Hashimi in 
1924, he resigned from this Government with Rashid 
Ali Gailani over the Turkish Petroleum Company 
concession. Again Minister for Education in 1935 
under Yasin al Hashimi, under Jamil Madfai in 1937 
and 1941, and under Mohammed al Sadr in 1948. 

In 1951 he played a prominent part in the forma- 
tion of the United Popular Front and was elected 
Chairman of the Front’s Political Committee. He 
was Offered the Deputy Premiership by Nasrat al 
Farisi during his abortive attempt to form a Cabinet 
in January 1953. In November 1953 elected 
President, United Popular Front, succeeding Taha 
al Hashimi. Appointed Senator in February 1954. 

He was the main ition spokesman in the 
Senate before the revolution. In this role, he was 
tolerated by the previous régime and allowed to 
express severe criticism on standard nationalist lines. 
His main targets were the Iraq Government’s policy 
of alignment with the West in foreign affairs and 
int their violation of the constitution. He 
particularly attacked the lack of political freedoms. 
It is reliably reported that after the revolution, he 
was offered the posts of Minister of Education and 
Ambassador to Tehran, both of which he turned 
down. 
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A frail, toothless, entertaining and charming old 
man. He is prepared to discuss anything and never 
becomes unpleasant in his criticisms. He is per- 
sonally cordial to us although he disagrees with 
many aspects of British policy. 


121. Mohammed Saleh Mahmud (Dr.) 

Formerly Medical Officer in the Iraqi Army. 
Appointed Minister of Health after the revolution. 
Does not appear to be important politically. Seems 
to have avoided serious purges in his department 
and has made no difficulties about retaining or engag- 
ing British doctors. Large and amiable, he is a 
weak Minister who is content to rely on the advice 
of expert advisers. 


122. Muhammad Siddiq Shanshal 

Sunni, born in Mosul about 1908. Studied law at 
Baghdad and Damascus. He subsequently studied at 
the Sorbonne, returning to Iraq in 1939. 

After serving as a Legal Adviser to the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs he became Director of Propaganda 
under Rashid Ali in 1941. Although acquitted of 
the charges brought against him he was interned. In 
1946 he took a leading part in the formation of the 
Istiqlal Party. Resigned with the other Istiqlal 
Deputies from the Chamber of Deputies in February 
1952. Did not contest the 1953 elections. In 
November 1953 elected Secretary-General of the 
Istiqlal Party and in June 1954 Deputy for Mosul. 
He was not re-elected in September 1954. Was 
exiled to Penjwin for his part in the disturbances 
following the Suez intervention, November 1956. 

In spite of his reputation for being anti-British and 
anti-Western, Shanshal showed himself willing to 
talk to us before the revolution and expounded his 
standard nationalist views in a relatively moderate 
way. After the revolution, he was appointed Minister 
of Guidance and has acted for the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs during the latter’s absences abroad. 
If his word can be relied upon, he is in favour of a 
moderate policy and of maintaining commercial and 
cultural links with the West but of a gradual approach 
towards union with the United Arab Republic. In 
dealing with the Press, he seems to have tried to exert 
influence in the direction of easing irksome censor- 
ship regulations, but his success has been limited 
since the military have the final say. He was opposed 
to Colonel Arif and it seems that his position in the 
Government was somewhat precarious. At the time 
of writing, there is still some doubt whether he will 
survive, particularly since the present trend is away 
from the U.A.R.; it is reliably reported that he has 
attempted to resign but without success. He has been 
at some pains since the revolution to show Western 
journalists and diplomats that he is reasonable and 
wishes to have friendly relations with them. He is 
apparently strongly anti-Communist. 

ie is excellent company and shows some signs of 
having a heart. He pretends to speak with great 
. frankness, but is a little smooth and perhaps not 
entirely EE Sentenrins. He has a daughter at school 
in A 


123. Muhyi ud-Din Abdul Hamid (Brigadier) 

Graduate of the Iraqi Staff College and has done 
a senior officer’s course in the United Kingdom. 
Has been GSO(1) of the 3rd Division, Military 
Attaché in Amman and Deputy Commandant of the 
Military College in Baghdad. Appointed Com- 
mander of the 4th Armoured Division after the 
revolution. Reported as being pleasant and friendly 
and violently anti-Israel. The British officer com- 
manding the R.A.F., Habbaniya, has said that he 
is co-operative and seems to have a good grip of 
the situation. 
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124. Mulla Mustafa 

Kurdish chieftain of Barzan, born about 1898. 
Younger brother of Ahmad of Barzan. Mulla is a 
name not a title. 

He was the fighting leader of the Barzanis in the 
troubles of 1931-32, surrendered with Shaikh Ahmad 
in 1933, and was banished to Sulaimaniya, where he 
lived for ten years in poverty on a small allowance 


from the Government. 
In 1943 he escaped to Barzan, where he soon 


pardoned in April 1945, when the Iraqi Government 
announced a programme for improving security and 
developing agriculture in the Barzan area. 

ing impatient, he again took up arms against 
the Government in August 1945. Large Iraqi forces 
and clever bribery administered by Mustafa al 
Umari eventually defeated the Barzanis, and he and 
his brother Ahmad fled to Persia, where they were 
well received by the Russian authorities. 

After the collapse of the Persian Kurdish inde- 
pendence movement led by Qazi Muhammad, Mulla 
Mustafa and his brother retired before the Persian 
forces and entered Iraq in May 1947. Shaikh Ahmad 
surrendered to the Iraqi Government but Mulla 
Mustafa refused unconditional surrender and 
managed to escape with a few hundred men through 
Turkey and Azerbaijan into the Soviet Union. 

At first welcomed eagerly by the Russians Mulla 
Mustafa later went into obscurity. (More recently 
a sustained effort was made to revive the glamour 
of his name. After July 14, 1958, he requested the 
Iraqi Prime Minister to allow him to return to Iraq. 
This wish was granted and his return in October 
1958 was hailed with jubilation by the Kurds. He 
is viewed with apprehension by many moderate 
Iraqis who fear that he will try to bring Com- 
munism to Kurdistan and that he will revive pressure 
for an independent Kurdistan; so far he is lying low. 


125. Mumtaz Akram al Umari 

Born 1913. Sunni Muslim of Mosul. Educated 
Baghdad and American University of Beirut. 
Joined Government service in 1937 and was 
Assistant Director-General of the Interior in 1943, 
having previously held posts in the provinces. In 
1950 was appointed Director-General of the Baghdad 
Municipal Passenger Transport Service and President 
of the Board of Administration of that Service. In 
that capacity he showed considerable drive and 
ability and, using British buses, organised a first- 
class bus service in Baghdad, together with main- 
tenance worksh and social amenities for 
employees. In 1953 was chosen as Director-General 
of the Ministry of the Interior by Said Qazzaz under 
the Government of Dr. Jamali. In this capacity was 
invited on a sponsored tour of the United States for 
four months in 1955 and 1956. In 1957 visited 
India with a patty of administrators to‘inspect rural 
administration there. 

Mumtaz al’ Umari is a vigorous man sharing the 
administrative ability which characterises the Umari 
family. Before the revolution, he was outspokenly 
critical of certain aspects of Government policy. He 
held particularly strong views against feudalism and 
was apprehensive that the failure of the Government 
to tackle this problem could lead to trouble. In 
general, his views were those of an intelligent 
moderate nationalist and it is perhaps surprising that 
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he was dismissed from his post after the revolution: 
He was, however, said to be a very close friend of 
the Americans and there is little doubt that he pre- 
ferred them to us. He could be discourteous and is 
probably not trustworthy. His wife, Suad, daughter 
of Arshad al-Umari, took a leading part in the 
Iraqi Red Crescent Society and other charitable 
activities. Both he and his wife can hold their own 
in society and speak good English. They are keeping 
quiet for the moment. 


426. Musa Shabandar (Dr.) 

Sunni of Baghdad, born 1899, the son of a wealthy 
landowner. His brother Ibrahim is a prominent 
Baghdad merchant. Educated in Baghdad and in 
Switzerland, he was in Europe from 1918 to 1932, 
mostly in Switzerland and Germany. 

Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service, 1932; 
of Iraqi delegation to the League of Nations, 1933; 
First Secretary, Berlin, 1935. In 1937 he was accused 
of giving certificates of export to Iraq for munitions 
destined for Spain. He was recalled and arrested, 
but proceedings against him were dropped. 

Deputy for Amara 1937 to 1939. 

Reappointed to the Foreign Service 1939 and sent 
to Berlin as Chargé d’Affaires. Assistant Director- 
General in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, October 
1939. Minister for Foreign Affairs in the unconstitu- 
tional Government of Rashid Ali in April 1941. He 
fled to Persia after Rashid Ali’s collapse, but was 
caught and interned in Rhodesia and later sent back 
to Iraq for trial. He was sentenced in 1944 to five 
years’ imprisonment and sequestration of property. 
Owing to ill-health he did not serve all his sentence. 

He has been free since 1947 and in 1949 he joined 
Nuri al Said’s Constitutional Union Party and was 
appointed Minister at Damascus. Appointed Am- 
bassador in Washington in June 1953. In March 
1954 was named as Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
Jamali’s second Cabinet but succeeded in staying in 
Washington. Returned to Iraq in October 1954 as 
Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nuri, was again 
appointed Ambassador to Washington in May 1955, 
but was withdrawn in early 1958. 

Musa Shabandar is not a strong personality. He is 
intelligent and accommodating, an official rather than 
a politician. He was not a success as Foreign 
Minister and his failure to take a clear-cut line 
the Government into difficulties with the rt 
Arab Governments on various occasions. He is 
married to a Lebanese and speaks English, French 
and German. 


127. Mustafa Ak 
Shia. Graduate of Baghdad University. He is a 
rofessor and author of works on Customs and Laws. 
¢ was a Judge at the Courts of Appeal in Baghdad 
and Basra and Recorder of Laws in the Ministry of 
Justice. He has a high reputation for legal ability. 
Appointed Minister of Justice after the revolution. 
He seems to be essentially a technical man and does 
not play a great part politically. 


128, Mustafa Rifa’at al Haj Sirri (Colonel) 

Was brought back from retirement after the revo- 
lution and appointed Director of Military Intelligence. 
His last post before retirement was at a recruiting 
centre at Qal’at Salih. 

To meet at first, he is a gaunt figure and gives 
one GONE Sata She. petty Fee However, he 
i ves On acquaintance has been as helpful 
as possible under the circumstances. He appears to 
be very tired and weighed down bythe duties that 
have been thrust upon him. 
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129, Mustafa al Umari 

Sunni of the Umari family of Mosul. Born in 1893 
and educated at the Baghdad Law School, he served 
as an officer in the Turkish forces in Mesopotamia in 
the first world war and was taken prisoner. 

He entered Government service at the end of the 
war, served as Qaimmaqam and Mutasarrif in several 
districts and also held the posts of Accountant- 
General and Director-General of Interior. 

He was Minister of Interior under Hikmat Sulai- 
man in 1937; under Jamil Madfai, 1937-38 and in 
1941; under Hamdi Pachachi, 1944-46 and under 
Muzahim Pachachi in 1948. He has also been 
Minister of Justice under Madfai in late 1938, of 
Economics under Muhammed al Sadr, January-June 
1948 (Acting Interior from March 1948 onwards) and 
without Portfolio under Muzahim at the end of 1948 
and under Nuri al Said from December 1950. He 
was a Senator from 1937 onwards. Acting Prime 
Minister during Nuri al Said’s absences from Iraq in 
the first half of 1952. In July he became Prime 
Minister. He resigned when rioting broke out in 
November. His term as a Senator expired in 1954 and 
despite his wire-pulling was not renewed until the 
end of 1955. He tried to organise a bloc of yo 
Deputies critical of the Government in the 195 
Parliament, but it came to nothing. 

Of all Iraqi politicians and officials Mustafa was 
probably the most notorious for corruption, He was 
also one of the most capable administrators in the 
country. He may be said to have exhibited the best 
and the worst features of the n idea of 
Government. His administration during 1945 and 
his conduct of the 1948 elections aroused severe 
criticism, but he served his country well during the 
Barzani troubles of 1945, when his well-directed 
bribery was of great assistance to the Iraqi forces 
Gpecaing against Mulla Mustafa. His term as Prime 
‘Minister was almost disastrous, however. His 
unimaginative handling of the Opposition parties’ 
demand for direct elections was one of the causes of 
the riots in November 1952, and his resignation at 
the height of the disorders was almost criminally 
rely aya Unmolested 4a July pags 
unlikely to return to politics. He speaks a little 
English. His wife does not appear in society. 


130. Muzahim Amin al Pachachi 

Sunni of Baghdad, born 1888. Educated at the 
Law School in Baghdad. Before the 1914 war he 
was a strong Arab nationalist. He wrote for Arab 
nationalist papers and had to flee to Basra in 1913 
to escape arrest. After the war he was employed as 
@ magistrate by the occupation authorities in Basra 
and retufned to Baghdad in 1922. 

He joined Government service in March 1923 and 
became Minister of Communications and Works 
under Yasin al Hashimi in 1924. In 1927 he was 
sent to London as Iraqi Diplomatic Agent, returning 
in 1928. Minister of Economics Communica- 
tions under Nuri Pasha, January 1931, and almost 
immediately after Minister of Interior in the same 
Government. He resigned in October 1931 because 
of differences with his colleagues over his dismissal 
of the Amin al Asima, Mahmud Subhi Daftari. In 
May 1932 he was charged with complicity in the cir- . 
culation of scurrilous letters‘about the King.’ He was 
tried and acquitted in October 1932. 

Iraqi Minister’ at’ -Rome -and 


le eventuall i 
N , ly returned in 


Prime Minister, June 1948 to January 1949; de 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affaia 
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under Ali Jaudat, December 1949 to February 1950. 
He was og org Senator in 1948 but the appoint- 
ment was held to be constitutionally invalid by a 
High Court in 1950. He left Iraq for Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia just before the issue of this decision. 
He returned to Iraq in November 1950 and took a 
leading part in the formation of the United Popular 
Front in May 1951. 

May 1952. 

Muzahim’s character presents some contradiction. 
He is a strong nationalist and resents “‘ imperialism ” 
deeply, but he has been much influenced be ti the Social 
Democratic ideas which he has encountered during 
his prolonged-residence in Western Europe. He is 
often reasonable, but can be stupidly obstinate. 
Politically courageous at times, at others he gives up 
without a struggle. His ideas on general policy are 
sensible, but as a political tactician he is inept. He 
hated Nuri Pasha and strongly resented his influence 
with the Crown Prince. is led him to criticise 
the latter indiscreetly on occasion, and to support 
the policies of King Saud, who is known to have 
made a monetary gift to him on at least one occasion. 
In particular he opposed the methods by which Nuri 
carried out his rapprochement with Turkey in 1954 
and United Kingdom accession to the Iraqi-Turkish 
Pact in 1955 as policies contrary to Arab unity. 

Muzahim al Pachachi is an impressive looking man 
and personally very cordial. He is extremely critical 
of British policy in the Middle East and particularly 
of what he considers our failure to come to terms 
with President Nasser. He is an advocate of neu- 
trality, but gives the impression that he would like 
Arabia to be on good terms with the West. He 
spends much time in Egypt and was well thought of 
ie the new régime immediately after July 14, 1958. 

e is, however, probably too old and deaf to play 
any significant political role in the future, and his 
pro-Egyptian sympathies make his position slightly 
uncertain at the time of writing. He speaks English. 


‘Resigned from the Front in 


131, Nadhir al Umari 

Born 1917 of the well-known Sunni family of 
Mosul. Educated in Baghdad and at Liverpool Uni- 
versity. Joined Government Service on January 16, 
1945, ee Re ea ae 
Kingdom, 


delegate at successive General Assembly Sessions as 
well as at meetings of the Economic and Social 
Council. Returned to and appointed President 
of the Grain Board in 1956. Appointed as First 
Secretary to the ‘Lmbass in New Delhi after 
the revolution of July 14, 1958. 

many travels and many years in the United 
Kingdom and in America have given him a breadth 
of vision not widely found in Iraqis. (Quiet-spoken 
and intelligent, he is nevertheless an ardent 
nationalist. He is somewhat overshadowed by his 
older brother, Mumtaz; like ae Mage is a. good 


‘about quite a lot. 


132. Nadim Shakir al Pachachi (Dr.) 


Educated. at Victoria College, Alexandria and 


London University. 

Returned to in 1938 and was appointed 
a theo ae Soe in which he rose to 
be Director: 1 

He was a member of the Iraqi De nae Mgdiver 
United Nations in 1946 and visited 
ere aah ie dae ester We 
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roposed Iraqi Oil Refinery at Baiji. Early in 1950 
p qonexelien with his ne Dhia Jaafar, and 
tende! resignation, resignation was not 
accepted and he was appointed Director-General of 
Oil Affairs in June 19 In this capacity he was a 
member of the Iraqi Delegation to the negotiations 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company in the summer and 
autumn of 1950. In March 1951 he again became 
Director-General of Economics. He again visited 
the United Kingdom in connexion with tenders for 
the oil refinery and the Iraq Government’s gold case 
against the ‘rag. Petroleum Company. Played a 
leading part in negotiations of 1951. 

In Faly 1952 he became Minister of Economics 
under Mustafa al Umari. Joined Nuruddin Mahmud’s 
Cabinet in the same capacity in December 1952. 
Minister of State under Jamil Madfai in May 1953. 
Elected Deputy for Baghdad in January 1953. In 
July 1953 af appointed Minister of Development 
in Jamil Madfai’s Government. In June and 
September 1954 was re-elected Deputy for Baghdad 
running in double harness with Abdul ‘Karim al Uzri. 
Minister of Economics under Nuri, August 1954 to 
June 1957. ‘Minister of Economics and Acting 
Minister of Development under Ali Jaudat, June 
1957, (Minister of Finance under Abdul Wahhab 


‘Murjan, December 1957, did not serve in the Nuri 


Government of March 1958, returned as Minister of 
Finance under Ahmad Mukhtar Baban in May 1958. 
Arrested after the revolution but released on bail in 
October 1958. He may come to play a political role 
in the future. His views in fact differ little from 
those of the new régime, and he is supple enough to 
adjust himself if he gets a chance. 

Nadim has not a very strong personality but is 
ambitious and pertinacious in pursuit of any idea he 
gets into his head. He was an exceptionally intelli- 
gent and competent official whose rapid rise was not 
entirely due to the influence of his family. He is 
friendly, co-operative and Western-minded, but took 
great care not to offend Arab nationalist opinion on 
any issue, since he feared that to do so would . 
payee —— pare o) ambitions, He is a landowner 

scale, He divorced his first 
wife (Pa Pachachi) in ity in order to marry a cabaret 
artiste. He divorced his second wife in 1950 and 
married an American girl in 1952. He speaks 
excellent English. 


133. Nadhim al (Brigadier) 

ise cee & ate dancers Contes ia ths Unibed 

ingdom. He commanded 20th Brigade until late 
1957, when he took over 5th Brigade. In 1951 was 
Commander of the Royal Body Guard. Appointed 
Commander of the 2nd Division after the revolution. 
The L.P.C. and consular officers in Kirkuk and Mosul 
have found him friendly and co-operative. ds said 
to be a close friend of Qasi 


134. Naji al Asil (Dr.) 

dad Sunni, born about 1895. A graduate of 
the Constantinople Medical School in Ottoman times, 
he first became prominent in 1922 as semi-official 
Hashemite representative in London. After Iba 
Saud’s conquest of the Hejaz he became destitute and 
was deported to ert is pt 


ferred to Pictrntnsin ty in ga Acting Director- 
General of Foreign Affairs, 1933-34; Counsellor in 
Tehran, 1935; Master of Ceremonies at the Palace, 


‘oreign Affairs under Hikmat Sulai- 
man 1936-37, he went into retirement after that 

inet’s resignation until 1944, when he was 
appointed Director-General of Antiquities. Ap- 
pointed permanent Iraqi delegate to the United 
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Nations Organisation by the Sadr Cabinet in 
February 1948, he was recalled in June 1948 and 
returned to the Antiquities Department Appointed 
an Active Member of the Iraq Academy in November 
1949. He organised the Avicenna Festival in Iraq in 
March 1952. October 1953 was elected President of 
Iraq Academy, in addition to Hiis post as Director- 
General of Antiquities. Dismissed after revolution. 

A polished and intelligent but ponderous man, he 
is a close friend of Hikmat Sulaiman. He speaks 
English well. 


135. Naji Talib (Brigadier) 

Appointed Minister of Social Affairs on July 14, 
1958. Born about 1918. 1949-50, Director of 
Military Intelligence. 11950—53, on the directing staff 
of the Staff College, 1954-55, Military Attaché, 
London. 1956, Commandant of the Senior Officers 
School. 1957, Director of Military Training. 1958 
—July—in command of the 15th Brigade at Basra. 
Naji is a strong and determined nationalist and con- 
sequently suspicious of the West, which he regards 
as having been consistently opposed to Arab 
nationalist aspirations. He does not, however, 
exclude co-operation with the West in the future if 
they are prepared to understand Arab nationalism. 

He is anti-Communist and tackled his task as 
Minister of Social Affairs with energy and 
enthusiasm. He is said to be a little unbalanced, 
possibly as a result of a head injury received a few 
years ago. : 

Has recently suffered a slight heart attack and has 
not yet returned to duty. 


136. Najib al Rawi 

Sunni of Baghdad, born about 1898; brother of 
Ahmed al Rawi (g.v.). Educated at the Baghdad 
Law School, he worked for a short time as.a clerk 
in the Revenue Department under the British 
Administration: He has a large practice as a lawyer 
and was President of the Lawyers’ Association in 
1942 and again in 1947. 

iHe entered politics as a protégé of Nuri al Said in 
1930 and was Deputy for Dulaim in the Parliaments 
of 1930, 1934, 1937, 1943, 1947 and 1948. He 
resigned his seat with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950. 

‘Minister of Education under Taufiq Suwaidi, 
1946; Minister of Justice under Mohammed al Sadr 
in 1948; Minister of Education in the succeeding 
Governments of Muzahim al Pachachi, Nuri al Said 
and Ali Jaudat, June 1948 to February 1950. He 
represented Iraq at the Paris Session of UNO in 
September 1948. \Appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo 
in August 1950, and Ambassador in November 1952. 
He got on well in Cairo with Her Majesty’s Embassy 
and the Egyptian Government, but ‘was not trusted 
by Nuri al Said, partly because of an old dislike and 
partly for his friendly relations with Nasser. Trans- 
ferred to Paris in August 1956 and then to Ankara, 
December 1956, after the breaking off of diplomatic 
relations between Iraq and France. Was invited by 
Ali Jaudat to be Minister of Education in his Gov- 
ernment in June 1957, but insisted on being Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. When this was refused he 
returned to his post at Ankara, somewhat dis- 
gruntled. Dismissed from his post in Ankara, 
Politically h th 

olitical ie was fe; as a trimmer with a 
toot in Doth conite iaet as peipigy a Peace coke 
before the revolution, He is married to one of the 


Daghestani sisters and speaks a little English. 


137. Najib al Rubaii (Major-General) 

‘A Sunni Muslim of the influential Rubaii family. 
Admitted Sandhurst in 1928. As Major-General 
commanded the 3rd Cadre Division. Appointed 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia; ber 1957. This 
was an exile, since he was beli to have been 
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opposed to the policies of Nuri. We have heard that 
already well before the revolution, the Egyptians had 
picked him to be the Iraqi Naguib. After the 
revolution, appointed to be President of ‘the three- 
man Council of State and as such the nearest equiva- 
lent to the President of the Republic. 

It is not clear how much influence Rubaii wields 
under the new régime. (On occasions when we have 
had dealings with him, he has given the impression 
of being friendly, moderate and wishing to maintain 
Iraqi connexion with the West. He is well educated 
with considerable academic leanings and is religious. 
He speaks good English. A mild fatherly figure. 


138. Najib al Sayegh 

Christianj Born about 1915. Lawyer and 
Secretary of the Lawyers’ Association. Is said to 
have strong Left-wing sympathies, but this is not 
apparent in conversation with him. He gives the 
impression of being a conventional nationalist. 
Cordial before the revolution he has been cautious 
towards us recently. Has an attractive wife who 
goes out. 


139. Nasrat al Farisi 

Sunni of Baghdad, born about 1890. Educated 
Baghdad Law School. 

He was conscripted for the Turkish Army before 
he had graduated and served as a warrant officer 
during the 1914-18 war in which he saw service 
against the Russians at Hamadan and against the 
British at Kut. 

After the war he completed his legal studies in 
Istanbul and returned to Baghdad about 1922. 

He served for several years in the twenties as legal 
draughtsman in the Ministry of Justice. 

First Deputy for Baghdad in 1926 and again in 
1932, and in most of the Iraqi Parliaments since then. 
He resigned his seat with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950. 

Director-General of Foreign Affairs 1935. Iraqi 
delegate at Geneva 1937 to 1938. In 1945 he was a 
member of the Iraqi delegation at San Francisco. 

Minister of Finance under Naji Shaukat 1932 and 
again under Jamil Madfai 1933. Minister of 
Economics under Jamil Madfai, June to October 
1941. Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nuri al 
Said June to October 1943. In the Cabinet of 
Muhammad al Sadr of 1948 he was first Minister 
without Portfolio, then Minister of Interior and 
finally Minister for Foreign Affairs. He was closely 
associated with the formation of the United Popular 
Resigned from the Front in 
May 1952. Appointed a Senator in April 1953. 

After the election in January 1953 he was 
asked to form a Cabinet. He first invited former 
members of the Istiqlal and National Democratic 
Parties to join but, when they refused, tried to form 
a coalition consisting of former members of the 
United Popular Front and the Constitutional Union 
Party and a few Independents. At the last moment 
Nuri’s supporters withdrew and he abandoned his 
attempts to form a Government. In the intervals of 
his political career, he practises as a lawyer in which 
capacity he is held in universal respect and com- 
mands substantial fees. 

Nasrat is more of a Turk than an Arab, although 
he was known as an Arab nationalist in the ‘twenties 
when he was a member of the Sha’ab Party of Yasin 
al Hashimi. He is honest, intelligent and cautious. 
His approach to political questi is legalistic and 
theoretical. His friend Hikmat Sulaiman calls him 
ius.” When considering any course of 
action he sees the difficulties more clearly than the 
advantages and is inclined to be obstructive. i 
characteristic made him one of Iraq’s worst 
Ministers of the Interior. He resi from Nuri’s 
Cabinet in 1943 as a protest against the Regent’s 
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interference in the elections. The nationalist views 
of his younger days have been modified by 
experience, but he was a firm opponent of what he 
regarded as undue British influence exercised through 
Nuri and the Palace. Before the revolution he was 
a moderate Opposition speaker in the Senate. He 
was particularly opposed to the lack of democracy 
under the Nuri 1égime and spoke against this, but 
always without violence. He is unlikely to play any 
important political role in the future, but may be a 
sensible and moderating influence. His wife is 
prominent in Ladies’ Red Crescent activities, and 
both speak good English. He is personally friendly 
to the British. 


140. Nuruddin Mahmud 

Kurd, born in Mosul in 1899. Educated in Otto- 
man military schools, he was commissioned in the 
Turkish Army in 1917 and in the Iraqi Army in 1921. 

A graduate of Camberley and Quetta, he was Iraqi 
Military Attaché in London in 1935 and became 
Lieutenant-Colonel in 1937. Promoted Colonel in 
1939, he was appointed Ministry of Defence member 
of the Iraqi State Railways Board, and in 1940 he 
became Director of Military Operations. 

In 1941 he opposed Rashid Ali’s rebellion and 
after its collapse he took over command and initiated 
the Anglo-Iraqi armistice. Commander 2nd Divi- 
sion (Kirkuk), 1941-43; Assistant C.G.S., 1943; 
promoted Major-General and appointed Com- 
mander Ist Division (Diwaniya), 1944. In 1948 he 
was promoted Lieutenant-General and commanded 
the Iraqi forces in Palestine, where he was involved 
in the inter-Arab jealousies which prevented the 
establishment of an effective Arab High Command. 
In 1949 he returned to command the Ist Division. 
Appointed C.G.S. in July 1951. In November 1952 
the Regent called on him to form a Government at 
the height of the riots. He quickly restored order 
and made a sincere attempt to improve the con- 
ditions of the lower classes. He held the olios 
of Defence and Interior in his own Cabinet. He 
resigned after conducting the elections in January 
1953, and, to the Sr poinen of many Officers, 
was prevented by the Regent from returning to the 
army. Promoted General in November 1952 and 
appointed to the Senate in January 1953. A member 
of the Iraqi delegation to United Nations General 
Assembly 1955 and 1956. 

He was probably the best Iraqi general officer. 
Many Iraqis sympathised with him for the ungrateful 
treatment he received after saving the country. Before 
the revolution was o to the Nuri régime and 
expressed his views ly but moderately. 
been quiet since the revolution, but it is just possible 
that he might play some part in the future, since he 
is a sensible and balanced nationalist. He speaks 
English and Turkish well and his sympathies are 
steadily pro-British. His wife occasionally appears 
at small functions. 


141. Rafiq ’Arif al Qaimagqchi, K.B.E. (Lieutenant- 
General) 


Sunni Kurd. Born 1907. An artillery officer who 

ualified at the Staff Colleges of Baghdad and 
Quetta. He was commandant of the former in 1947 
and 1949. He also commanded the Mechanised 
Force in Palestine 1948-49, the Iraqi troops (strength 
two brigades), left in Jordan after the Iraqi evacua- 
tion of Palestine, and the 2nd Division from 1951 to 
1953. Promoted to Major-General and appointed 
C.G.S. 1953. Lieutenant-General in 1957. After the 
revolution of July 14, 1958, was tried by the Military 
Court on charges of plotting against Syria and 
sentenced to death. At the time of writing there is 
still hope that the sentence will be commuted. 

An outstanding personality with qualities of 
leadership and a special aptitude for picking other 
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people’s brains. His chief characteristics .are his 
energy and heartiness and considerable shrewdness. 
He is very pro-British and tried to keep the army on 
British lines. He has been decorated with the Order 
of Rafidain, the American Legion of Merit and in 
May 1955 was appointed an honorary K.B.E. for his 
part in the negotiations for the Anglo-Iraqi Special 
Agreement of April 1955. His wife occasionally 
appears in society, but speaks little English. 


142, Rashid Ali al Gailani 

Baghdad Sunni, born 1892. A distant relation of 
the Naqgib. A Wagf clerk in Ottoman times, he fled 
to Mosul with the Turks after the capture of 
ver and practised as a lawyer after the fall of 

osul, 

Appointed judge, 1921, he soon showed his ability. 
Minister of Justice under Yassin al Hashimi, 
1924-25, he resigned over the si of the 
Turkish Petroleum Company’s concession. President 
of the Chamber of Deputies, 1925-26. Minister of 
Interior under Jafar al Askari, 1926-28. 

Again elected Deputy in 1930, he resigned (with 
others) in 1931 in protest against the conduct of 
Nuri al Said’s Government, and became a prominent 
member of the nationalist Hizb al Ikha al Watani. 
Chief Private Secretary to the King 1932-33. 

Prime Minister from March to October 1933 he 
was appointed Senator in 1934. He helped to 
organise the Euphrates disturbances which forced 
Ali Jaudat to resign in spring 1935, and became 
Minister of Interior in the Cabinet then formed by 
Yasin al Hashimi. 

In 1936 he fled to Istanbul after Bekr Sidqi's 
coup d'état. Returning to Iraq in 1937, he opposed 
Jamil Madfai’s Government and was deported to 
Anah for a short time in 1938. 

Prime Minister from March 1940 to January 1941, 
he moved steadily towards a closer understanding 
_— the Axis. “oo bee close contact with the 

talian Legation in » Supported the intrigues 

of the Mufti of Jerusalem, Pisco) the overtures 
made by Naji Shaukat to the German Minister in 
Turkey, and encouraged the pro-Nazis Press, 
Forced to resign by British pressure in January 1941, 
he returned to office through a coup d'état in April, 
installed Sharif Sharaf in place of the Regent and, 
backed by the i Army, refused to allow more 
than one brigade of British troops in Iraq. 

In May 1941, when hostilities broke out between 
the Iraqi Army and the British forces in Habbaniya, 
he tried to unite the country against Britain but 
failed to get substantial tribal support. After the 
defeat of the Iraqi forces he fled to Persia, Turkey, 
and finally to Germany. 

He was tried in absentia by court martial and 
sentenced to death in 1942. Recognised by the Axis 
as legitimate Prime Minister of Iraq, he lucted 
an anti-British campaign by radio throughout the 


war. 

In 1945 he escaped through the German lines to 
Prague and thence, with a false passport and the 
unwitting assistance of Allied military transport, to 
Marseilles, from where he sailed to Beirut. He 
arrived at Riyadh in September 1945, declared him- 
self to Ibn Saud and was granted asylum. 

In about 1955 he took up residence in Cairo as 
a Saudi pensioner. Returned to Iraq after the 
revolution on September 1, 1958. He received a 
tumultuous welcome as a symbol of nationalism and 
for the first few weeks after his return his house was 
thronged with callers. He gave the impression that 
he was in favour of very close relations, possibly a 
merger, between Iraq and the U.A.R. He was also 
Said to be close to Colonel Arif and it was rumoured 
a ee ae eee 
support. 
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After Arif’s arrest he seemed to be lying low, but 
was arrested on December 8, 1958, on a charge of 
complicity in a plot against the Qasim Government. 


143. Rashid Najib 

Sunni. A Kurd of Sulaimaniya, born in 1906. He 
joined Government service in 1925, entered the 
Press and Propaganda Department of the Ministry 
of the Interior in 1947 and became Assistant 
Director-General in the Ministry in 1949. In 1952 
he was appointed Mutasarrif of Kirkuk, and in 1953 
of Erbil, returning to Kirkuk in the same year, 
became Mutasarrif of Mosul in 1955 and Mutasarrif 
of Basra in September 1957. In 1951 he visited the 
United States and in 1955 the United Kingdom. In 
1956 he spent three weeks in the United Kingdom 
as guest of Her Majesty’s Government as one of a 
small party of senior officials. In 1957 he visited 
Pakistan and India as an official guest inspecting 
rural administration. Dismissed after July 14, 1958. 

He is an able and conscientious administrator, 
taking a keen interest in local government, which he 
has studied abroad with intelligence and goodwill. 
A frank, friendly and kindly personality, he speaks 
English well. He is well disposed towards Britain 
and was helpful in restoring Anglo-Iraqi activities 
in Mosul after the blackout caused by the Suez 
intervention. His wife took a lead in going out in 
society in Mosul. 


144. Rauf al Bahrani 

Baghdad Shia, born 1897. Educated at the 
Baghdad Law School, he was appointed to a clerical 
post in the Ministry of Finance in 1922 and rose—it 
is said not entirely by merit—to be Director-General 
of Customs and Excise in 1935. 

Minister of Finance under Yasin al Hashimi 
1935-36. Again Director General of Customs and 
Excise 1938-40. Minister of Finance under Nuri al 
Said 1940; of Social’ Affairs under Rashid Ali 
1940-41; and again of Social Affairs in Rashid Ali’s 
rebel Government in April-May 1941. 

After Rashid Ali’s overthrow he fled to Persia, 
where he was arrested by British forces in autumn 
1941 and sent for internment to Southern Rhodesia. 
Sent back to Iraq for trial in 1944, he was con- 
demned to three years’ hard labour and sequestration 
of his property. 

After his release he engaged in business and 
gradually reinstated himself until in May 1950 he 
was appointed Director-General of Income Tax. In 
July 1952 he was appointed a member of the 
Government Oil ‘Refineries Administration. The 
appointment was terminated in 1955. 

Although he talks the conventional Arab national- 
ist language, he was a tool rather than an associate of 
Rashid Ali. Early in 1950 he made himself known 
to a member of this Embassy and thereafter regained 
his position in Baghdad society. 

He speaks no English. 


145. Rauf al Chadirchi 

Sunni of Baghdad, born 1884. Educated at Istan- 
bul and at Berlin and Geneva Universities. Before 
the war he was successively a clerk in'the legal draft- 
ing department of the Turkish Ministry of Justice, a 
professor of law at the Turkish Law College, 
Qaimmagqam of Diyala, and adviser on foreign affairs 
to the Turkish Governor of Baghdad. Immediately 
before its fall he was the Mayor of Baghdad. He 
went to Berlin shortly before the occupation, and 
later to Switzerland. He was not permitted to return 
to Baghdad until 1920. 

In Baghdad he practised as a lawyer and took no 
part in Nationalist agitation, but was asked to go with 
his father when the latter was to Istanbul 
in August 1920. He retutned in 1921. and took up 
his law practice, obtaining much of.the business of 
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foreign firms owing to his knowledge of languages. 
ea at the Baghdad Law School 1922, Dean 
1923 


Deputy for Hilla 1924, he opposed the 1922 Treaty. 
Minister of Finance under Abdul Muhsin al Sa’adun, 
Minister of Justice under Jafar al Askari 1926. Iraqi 
Minister to Ankara 1929. He resigned in 1930 and 
returned to Baghdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. 

Iraqi Minister in London from 1936 to 1939 when 
he resigned. He generally spends the summer 
months in England. 

Rauf has a charming and kindly personality and 
looks on the intrigues and enthusiasms of Iraqi 
politics with an indulgent contempt. He is universally 
popular and oonvequeny well informed, but will not 
often talk about politics. He speaks English, French, 
German and Turkish. Is badly crippled with arthritis. 
In April 1952 he surprised Baghdad society by 
marrying Majda, the stepdaughter of Daud al 
Haidari, who is at least thirty years younger than he 
is. He is a brother of Kamil al Chadirchi by a 
different mother but does not share his political 
views. Although a moderate nationalist Rauf has 
been shocked by certain aspects of the new régime 
particularly the trials by the military court. He 
attempted without success to see the Prime Minister 
to appeal for clemency for the condemned men. 


146. Rushdi al Chalabi 

Born about 1914, son of Abdul Hadi al Chalabi 
of a prominent and wealthy Shia family in Kadhi- 
main. 

Associated with his father in various commercial 
and industrial enterprises including large-scale grain 
exports, -jute manufacture and vegetable oil 
extraction. 

Politically a supporter of Nuri Pasha.and in 1950 
elected to the Central Committee of Nuri’s Consti- 
tutional Union Party. ‘ Elected as one of the Deputies 
for Kadhimain in 1948 and returned unopposed to 
the present Parliament in September 1954. Appointed 
Minister without Portfolio in the Government of Nuri 
al Said in August 1954; Subsequently appointed as 
Minister of Agriculture: Although he showed some 
signs of activity at the outset, it was soon ‘apparent 
that he was too stupid, lazy and conceited to be’a 
good Minister. His father’s ition kept him in 
Office until Nuri al Said res ‘in June 1957. 
Appointed Minister of Communications and Works 
under Nuri in March 1958 and Minister of Economics 
under Ahmad Mukhtar Baban in May 1958. 
Achieved nothing other than to lower the reputation 
of the Governments in which he served. Imprisoned 
after the revolution but released in October 1958. 
Somewhat surly in manner and possessed of only 
fair knowledge of English. He is married to a mem- 
ber of the wealthy a Jaafar family of Basra who 
speaks a little English. 


147. Sa’ad Umar 

Born in Karbala in 1917. Shia. Son of Umar 
Haj Alwan, one of the Karbala representatives on 
the Constituent Assembly. Educated at Karbala and 
Baghdad. Graduated in the Law College about 1941. 
Thereafter he practised as a lawyer in Karbala until 
1947, when ‘he became Deputy for Karbala: He was 
not re-elected in 1948, but was put in in a by- 
election later in the year. Minister for Social Affairs 
in Ali Jaudat’s Government of December 1949, and 
of Education in Taufik Suwaidi’s Cabinet in February 
1950. A member of Nuri Pasha’s Constitutional 
Union Party November 949. 

In the Chamber of Deputies after he had failed to 
substantiate allegations of corruption which he had 
made against four Cabinet Ministers, he was  sus- 
pended for the remainder of the parliamentary 
session. 
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Before the revolution was a moderate exponent 
of the standard Opposition line. After the revolution 
-he showed a cautious and realistic assessment of the 
situation and was disturbed by the fact that the 
changes, most of which he thought were necessary, 
had taken place by violence. A member of the dele- 
gation which visited Communist China in September 
1958. He is more intelligent than he appears and 
can usually be relied upon to give a balanced judg- 
ment. He was particularly disgusted at the conduct 
of the political trials after the revolution, which he 
considered a disgrace to his profession. He is per- 
sonally very cordial and would like to see good 
relations between Iraq and the West, but without 
alliances or special positions. 


148. Sabih Mumtaz al Daftari 

Born 1910. Sunni of Baghdad and brother of Ali 
Mumtaz. In Iraq Government Service since 1928 
in junior posts. Director-General of Justice 1948. 
Deputy for Baghdad 1950. He was among the 
Nationalist members who walked out of Parlia- 
ment in February 1952. Re-appointed to the Civil 
Service October 1952 as Director-General of Com- 
munications and Works. Inspector-General in the 
Ministry of Agriculture 1954. Director-General of 
Justice 1955, in which capacity he also served on the 
Boards of the Rafidain Bank and the Tobacco Com- 
pany. Appointed a member of the Public Service 
Board (Civil Service Commission) September 1957. 

Sabih Mumtaz is a highly-strung individual with 
strong Nationalist sentiments and is thoroughly sus- 
picious of Western policies. This has not prevented 
him being friendly with Europeans, though he is 
invariably very critical of their Governments. He 
speaks some English. 


149. Sadiq al Bassam 

Baghdad Shia, born about 1895. Educated at the 
Baghdad Law School, he practised as a lawyer for 
several years. 

Elected Deputy for Kut in 1930, he supported 
Yasin al Hashimi and was a member of the Ikha al 
Watani Party. Minister of Education under Yasin 
-al Hashimi 1935-36. -Minister of Economics under 
Nuri al Said 1939-40 and of Education under Rashid 
Ali in 1941. 

Remaining inactive during the 1941 disturbances, 
he was Minister of Justice 1941-42 and of Com- 
munications and Works December 1943 to June 1944 
under Nuri al Said; of Finance under Muhammed al 
Sadr, January to June 1948; and of Defence under 
Muzahim al Pachachi from June to October 1948. A 
Senator from 1941, his appointment was not renewed 
in 1949. A founder member of the United Popular 
Front, May 1951. He left the Front in June 1952 
and was elected Deputy for Baghdad in January 
1953. (Re-elected 1954. He owned and edited the 
influential newspaper al Difaa which was banned by 
Dr. Jamali’s Government but reappeared under the 
title al Hiyad, only to be suppressed again by Nuri 
al Said in 1954. 

Sadiq is a xenophobe with violent prejudices and 
ill-concealed fanaticism. As Minister of Defence in 
1948 he was mainly responsible for the fierce sen- 
tences passed on Jews by the courts martial and for 
encourage —— only Dep He otal: like 

¢ British and was the only uty to s against 
the Special Agreement between <4 and the United 
Kingdom when debated in the Chamber in March 
1954. He speaks Arabic only. His private life is 
disreputable. He suffers bady from diabetes and 
from nerves which his addiction to whisky does 
nothing to improve. Despite all this, is an amusing, 
not unsympthetic personality and is tolerated if not 
liked by his political opponents. 


150. Said Qazzaz 

Kurd of Sulaimaniya, born about 1903. Largely 
self-educated. He n his career as a clerk in 
the Mutasarrifiya in Sulaimaniya in 1924. Appointed 
Qaimmagqam of Halabja in 1934. Transferred in 
1939 to Zakho and in 1941 to Kifri. From 1941 
to 1944 he served in the Ministry of the Interior. 
In 1944 he was appointed Mutasarrif at Kut. Trans- 
ferred to Erbil in 1945 and to Kirkuk in 1947, after 
a short spell as an Administrative Inspector. 
Appointed Mutasarrif of Mosul in 1949. Was 
offered an appointment with the Basra Petroleum 
Company in the spring of 1952, but at Nuri al Said’s 
request agreed to remain at Mosul until the general 
elections. : 

Minister of Social Affairs under Nuruddin 
Mahmud, December 1952. Appointed Director- 
General of Iraqi Ports in February 1953 but resigned 
after a quarrel over the appointment of a Finance 
Officer with Abdul Wahab Murjan in March. 
Reappointed in June 1953. In September 1953 was 
appointed Minister of the Interior in Dr. Jamali’s 
Government and retained that post when Dr. 
Jamali re-formed the Government in March 1954. 
In October 1953 by agreement with the Talabani 
family was elected Deputy for Kirkuk at a by- 
election. In April 1954 was Minister of the Interior 
in Arshad al Umari’s Cabinet and responsible for 
the conduct of elections. Although he did not 
escape the accusation of interference, especially from 
the Left, he conducted the elections well and did not 
allow a difficult security situation to get out of hand. 
He resigned directly the elections were over. 
Minister of Interior under Nuri al Said, August 1954 
to June 1957. His participation in these Govern- 
ments was not entirely in accordance with his desires, 
since he would much rather have retained the post of 
Director-General of Ports and he felt himself entitled 
to criticise Dr. Jamali’s weaknesses, particularly the 
decision to allow students expelled for Communist 
tendencies to re-enter the Government schools and 
colleges, He therefore felt more at home in Nuri al 
Said’s more authoritarian Government, though he 
complained of lack of access to the Prime Minister. 

He succeeded in his terms of office in building 
up the morale of the police which had remained 
at a low ebb since the events of 1952. ; 

Minister of the Interior again under Nuri in 
March 1958 and Baban in May 1958. Organised the 
elections of May 1958-with considerable efficiency. 
This earned him much criticism amongst the Opposi- 
tion and liberal elements since these elections were 
generally considered to be even more rigged than 
was usual. Arrested after the revolution and said 
to be keeping up the morale of his fellow prisoners. 
At the time of writing is still awaiting trial. 

He has visited d and in the summer of 1950 
he toured America as a guest of the United States 
Government. 

Hard-working, honest and fearless, Said Qazzaz 
was generally regarded as one of the best adminis- 
trators in the country. He speaks good English. 


151, Saleh Mahdi Haidar (Dr.) 

Shia of Baghdad, born in 1914, went for a year to 
the American University of Beirut and from 1933-36 
to the London School of Economics where he took 
a degree in economics. Assistant Collector of 
Customs, 1936-37. In 1937 he returned for a year 
to the London School of Economics for further study. 
On his return to Iraq he studied land problems and 
went back again to the London School of Economics 
from 1939-42. Ph.D. of London University, 1942. 
In 1943-46 he held various appointments in the 
Ministry of Supply, and in 1946-48 in the Ministry 
of Finance. 

Member of the Iraqi Delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference, 1945. Acting Director- 
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General of State Domains, 1948. In the same year 
he was seconded from the Ministry of Finance and 
made Deputy Governor of the National Bank of 
Iraq. In 1950 he went to Washington and London 
in connexion with the negotiations for the Inter- 
national Bank loan to Iraq and the Scarce Currency 
Agreements. His appointment as Deputy Governor 
of the National Bank was terminated in June 1952. 
Appointed Assistant Director-General of State 
Domains, August 1953, and Director-General of 
Revenues by Dr. Jamali in October 1953. As such 
was an Iraqi member of the Standing Committee set 
up to work out details of the Anglo-Iraqi Special 
Agreement of 1955. Appointed Director-General of 
Budgets, 1955. Appointed a member of the Public 
Service Board in August 1957, but spent the next 
year at Columbia University, New York, with a 
fellowship. Returned to Baghdad after the 
revolution. 

Saleh Haidar is honest, intelligent, but conceited, 
and he does not get on well with his colleagues. He 
is more of a theorist than a practical administrator. 

He speaks excellent English. His wife is the sister 
of the wife of Abdul Karim al Uzri; her English is 
poor. 


152. Saleh Saib al Jubburi 

Sunni of the Jubur tribe of Mosul, born in 1898. 
Commissioned in the Turkish army in 1916 and in 
the Iraqi army in 1921, he was appointed instructor 
in the newly-formed Small Arms School in Baghdad. 
During this appointment he attended a arms 
course at Hythe, and later attended courses at the 
Iraqi Staff College and the Staff College, Camberley. 


a Cabinet in January 1953. A 
Communications and Works er Nuri in August 
1954-June 1957. Minister of Development under 
Abdul Wahab Murjan in December 1957 and Nuri 
in March 1958. He was Minister of Communications 
and Works under Baban in May 1958. In these 
por pogier appointments gti peony at all 
and it was difficult to im either to or sign 
rd ee Usberueed t but lying low since July 14, 

He neither drinks, smokes nor gambles, and is said 
to be just and honest; but he had neither the ability 
nor the personality to be a good Chief of General 
Staff or Minister, and his impotence as a leader was 
displayed in the 1948 Palestine campaign. He speaks 
some English: His wife does not appear in society. 


153. Saleh Zakki Taufiq (Major-General) 

Sunni Muslim, born in Baghdad in 1908 of mixed 
Turkish and Arab parents. Attended Senior Officers’ 
School, Erlestoke Park, in 1948. (He was appointed 
to command the Second Division as a Brigadier in 
June 1954, having held the command since October 
1953. Dismissed frim_his in December 1957 
after the revolution. He is tackling this job with his 
customary drive. 
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He is pro-British in outlook. His English is only 
fair. He was genuinely very interested in his 
profession. A live personality with drive and 
enthusiasm, who made his presence felt in the 
formations he commanded. His wife appears in 
public but does not speak English. 


154. Salim Fakhri (Major) . 

Born about 1918. Appointed Director of Broad- 
casting after the revolution, in which post he seems 
to exercise considerable influence. He was dismissed 
from the army before the revolution as a political 
agitator but has now been reinstated. He claims to 
be a close associate of Brigadier Qasim. One of his 
duties seems to be that of Government spokesman, 
in which capacity he is prepared to see and talk at 
length to visiting journalists and notables. He 
speaks good English and is outwardly cordial, but 
has a Communist background. So far his actions 
have done nothing to disprove that he still holds 
Communist views, although he denies this is the case. 
Press and radio under his guidance follow a near 
Communist line and he appears to have more say 
a at than his Minister, Siddiq Shanshal. It is 

ifficult to know what he really thinks; he is slippery 
and usually plausible. 


155. Sami Fattah 

A native of Mosul of Kurdish origin, born in 1905S. 
Educated at the Teachers’ Training College in 
oo he taught in Iraqi schools from 1922 to 


In 1925 he joined the Iraqi Army and was sent 
to Sandhurst in 1926. Commissioned in the Iraqi 
—_ in cera Sasa oe to the newly-formed 

oyal Iraqi Air Force to England for 
talaiad with the R.A.F. 

He graduated from the i Staff College in 1937 
and in 1941, after the id Ali rebellion, he was 
appointed Commander of the R.LAF. He held 
this appointment until 1954 (with the rank of 

until 1952. when he was made a Major- 
General), except for a short interlude in 1948 when 
he was sent to Europe on a secret arms i 
mission which was a com failure. Appointed 
Minister of Social Affairs in April 1954 and placed 
on pension from that date. Transferred to the 
Ministry of Development, June 1954, and to the 
Director-General of Ports in August 1954. Minister 
of Interior under Ali Jaudat, June 1957, and under 
Abdul Wahhab Murjan in December 1957. Minister 
of Social Affairs under Nuri in March 1958. Minister 
of State for Defence in the Arab Union Government 
of May 1958. Injured during the disturbances of 
July 14, 1958, and arrested. lis sei pet i peete 
but has since been released on bail. 


eee equipment 
le to carry over into civil life the comparative 
efficiency of the armed forces, but had an uphill task 
faced with the incompetence of the Iraqi Civil 
Service. Nevertheless, both in the Port of Basra and 
during a See mirtnde as Mutasarrif of Basra and 
again as nterior, «sh 

capable and firm or, showed that he was 

¢ speaks English well and his thies 

pro-British. Has latterly suffered from 4 ii-heaith, 
Beg, tamly of Zatho. fils ‘ite, ee soci 
English, goes out in society. = § 


156. Shakir Maher 
Born about 1915. A lawyer and pro 


, 


‘€ 


Baghdad (Samarra) in 1953 and again in 1954. He 
has spoken consistently against the Governments in 
office and was regarded as one of the younger and 
more ambitious Opposition Deputies. His ideas 
were still very much those of the Istiqlal Party, 
though he toed the line dutifully in Nuri’s Parliament 
as the price of his election, but showed signs of 
breaking out again, largely because of the dismissal 
of one brother from the army and another from the 
post of Mutasarrif of Basra, as he considers, unjustly. 

Was not re-elected in the May 1958 elections 
which hurt his feelings deeply. He was a supporter 
of Khalil Kenna and as such opposed to the pre- 
revolutionary Government. Not heard of since 
July 14, 1958. He speaks some English. 


157. Shakir Mahmoud Shukri (Brigadier) 

Sunni Moslem, born in Baghdad in 1916. An 

artillery officer and graduate of the Iraqi Staff 

_ College. Commander, 14th Brigade, 1954. Went to 
Libya as head of the Iraqi Military Mission in late 
1956 and remained there until he returned to 
Baghdad in 1958 to take up his appointment as 
Deputy Chief of General Staff. 

Well above the average in tactical ability, under- 
standing and energy. Keen on training and practical 
about it. Was described by the head of the British 
Military Mission to Libya as the wisest head in the 
Libyan army. A pleasant personality. 


158. Sheet Na’man 

Born 1907. Christian, Educated American 
University, Beirut, and in the United States. Joined 
Government service, 1928; Appointed Director- 
General of Institute for Industrial Research, 1947, 
Director-General of Industries in Ministry of Eco- 
nomics, 1950, and a member of the Board of 
Administration of the Industrial Bank in the same 
year. Represented Iraq in the Economic Committee 
of the Arab League in Cairo, 1955. Visited the 
United Kingdom as i representative at the open- 


ing of Calder Hall, r 1956. Represented Iraq 
peerage, leet thin ragins Atomic Energy 
Organisation, 1957. 


He is an able administrator rather than a practising 
scientist. Until July 14, 1958, he was ’s repre- 
sentative on the Scientific Council of the i 


Atomic Energy Committee. revo- 
lution of July 14, 1958, appointed Professor at the 
Teachers’ Training eg 3 

Friendly towards the West and receptive of new 
ideas he is imes em b. 
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October 1936 when the Bekr Sidqi coup d’état forced 

the resignation of the Prime Minister (Taha’s brother, 

the late Yasin al Hashimi), and he did not return to 

ae until September 1937, after the murder of Bekr 
idqi. 

Elected Deputy for Baghdad, December 1937, and 
again in 1939. In December 1938, in collaboration 
with the C.G.S., Husain Fawzi, he organised the 
military demonstration which caused the resignation 
of Jamil Madfai and replaced him as Prime Minister 
by Nuri al Said. Taha became Minister of Defence 
in Nuri’s Government and retained this portfolio in 
the succeeding Government of Rashid Ali in 1940. 
He resigned in January 1941 and himself became 
Prime Minister in February. He failed to break the 
influence of the pro-Axis military clique, who over- 
threw him and set up the unconstitutional Govern- 
ment of Rashid Ali a month later. He then retired 
to Turkey, where he remained for the rest of the war, 
because Nuri al Said was unwilling to allow him to 
return. 

He spent much of the time after the war in Syria, 
but in May 1951 he played the leading part in the 
formation of the United Po Front. He was 
elected President of the Front’s Supreme Committee, 
but in the spring of 1953 showed signs of losing 
interest in domestic politics and when in August 
1953 he was appointed Vice-President of the 
Development Board he gave up all political activity. 
Dismissed from the Development Board after 
July 14, 1958. 


He is no friend of the British, nor for that matter 


partiali 
ae rege with Abdul pr a Jalili. 
is wife does not in ic. He speaks 
French, but not English 


161. Tahir Yahya (Colonel) me 

At one time a member of the Permanent Military 
Court at Habbaniya. Brought back from retirement 
after the revolution and appointed Director-General 
oe olen. A fat and friendly man, he appears to be 


Transferred early December 1958 to be Comman- 
dant of Police Schools. Arrested shortly after in 
connexion with plot against the régime of 
December 8. 


162. Tahsin Qadri, G.C.V.0., O.B.E. 

Sunni of Damascus, born 1893, He was with King 
Faisal in Damascus and accompanied him to Europe 
in 1920. Came to Baghdad with the King and was 
appointed A.D.C. in 1921. 

Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 1932, he 

i ing Faisal on his State Visit to 


oreign Affairs in February and Consul ral, 
Beirut, in July 1939, He became, in addition, 
Chargé d’Affaires at Damascus 


Accession celebrations in May 1953 
was a member of the Iraqi delegation to the 
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Coronation of Queen Elizabeth the following month. 
Accompanied His Majesty to Pakistan, March 1954, 
and to Jordan and Turkey in 1955, and on his State 
Visit to the United Kingdom in 1956, when he was 
made G.C.V.O. He was in London on July 14, 
1958, and has remained abroad since then. 

Tahsin is sociable and clever and made a not very 
efficient but agreeable Master of Ceremonies. He 
much enjoys his whisky and the company of Euro- 
pean ladies. Politically he was a lightweight. He 
is married to the heiress of Abdul Wahhab Pasha 
Qartas of Basra, who speaks French and some 
English but of her own choice does not appear in 
society. 

He speaks Turkish, French and English. 


163. Talib Abdul Majid Jamil 

* Sunni of leading Baghdad family. Born 1919. 
Advocate, brother of Hussain Jamil. Joined Gov- 
ernment Service 1953 and after service as Registrar 
of Companies and Assistant Director-General in 
Ministry of Development was appointed, in 1954, 
Director of Foreign Trade in the Ministry of 
Economics, and in 1957 Director-General of Com- 
oa Director-General of Economics, October 
1958. 

Although an ardent Nationalist with pronounced 
leanings to the Left, he has made efforts to improve 
his connexion with Western diplomatic missions. 
Visited United Kingdom under Her Majesty’s 
Government’s auspices in 1956, but any beneficial 
results from this visit were largely nullified by the 
Suez crisis which occurred immediately after his 
return to Iraq, Is pleasant company and works hard 
to improve his recently acquired command of English 
and French. Continued to be friendly after July 14, 
1958, and expressed himself well pleased with the 
revolution. 

His wife also speaks some English and goes out 
in society. 


164. Tariq al Askari 

Sunni, born in Aleppo in 1914. Son of the late 

Jaafar Pasha al Askari. Nuri al Said was his uncle. 
Educated at King’s College, Cambridge, from 
1932-35 and took a degree in engineering. In 
1936-37 worked as engineer with the Grampian 
Electricity Supply Company in Scotland. Engineer 
in the Directorate-General of Irrigation, 1937-42. 
Deputy for Kut, 1943-48. From May to October 
1948 served with the Arab Legion in Jerusalem and 
held the rank of captain. Appointed Director of the 
Agricultural Section of the Development Board in 
April 1952, He resigned in the autumn and was 
elected Deputy for Qalaat Salih in January 1953. 
Re-elected 1954, |Was chosen Second Vice-President 
of the Chamber of Deputies, December 1953. 
Appointed Minister at the Embassy in London, 
June 1955. Dismissed from his post in London 
after July 14, 1958. The Iraqi Government tried 
without success to secure his extradition and he has 
not returned to Iraq. 
+ Tariq was a member of the Higher Committee of 
Nuri’s_ Constitutional Union Party. Intelligent, 
‘wealthy, able and witty, he is one of the few younger 
‘Iraqis with a balanced judgment. Although a sincere 
Nationalist he regards the shortcomings of his own 
countrymen with amused cynicism which, as with 
many Iraqis educated in the West, has made of him 
a passive rather than a dynamic force in his own 
country. 

He is a genuine friend and admirer of Britain and 
was a believer in the British connexion, though he 
has been known to criticise it publicly. He is no less 
friendly towards the United States. 

Tariq — excellent English, Turkish and some 
French. His wife, a daughter of the late Jaafar al 
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Pachachi, also speaks good English and appears in 
mixed society. They entertained frequently and 
well. 


165. Taufiq al Mukhtar : 

Born about 1900. A former officer of Iraqi army. 
Elected Deputy for Baghdad in 1950, 1953 and again 
in 1954. Chairman of Military Affairs Committee 
in the Chamber. Member of the so-called Nationalist 
bloc in the 1950 Parliament and always in opposition 
to the Government of the day. A vociferous critic of 
the British connexion. He stood for Parliament as 
an independent. Was not re-elected in the 1958 elec- 
tions. Has kept quiet since July 14, 1958. 

A voluble and entertaining , prepared to 
be friendly. Speaks no English. 


166. Tariq Said Fahmi Retired) ; 
Sunni Moslem, born in Baghdad in 1909. Has 
commanded at Habbaniya and the 4th Armoured 
Division. Appointed Mutasarrif of Baghdad after 
the revolution. It is early to tell how effective he is 
but he seems to have made a reasonable start. He 

is cordial and speaks fair English. 


167. Taufiq Suwaidi ; 

Sunni, of a well-established Baghdad family, born 
about 1889. Educated at Baghdad, Istanbul and 
Paris, where he studied International Law, he was 
appointed interpreter to the Ministry of Education at 
Istanbul in 1913. In the same year he represented 
is. During the 
First World War he was in Istanbul. After the 
armistice he joined the Arab Government in Syria 
and was appointed a‘ judge at Damascus. He 
returned to Baghdad in 1921 and was. appointed 
Assistant Government. Counsellor and Director of 
the Law School. . 

Deputy from 1924. President of the Chamber 
1929, he has held the following Cabinet. posts: 
Education under Abdul Musin Sa’adun, 1928; 
Foreign Affairs under Jamil Madfai in 1934; Justice 
in Jamil Madfai’s twelve-day Cabinet of 1935; 
Foreign Affairs again under Madfai 1937; Foreign 
Affairs under Taha al Hashimi 1941. He was Deputy 
Prime Minister under Nuri Pasha for a short time in 
1943 but resigned the following year when the con- 
stitutional validity. of this office was called in 
question. He was Prime Minister in 1929, 1946 and 
1950 and joined Nuri al Said’s Cabinet as Deputy 
Prime Minister and Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in February 1951. Resigned from the 
Cabinet in July 1951. _ Foreign Minister under Jamil 
Madfai in January 1953.. Deputy Prime Minister 
under Nuri in. March 1958 and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in the Arab Union Government of May 1958. 

Taufiq was Iraqi Minister at Tehran in 1931 and 
has had considerable diplomatic experience. As 
Minister for Foreign Affairs he headed the Iraqi 
Delegation to Geneva in 1937, where he is said to 
have handled the Palestine and Assyrian questions 
with tact and moderation. He again represented Iraq 
at Geneva in 1938 and afterwards visited London to 
discuss the Palestine problem with the British Foreign 
and Colonial Secretaries. He was a member of the 
Iraqi Delegation to the San Francisco Conference in 
1945, and in 1948 he was one of the signatories of 
the unratified Portsmouth Treaty. He was used 
by various Governments to. represent Iraq on con- 
ferences and special missions, e.g.; to the Arab 
League and Baghdad Pact. Chairman of the Arab 
League Economic Committee 1956. 

His elder brother Naji Suwaidi was a prominent 
member of Rashid Ali's Government but Taufiq 
escaped implication. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


d 


Taufiq is intelligent, subtle and not altogether 
honest, either politically or financially. In Arab 
affairs he at one time followed the Egyptian lead and 
in Iraqi politics he often used to be opposed to Nuri 
al Said, but he co-operated with him on occasion, as 
he did over the Agreements with Turkey and the 
United Kingdom in the spring of 1955, and in the 
period leading up to July 14, 1958. It was he who 
permitted the operation of political parties in 1946 
after they had been banned for many years, and for 
a short time in 1946 he was president of the Liberal 
Party. He is a rich man, a landed proprietor, who 
has also wide business interests. He is known to 
have used his potitical influence in favour of his 
business interests. His reputation for corruption did 
harm to the Governments to which he belonged. 
Tried after the revolution and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. He conducted himself courageously 
throughout the trials, both as witness and defendant. 

He has a keen sense of humour, is excellent com- 
pany and speaks French and English fluently but 
incorrectly. His wife does not go out in society. 


168. Taufiq Wahbi Ma’rof, C.B.E. 

Kurd of Sulaimaniya, born in 1887. Graduating 
from the Turkish Military College in 1904, he served 
in European Turkey and was a regimental com- 
mander and later a staff officer in the Ottoman army 
during the 1914-18 war. 

After the war he joined the Iraqi army and was 
appointed Military Adviser to Shaikh Mahmud 
in 1923. Leaving Shaikh Mahmud when the latter’s 
conduct became impossible, he was appointed Com- 
mandant of the Baghdad Military College with the 
rank of Colonel. In 1929 he was sent on the Senior 
Officers’ course in the United Kingdom. 

‘Mutasarrif of Sulaimaniya for a short time in 1930, 
he remained unemployed for several years afterwards 
but was ultimately appointed Director-General of 
Surveys. He resigned from Government service in 
1941 and made a comfortable fortune as a contractor. 

Minister of Economics under Hamdi Pachachi 
1944-46, of Education under Saleh Jabr in 1947, and 
of Social Affairs under Taufiq Suwaidi in 1950. 
Made a Senator in 1948. When his term expired 


in 1956, he was not i oe 

Appointed Honorary C.B.E. for war services in 
1946. Elected second vice-president of Saleh Jabr’s 
Popular Socialist Party in July 1951. Re-elected 
second vice-president in 1954. Although at first an 
enthusiastic supporter of Saleh Jabr, his faith in the 
party weakened and he was not upset when all 
political parties were abolished in November 1952. 
Again second vice-president in the revived party in 
1953, but largely abandoned politics after breaking 
with Saleh Jabr and being expelled from his party 
in the summer of 1954, when he tried unsuccessfully 
to lead the party to ration with Nuri. He was 
then engaged in the publication of a Kurdish grammar 
book 


Was in London on July 14, 1958, and has remained 
abroad since then. His name was included in the 
list of those to be tried by the tribunal set up under 
the Corruption Law. : 

He is a kind man, frank, affable and an Anglophile 
and before July 14, 1958, was honorary vice-president 
of the British Institute Club and chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the British Council-sponsored 
Preparatory School in Baghdad. His achievements 
in office fell short of his excellent intentions, and he 
is not a man to sway his colleagues. He speaks 
English, Persian and Turkish as well as Kurdish and 
Arabic. His wife, though a woman of little educa- 
tion, is very active in good works and ran the early 
stages of flood relief in 1954, She has established 
herself as the leading spirit in this field among the 
women of her generation. She speaks a little Turkish 
and some English. . 
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169, Wasfi Taher (Colonel) > 

Was A.D.C. to the late Nuri es Said before 
July 14, 1958. After that date, he became A.D.C. to 
Brigadier Qasim. He must have been privy to the 
plot to overthrow the old régime. Is now thought 
to be one of Qasim’s closest advisers and said to be 
a card-holding member of the Communist Party. 
Something of a thug in appearance, he is pre to 
make himself agreeable, and speaks a little English. 


170. Yahya Qassim 

Sunni of Mosul, born 1913. Educated Baghdad 
Law College. 

He joined Government service in 1936. Was 
appointed Superintendent in the Council of Ministers’ 
Office in 1937 and later transferred to the Iraqi State 
Railways. 

He was at that time an active Left-winger, and 
was reported to have a hand in the publication of the 
clandestine newspaper Al Sharara, In 1943 he was 
arrested for the distribution of Leftish literature and 
was discharged from the Iraqi State Railways. In 
1944 he started the newspaper Al Sha’ab as the organ 
of the now defunct Leftist party of that name. He 
now owns and edits this paper himself, and it is no 
longer connected with any party. By the middle of 
1953 it had become the best and most popular news- 
paper in Baghdad. He visited England with a 
party of journalists in 1945 and became a con- 
vinced and outspoken admirer of the British people. 
In 1946 he joined the National Democratic Party, 
but soon resigned owing to personal differences. He 
was taken up by Saleh Jabr in 1947 and accompanied 
him to London in January for the signature 
of the unratified Portsmouth Treaty. In addition 
to journalism he practises as a lawyer and is paid 
a retainer by the Iraq Pertoleum Company. Elected 
for Telafar in June 1954, displacing the paramount 
Shaikh of the Shammar, but not re-elected in 
September 1954. He has visited England every 
summer since 1949. In 1954 he went for the second 
time as a member of a sponsored Press delegation. 
Visited Germany in 1955. Elected to the Chamber 
of Deputies in May 1958. Arrested after July 14, 
1958, presumably because, although he often spoke 
freely, he was known as being basically a Nuri man. 
Later released on bail. 

Yahya is a clever man with a frank and friendly 
manner and a ounced-stammer. His newspaper 
was above the low level of the Baghdad Press, and he 
had the courage on occasion to express un| 
opinions. He has not abandoned his Socialist - 
ings and is a sincere advocate of reforms, but he is 
now no revolutionary. He is married to a niece of 
ae ee ee een 
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171. Yusuf Abdollah al Gailani ( 


Saiyid) 
Sunni, born 1907 of the family of the Nagibs of 
—— d. Educated at Baghdad and Balliol College, 
He returned to Iraq in 1934 and was appointed to 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which he became 
Director of the Political Section in 1945. Director- 
General in 1949, Acting Under-Secretary in January 
1951 and yoy ge 1952. He was a 
member of the Iraqi Delegation to Arab League - 
meetings in 1949 and 1950. Member of the i 
Delegation to the United Nations Assembly in 1951. 
Suspended from the Foreign Service for five years 
after the revolution, but remained at liberty. He was 
wi ey! called as a witness in the political trials. 
usuf is intelligent and friendly, cautious and a 
little shy. He takes not part in politics and is a firm 
believer in the alignment of Iraqi foreign policy with 
the West. Is a competent negotiator and conducted 
himself well at meetings of the Baghdad Pact 
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amate' emoti conduct q’s foreign :' 
relations by his successive political chiefs, and was 1. King Faisal II. 


Crown Prince in the detailed conduct of foreign 
affairs. He was, however, a loyal, discreet and com- 
petent official. He spooks taoenen it English, and his 
wife, who is also a appears in mixed society 
aa They have sent their sons 


to 
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2. Abdul Tah, His Royal Highness the Amir. 
63. Hassan al Suhail (Sheikh). 
77. Jamil Midfai. 
112. Nuri al Said, G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., D.S.O. 


Numbers are those in the 1957 Personalities 
Report. 


